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April 30, 1942 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING SEASON OPENS TOMORROW – (Special) – Trout season opens tomorrow
with sunrise scheduled at 6:05 Daylight Saving Time, states the Outing Department of the
National Automobile Club. On that day it is expected that 100,000 fishermen will be on
the streams and lakes of California with the outlook for the opening very promising in
most sections. Indications are that there will be little high water, and the snow pack is
about normal. Heavy stocking of streams and lakes in southern California should assure
fishermen of excellent sport on opening days.
The list of closed streams and lakes, issued by the State Fish and Game Division, is
practically the same as last year. Fishermen are urged to purchase their 1942 angling
licenses prior to May 1, to avoid the usual rush at this time and perhaps disappointment at
not being able to obtain a license. A resident fishing license cost $2 and the limit of trout
is 25 fish or 10 pounds and one fish.
BEST FISHING BETS – Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties: The Upper Sespe river
and Piru creek look like good bets. The Sespe is high, but fairly clear, and Piru creek is
high and quite roily. Bait fishing will undoubtedly produce best results on these two
streams. Prospects look good for fishing in the Santa Ynez river, as there is a good
supply of 8 to 10-inch trout in that stream. Water is high and slightly roily and bait
fishermen are expected to come out with the heavier creels than fly purists. Many of the
ranches bordering the Santa Ynez river are posted against trespass, and anglers are
reminded to be certain they are welcome before entering these areas. Gibraltar reservoir
will be closed to fishing this year.
May 1, 1942 – Santa Paula Chronicle
SOMETHING’S IN THE AIR TODAY! – Long before the crack of dawn today, for the
first time since the novelty of the first air raid warning and blackout turned people out of
beds in anxious interest, men and women all over Ventura county dusted the sleep out of
their eyes, grabbed a cup of coffee and a roll, and dashed in mild confusion out into the
brisk morning air. Some were seen returning in haste to their houses as if they had
forgotten their rights to live; others worked desperately in hoed patches beside their
homes—and it didn’t look as though they were planting victory gardens—and others sped
along highways with odd looking equipment protruding form every window of their cars.
And last night strange fires burning lazily by the edge of streams could be seen all over
the state with figures wrapped in blankets slumped on the group near the burning embers
in postures resembling that of sleepers. No reports, however, reached the county sheriff’s
office that the leather jacketed figures around the mysterious blazes were enemy
saboteurs or an army of Jap invaders.
Added to the mysteriousness of last eve and this morning, schools were let out today,
some towns were nearly vacated, and hundreds of empty cars were discovered parked
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along the highways bordering streams and lakes. Every whiff of wind carried the breath
of speculation and intense enthusiasm, with possibly the tint of exaggeration thrown in as
added flavor.
Today, May 1, the fishing season opened!
Latest reports from the fishing front are that Mrs. W.M. Stein of 216 Main street got her
limit of 25 trout up Santa Paula canyon. Mr. Stein, who accompanied her, landed 14.
July 14, 1942 – Santa Paula Chronicle
OLSON MAY ATTEND HATCHERY OPENING – It is expected that Governor Culbert
L. Olson will be present at the dedication of the Fillmore Fish Hatchery, Sunday, July 18,
according to the Ventura county Rod and Gun club who has been asked by the California
state fish and game commission to take charge of arrangements.
Activities will start at noon with a barbeque prepared by the pit method at which it is
planned to serve 1000 people. The charge will be $1.00 per plate.
A total of $75,000 has been appropriated to be spent on the hatchery for 1942 and at the
present time there are approximately three quarters of a million trout at the hatchery and
may be seen by the people during the dedication, says the committee.
July 20, 1942 – Santa Paula Chronicle
1200 ATTEND HATCHERY DEDICATION – “This is my first visit to Fillmore, I am
glad you people have approved the work of the Fish and Game Commission. I pay my
respects to them, because they are more capable of enforcing and administering this type
of work than I am.”
Those were the words of Governor Olson, spoken to 1,200 Ventura county sportsmen
who attended the formal dedication of the Fillmore state fish hatchery yesterday
afternoon, over which the governor presided.
Before the governor arrived, Edwin “Nick” Carty, who acted as master of ceremonies,
introduced the speakers on the dedication program which included some of the most
prominent local sportsmen and state fish and game officials. Carty, in his opening
remark, said that the growth of fish in the new hatchery has been “terrific,” and the initial
results of the hatchery have far exceeded all expectations.
The hatchery cost $75,000, and 800,000 fish are being grown in 30 ponds. It was pointed
out that in five months time the fish in the hatchery are equal to fish in streams one year
old.
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This year the hatchery stocked the streams in seven counties with 150,000 fish, and it is
hoped that by next year more than 600,000 fish will be released in southern California
streams.
First speaker, Jermain Bulke, commissioner of the Fish and Game Commission, said that
the commission is not trying to establish monuments, and fine buildings in the state, but
hatcheries that “will get results.” He thanked local sportsmen for their cooperation in
starting the hatchery.
George P. Miller, secretary of the commission, next on the program, said that the new
hatchery sets a standard for such institutions in the United States.
“The committee is responsible to sportsmen,” Miller said, “because none of the four
million dollars spent by the commission annually comes out of state taxes, but all of it is
raised by sportsmen in the form of fish and game licenses.”
Allen Taft, chief of the bureau of the fish conservation program, was the next speaker.
He said that the prime of the conservation program is to raise larger rainbow trout in
California.
Members of the Ventura Rod and Gun club were in charge of clearing places for the
tables, and the barbecue of elk meat which was supplied by the Fish and Game
commission. During the afternoon candidates in the Ventura county August primary
elections, Arthur Waite, Howard Durley, Lester Price, Perey Dennis and Al Dingeman
were introduced.
August 7, 1942 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ROD-FUN CLUB MEMBERS HEAR “TROUT REARING” TALK WEDNESDAY –
The Ventura county Rod and Gun club will meet at Steckel park, Wednesday, August 12,
at 8 p.m., to hear an address given by D.A. Clanton, bureau of fish conservation, on
“Trout Rearing,” P.A. Larramendy, secretary of the club announced today.
Films will be shown that will be interesting to both hunters and fishermen, added
Larramendy, urging that each member bring a friend. Refreshments will be served.
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1943
Rainfall – 28.98 Inches
January 28, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
MANY FISH LOST FROM FILLMORE HATCHERY – Over a half a million fish were
lost from the State Fish Hatchery at Fillmore during the recent storm. This is about half
of the total number of fish at the hatchery. Most of the fish were lost into the Santa Clara
River.
There was no damage done to the concrete work at the hatchery itself.
January 29, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISH RETURN HOME – Ed Carty of the state fish and game commission reports that
there were less fish lost from the state hatchery at Fillmore than was previously
estimated. Some of the fish are now wending homewards in quest of food.
March 29, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TROUT SEASON – San Francisco (UP) – The state division of fish and game today
assured fishermen that he 1943 trout season will open as usual on May 1, despite rumors
to the contrary.
April 21, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING SEASON – With L.R. Orton, county fish and game warden, busy transporting
trout from the Fillmore hatchery and local dealers beginning to display their supply of
equipment, local Nimrods may look forward to the opening of the fishing season May 1.
Various war restrictions to the contrary, things look pretty good. Although various
sections may be closed for the protection and conservation of trout, the remaining
streams, though harder to reach will be better stocked for the sport.
According to S.A. Nash-Boulden, forest supervisor, all fishing streams on National forest
lands within Los Padres National Forest (except those draining into the Juncal and
Gibraltar Reservoir) will be opened to the public during the month of May.
As for the equipment, dealers feel sure they have enough in stock to take care of the
normal replacements if purchasers do not buy in unnecessary quantities. Any shortages
will probably be of rods and reels made from a Chinese cane, which is no longer
available, and instruments containing a high percentage of copper or steel.
In the county streams Orton stated, there are large amounts of native trout at present in
addition to the schools planted.
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After June 1, it is quite possible that streams within national forests will be closed by the
national forestry service, due to the fire menace, game officials believed.
Anglers are reminded that they must secure their new licenses because the 1942 permits
have expired. Licenses may be obtained from sporting goods stores or any store handling
fishing supplies.
April 23, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Season Opens. Trout Fishing this year will be good in this area.
Get ready now for that old fishing thrill. Come into Watkins Hardware for your fishing
needs and be sure to get your 1943 angling license—we have them. Check over these
important fishing needs………As well as all those little repairs for your gear. We give
women anglers and young people special attention regarding their angling needs. Send
the children to Watkins Hardware. See you on the streams. Watkins Hardware.
April 24, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
EAT 700 TROUT – As a prelude to the fishing season which opens next Saturday, the
Masonic order of Oxnard recently served approximately 700 trout to a huge crowd.
This fish-fry is a traditional event of nine years history and Joe Paul, Jr., of Oxnard Press
Courier has advanced the statement that a total of 63,000 inches of trout have been
consumed during that period.
In regard to the technique of trout eating, Paul states there are two schools of thought.
One is “pick and struggle” method which involves the use of a fork. The other is known
as the “harmonica” system and calls for the use of both hands.
Paul claims that Masonic authorities have announced as the average speed in trout
devouring for the experienced eater is 37 seconds.
Following the meal, Ed Carty, fish and game commissioner, encouraged prospective
fishers with the statement that the trout were plentiful in California streams.
Also speaking was the patrolman of the state fish and game commission who said that
extensive work was being done in conserving and restoring the natural resources of the
state, preparing for the day when the “boys come home” and want to enjoy the fields and
streams of the state.
April 28, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TROUT FISHING WILL BE GOOD IN MOST AREAS OF THE STATE – San
Francisco (UP) – The state fish and game commission reported today that trout fishing
will be good in most areas of the state when the season opens Saturday.
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The commission pointed out, however, that reports from game wardens depend on the
continuance of cool and clear weather.
In Los Angeles county the big Santa Anita and Bouquet Canyons are in good shape with
plenty of good-sized fish left over from last year’s plant. There is no game fishing in
Riverside county but carp is plentiful.
The trout running at Big Bear Lake in San Bernardino county. The Santa Ynez river and
smaller streams looks very good in Santa Barbara county.
April 29, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
LOCAL STREAMS ARE STOCKED WITH TROUT FOR FISHING SEASON – Local
Fishing enthusiasts are polishing up the gear and trying to stretch “A” book allowances
for trips to distant streams in preparation for the fishing season which opens Saturday.
The local streams have been stocked with trout from the Fillmore hatchery and a supply
of native fish is also expected. The winter rains have not damaged the stream although
there have been fears that oil in the Sespe stream may prove a handicap and hard on
equipment.
Fire permits may be obtained from L.R. Orton, fish and game warden, at the county fire
department, and fishing licenses from any dealer of fishing equipment.
There are no indications as to how long the season will last as there are indications that
certain forest reserves may be closed to the public during the dry summer season.
ADVERTISEMENT – Trout Season Opens Saturday, May 1st. Let’s Go Fishing.
Angling Licenses Issued. Trout Fishing is the ideal sport. Health activity in the open
country. Keep fit in these times of stress by going Trout Fishing. Poles, reels, trout lines,
Weber Flies with snells, bait hooks and all the other trout gear. Watkins Hardware.
May 1, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING SEASON – Early this morning Gary Bunting, a seven-year-old second grade
pupil at Briggs school, announced that he had hooked a 20 ½ inch rainbow trout so the
suspicion which had been felt when George Harding sent his weekly servicemen’s letter
by proxy—that the trout season had officially opened—was confirmed.
There was some doubt as to whether this was really May 1 because the fish’s terror,
Chief Sam Primmer was on duty at the police office rather than on the bank of some
stream. However, he stated that it was just the call of duty which kept him in town, but
his heart was up the canyon baiting a hook and winding a reel.
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All the sunrise sportsmen reported good creels at the Santa Paula creek and the Sespe and
stated that worms were proving the best bait, eggs next, but that fly users were not having
as much good luck.
Probably the earliest to be out were the group of boys seen late yesterday afternoon
heading up the canyon with sleeping bags.
The carrier who brought in the largest fish by 3 o’clock this afternoon received a dollar
prize from the Chronicle.
The state division of fish and game reported early indications were for an exceptional
turnout of anglers despite tire and gas rationing with rivers and streams close to
metropolitan centers getting an increased play.
The fish and game wardens had predicted a successful opening day providing streams
were not swelled or made murky by unseasonable rains.
May 10, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
CHIEF IS LUCKY – Chief Sam Primmer stuck to his job though he longed to go fishing
when the season first opened and was rewarded when he did take the trip on his day off
by a catch of 17 rainbow trout
He and James Achilles tried their luck at the Sespe creek.
May 21, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING BILL – Governor Warren today signed Senator McBride’s bill permitting
steelhead fishing in the Ventura river from May 1 to February 28.
June 26, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
JUNIOR WRITES THE NEWS TO HIS PALS IN SERVICE – Hi-ya Buck: The
WAAC’s have been recruiting this week. The women in Uncle Sam’s army are all right
if these gals are any fair sample. The Sgt. Here says Uncle wants 9,000 more. Boy!
Remember Joe Avedano? He’s a first lieut. Now. He just received the Air Medal and the
Oak Leaf Cluster. He was graduated in the class of ’36. Very proud of his Apache
Indian lineage, you recollect. He’s been in the European scrap.
Two of the fellows from here have been taken prisoner by the Japs—Sewell Peck and Joe
Victoria. Peck was flying in a pursuit squadron; Victoria was a bombardier. Peck’s
family have had word of him through the International Red Cross. Victoria’s have had
only the official report, so far.
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Say, the trout are biting like nobody’s business in Steckel Canyon. I got six yesterday.
Boy, when you guys get back, these little fellows ought to be granddaddies. There aren’t
many guys fishing these days.
Warren L. King is going to Camp Beal to represent Santa Paula in the Black Cat Division
(California’s own) program. I understand there’ll be a pretty little tank named for our
bailiwick. Pretty nice? For a while it looked as if Mayor Hardison wasn’t going to be
able to find anyone who could spare the time to go. A couple of girls in City Hall
volunteered, but the mayor had to point out that it wouldn’t do—guests were expected to
stay at the barracks at night. So’ long.—JUNIOR.
August 4, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
WORK OF STATE HATCHERY TOLD – D.A. Clanton, superintendent of the state fish
hatchery at Fillmore talked on fish culture, and told the Lions club members what the fish
and game commission is doing to stock California streams, when he addressed them at
their weekly dinner meeting at the Mupu Grill last night.
Guests of the organization at the meeting were Rev. Harold Essert and George Bowker.
Bob Simmons was taken into the club as a new member.
Clanton’s talk revealed that the state fish and game commission is making an attempt to
stock the streams twice yearly with 6-inch trout.
Approximately 80 percent of the planted fish are fished out by sportsmen, he said. It was
thought that with so many men abroad in the armed forces the sale of licenses would
decrease. But instead, 1942 showed a 13 per cent increase over 1941, and this year’s
licenses have topped the number sold in 1942.
The commission has received many letters, Clanton said, from service men, stating their
approval of the conservation program the state is promoting, and urging the commission
to continue it. They all state that they are looking forward to more hunting and fishing
when they get back home.
November 1, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TROUT SEASON ENDS – Santa Paula anglers, young and old took advantage of the last
day of trout season yesterday and Santa Clara creek was swarming with them—the
anglers. No sensational catches were reported and most of the fish were barely over the
legal minimum length.
November 23, 1943 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ROTARIANS HEAR OF FISH PROGRAM – Subject up for discussion in the meeting
yesterday of the Rotary club was fish, according to the report of Fred Udall, Rotarian.
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D.A. Clanton, from the State Fish Hatcheries at Fillmore spoke on the state program for
conservation of fish, and in particular mentioned the planting of a new species of game
fish in Southern California waters.
Fishermen from the east have complained, he said, that there were no real game fish here
except trout. Their reason for complaint may be removed in a few years, Clanton pointed
out.
The state conservation department is making an effort, so far successful to stock streams
and ponds with fish of the Spiny Ray family, known to easterners as the bluegill and bass.
The fish are a game fish, weighing around nine pounds, and “When you have one of them
on a light line you have something,” he said.
The Rotarians, many of them ardent fishermen, listened with attention, Udall said.
The dinner was their regular Thanksgiving dinner, “with trimmings.”
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1944
Rainfall – 24.37 Inches
April 13, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – A Big Dream Now a Reality On May 1st. No Fooling. Better
check over your trout gear and come in to WATKINS for your needs. Good stock
supplies on hand. Trout lines, Leaders, Snelled Flies, Egg Hooks, Spinners, Leader
Material, Salmon Eggs, Canvas Creels and a lot of other gear. Watkins Hardware Co.
ADVERTISEMENT – Going Fishing? Packing to any point on the Sespe Ranch.
Complete Equipment. By reservation only. Call 414X1 – or – Call 748Y1 G.H.
Rasmussen Bill’s Hilly Ranch. 10 miles up Santa Paula Canyon.
April 20, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
WITH STREAMS STOCKED FISHING SHOULD BE GOOD ON MAY 1ST – D.A.
Clanton of the state fish hatchery at Fillmore announced today that all streams in the
county had been stocked with catchable size fish, and that he predicted one of the best
fishing seasons in recent years when the season opens, May 1.
Clanton said the following number of fish had been planted in Ventura county streams
since the close of the fishing season last year: Upper Sespe, 14,000; Wheeler Creek,
4,000; Santa Clara, 4,000; Wheeler Gorge, 4,000; Siscan creek, 4,200; and Santa Paula
creek, 4,500.
More than 200,000 fish, weighing over 14 tons, have been planted since the close of the
fishing season it was learned. Since January 1, over 106,000 fish weighing over 13,000
pounds have been planted in the district.
“We will plant 700,000 fish weighing in excess of 32 tons during the fishing season,”
Clanton said.
“With excellent condition of the water, and the longer season, plus the heavy steel heads I
have seen in the streams, points to a very good fishing season.”
April 21, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
EDITORIAL – FISHING SEASON – We can tell by the feel of the air, and sporadic
attacks of Spring Fever, as well as the calendar, that he opening of the trout season isn’t
far off. Then, just to make a bad matter worse, one of the national magazines came out
with a cover page last week, featuring two beautiful rainbow trout, a fisherman’s hat,
pole and creel—and we wondered how any editor could be so unkind to his readers.
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It’s a sad situation, to be sure, but even though the trout season will soon be open,
hundreds of thousands of Californians, who would rather fish than eat, will be missing
from their favorite streams this year. A lot of the lads are overseas, fighting in swamps
and jungles, so that no pompous Hitler or strutting Tojo can rob us of our simple
pleasures in the future. And even here on the home front, there are many jobs to be done
that can’t be postponed, so the opening day of the fishing season won’t draw anywhere
near the usual crowds.
But just think how big those trout will get by the time this war is over. We can see them
now; they’ll be whoppers—and we’ll have the gas, then, to go get ‘em.
April 24, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
MORE FISH TO SOOTHE TRIGGER FINGERS AFTER WAR – by Roger Johnson.
San Francisco (UP) – Among those who are planning today to rehabilitate the post-war
world are the members of the California state and fish and game commission.
They foresee the day when the fishing rod will be in conspicuous demand by men from
the fighting and the home front, who are going to take creel in hand and head for a cool
trout stream and “regenerate.”
As former President Herbert Hoover, a fisherman, said in a recent Colliers:
“When the guns cease firing, and the gas comes on again, some of us are going fishing.”
In anticipation of Mr. Hoover’s F-day, the California fish and game commission is
hatching plans and fish.
“We plan to build more and bigger hatcheries, establish more game farms, plant more
fish, and stock more streams,” said W.J. Harp of the commission.
Harp, however, found no relationship between gasoline supply and the number of
fishermen in the mountains. Manifesting cynicism, he reported that there were as many
flycasters in action along California streams in 1943 as there were in 1942. He did not
attempt to explain this phenomenon.
The commission wants the post-war streams to be full of fish because there may be a
fisherman behind most of the boulders.
If Izaak Walton were alive, he probably would be unmoved by the prospect of
refrigerators that say mama and automobiles that add and subtract.
He would favor fishing rods for all and an angling license with every honorable discharge
and income tax bland. In 1853 A.D. Izaak , in the “Compleat Angler”, wrote:
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“Indeed, my friend, you will find angling to be like the virtue of humility, which has a
calmness of spirit and a world of other blessings attending upon it.”
Mr. Hoover agreed with Mr. Walton that fishing is an excellent method of unjangling the
nerves and soothing the trigger finger.
Whether he be Republican or Democrat, the angler probably will agree with this Hoover
statement on fishing:
“It is the chance to wash one’s soul with pure air, with the rush of the brook, or with the
shimmer of the sun on blue water..
“It brings meekness and inspiration from the decency of nature, charity toward tacklemakers, patience toward fish, a mockery of profits and egos, a quieting of hate, a
rejoicing that you do not have to decide a darned thing until next week.
“And it is discipline in the quality of men—for all men are equal before fish.”
April 29, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ISAAC WALTONS BEGIN TREK TO MOUNTAIN STREAMS TO FISH – The big
trek to the mountains was on bright and early this morning, although sunrise May 1 isn’t
until Monday. To you who aren’t familiar with the meaning of the particular time, it is
the long waited hour when the fishing season officially opens.
Groups of men on horseback, each with a boyish look of anticipation, their pack rolls tied
to the back of their saddles, were seen starting out this morning for the Santa Paula and
the Sespe to be the first to their favorite fishing hole in the back country.
Small boys loaded down with sleeping bags or bed rolls, food, and of course their poles,
were trudging up Santa Paula canyon wistfully watching each car that passed hoping for a
ride.
War or no war, come invasion or no invasion, Monday is the opening of fishing season
and nothing can prevent the nimrod from taking to the streams, even though it be only up
the dam on May 1.
With the streams heavily stocked, lots of water, and a break in the weather fishermen are
expecting a good first day, and a good season.
Local stores will be short of help Monday morning, and the attendance will be off at
schools.
Those who can’t go out for the day or for a week, as many are doing, plan to roll out
bright and early Monday morning to get in a few hours of fishing before they report to
work.
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The Chronicle will pay a prize of $3 to the first fisherman who reports to the Chronicle
office with the limit of trout Monday. To the fishermen catching the largest trout the
Chronicle will pay $2. The first boy 12 years or under report to the newspaper office
with the limit, will be present with a $2 prize.
May 1, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
BAKER CATCHES TROUT LIMIT FIRST IN HOUR, 15 MINUTES – The air was full
of wild tales today that would put Robert Service to shame. However, some of the tellers
had the proof to back up their stories.
The yarns generally weren’t of the usual variety. With the opening of the fishing season
today the big stories didn’t deal with how long it took the teller to land the big one, but
what a fight that six incher gave. The contest in story telling reached the peak when the
contestants started to telling how long it took them to catch the limit.
Harold Baker was the first to report with the limit at the Chronicle office this morning.
Baker had snagged his 25 trout in an hour and 15 minutes, just above the second crossing
above Ferndale in Santa Paula creek. He reported at the Chronicle office at 5:45. Within
the next hour at least twenty fishermen reported catching the limit at the Chronicle office.
Hugh Crockett, 12, was the first boy to report with the limit. Hugh, accompanied by his
father, said he caught his limit in a couple of hours about ten miles above Ojai.
Proof of the size of the catch is borne out in the fact that until 1 o’clock today no one had
entered a fish over ten and a half inches long in the Chronicle contest.
Schools reported a “terrible lot” of students absent today. There were a lot of tardy boys
this morning also, one principal said.
All schools in Fillmore and Bardsdale were dismissed today.
Santa Paula creek was lined with nimrods at 5:50 this morning each waiting with great
anticipation for sunup.
May 10, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
EDITORIAL – LET’S SHOW APPRECIATION – Is American appreciative of its
servicemen? When a man comes home from the fighting front, for a brief furlough,
under existing regulations he is allowed a paltry five gallons of gasoline. He can’t go
fishing, he can’t go hunting, can’t visit friends, can’t renew himself by trips to the
country.
He may well doubt our interest in him when he sees countless civilians and public
officials allowed ample gas rations because of their “essential” activity. What is more
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“essential” that relaxation for a weary servicemen when he is on leave, and freedom from
petty official annoyance?
May 12, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FRONT PAGE PHOTO: Two women carrying rods and creels, wearing shorts and
wading boots. Caption: “Nifty Nimrods!”—With the advent of fresh water fishing
season in Southern California, Anne Gwynne and Vivian Austin hie themselves to the
nearest stream in the San Fernando Valley region to try their luck with rod and reel. No
wonder fishing is a popular sport. (Editor’s note: The article next to the photo is “March
on Rome” about Allied troops going against Germany on a march to Rome. The world is
at war, but we still were trout fishing!)
June 1, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Time for Good Cheer. That Big! (Man holding his hands apart,
fishing rod next to him.) Well, maybe not quite that big, but he was a beauty. A
mountain stream, trout browning, and Rainier beer. Memories now—except that
wholesome, refreshing Rainer is still mellow-aged to be the finest beer in the West. And
fishin’ days will come again if we keep working for Victory, keep buying those War
bonds. Rainier Aged Beer & Ale.
July 10, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
The New York State Conservation Department has at least a partial answer to the
question, “how far do trout migrate after being stocked in good trout waters?” A
department survey of two Western New York creeks shows that 60 percent of tagged fish
were caught in practically the same area as planted. The longest migration recorded was
a spring planted trout which moved upstream nearly eight miles.
October 17, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
COASTING ALONG – San Francisco (UP) – There have been millions of words written
about the great boom such sports as baseball, boxing, racing, football, etc., will go
through after the war. And most of the predictions are based on fact.
But the boom these competitive sports enjoy when the boys come marching home will be
strictly of a minor league nature compared with that which will strike the hunting and
fishing industry.
When the war is over—then comes the reckoning for bruno bear, the deer, the elk, those
rainbow trout, those steelheads, those ringneck pheasants and all other type of game.
With that in mind, such outdoor sports states as California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
Montana, Utah, Arizona and Nevada are going to be hard pushed to keep up their stocks
of fish and game that have developed to such an extent since 1940.
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Fish and game commissions, probably working under the most-democratic of all
democratic forms of government in these states, have been compiling suggestions from
various sportsmen’s organizations, incorporating the useful ideas into actions.
In California, 200 sportsmen recently meeting at a lodge on the Russian river asked the
establishment of a hatchery for striped bass; urged the setting aside of “archery reserves”
where hunting of wild game would be allowed only with the bow and arrow; requested
that courses be established in public schools teaching wild game and fish conservation
and forestry.
Nevada, Utah and other states of the west are going through similar growing pains as they
prepare for the greatest influx of sports in history.
October 18, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
OXNARD MAYOR SPEAKS AT ROD, GUN CLUB – The regular meeting of the
Ventura County Rod and un club was held in the American Legion hall in Ventura last
night with President E.E. Barnes, presiding.
Ed Carty, mayor of Oxnard, reported on a session he attended of the state fish and game
commission, and criticized the system of federal control of state lands and streams. He
maintained that there was no good reason for closing national forests in June and July
because of fire hazards.
Jack White, county game warden, said that strip burning was the proper procedure for
fighting fire in forests. More than 464 deer have been taken in the county during the
summer season. Dove shooting was light. He added that trappers had caught 40 coyotes
during the month. Although the duck season opened three days ago, so far, White said, it
was the lightest in years.
Other statistics given by White were: Since August 21 more than 10,000 catchable fish
have been put in the Santa Clara, Santa Paula and Matilija rivers; 400 pheasants have
been released.
Clarence Matson gave an outline of the crow shoot planned. The club will apply for
priorities so as to get enough shells, Matson pointed out. He said ther would be prizes for
everyone. The funds for this purpose will be raised from the Walnut Growers’
association, and among the ranchers. Fred Hart, Republican candidate for congress from
this district, was present and gave a short talk.
Door prizes were given and refreshments served.
October 24, 1944 – Santa Paula Chronicle
HEAVY RAINS MUDDIES WATERS OF SESPE TO SPOIL FISHING GAME –
Hopes for a good late fishing season ended when a heavy rainstorm last Saturday struck
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on the Sespe river, seven miles above Sespe gorge camp. This information was gathered
by County Game Warden Jack White after a visit to the area.
There was no damage done in the district, but the violence of the rain muddied up the
fishing waters. This disturbance will make fishing ineffective for the balance of trout
season ending Oct. 31. From the same source, it was learned that fishing is holding up in
the Matilija and the Santa Paula. White added that the steelhead season will be open until
Feb. 28 on the Ventura river.
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1945
Rainfall – 15.13 Inches
February 8, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING GOOD IN SANTA INEZ RIVER CLANTON REVEALS – Local fishermen
had best get their rods and reels and head for the Ventura or the Santa Inez river, for the
steelheads are really biting, according to D.A. Clanton, head of the fish hatchery at
Fillmore. Clanton said that since the rains the steelhead fishing in these streams has been
exceptional.
The season, which opened the first of December, has been centered on the Ventura river,
as far inland as Foster park bridge, and the Santa Inez river to Buellton, on highway 101,
Clanton disclosed. All other streams are open at tidewater.
According to army regulations, persons intent on fishing at the Santa Inez are required to
secure permission from the commanding officer of Camp Cook before fishing on military
reservation. Permission can be obtained by letter.
The trout season is scheduled for opening on the first of May, with the steelhead season
closing on February 28, officials said.
February 18, 1945 – Los Angeles Times
SOUTHLAND FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March – A few warm days seem to remind
us that it isn’t too long till we can expect some real good fishing. Some reports from
around the southern part of the State indicate that the fishing is pretty good already.
Here’s the dope that I’ve found from some of our sportsmen.
There are only two streams in Southern California open to steelhead fishing. These are
Ventura River in Ventura County, and Santa Ynez River in Santa Barbara County.
Fishing in the Ventura River has been reported to be very good. Last Sunday saw a good
turnout of fishermen and a great many of the boys were rewarded for their efforts with
some fine steelhead. Spinners and salmon egg clusters have been the most productive
lures.
Sportsmen interested in fishing the Ventura River should be reminded that the stream is
open only from the ocean to the Foster Park bridge. This gives the boys about four miles
of stream to work.
The Santa Ynez River has produced some fine steelhead lately. The recent rains raised
the river considerably, and a great many steelhead have run in from the ocean. The
stream has cleared up a great deal and fishermen are taking good advantage this
midwinter fishing.
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The Santa Ynez River is open to stream fishing from the ocean to the Buellton bridge.
This consists of approximately 2 miles of good water.
The lower end of the Santa Ynez known as the lagoon area, lies within the confines of
Camp Cooke. Permission to enter the area must be obtained from the provost marshal’s
office at Camp Cooke.
February 22, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
CARTY TELLS CLUB LOS PADRES PARK MAY REMAIN OPEN – “Los Padres
National forest will not be closed under any conditions until July 2 this year,” Edwin I.
Carty president of the Southern Council of Conservation clubs told 200 members of the
Ventura Rod and Gun club at their annual meeting in Ventura yesterday.
He inferred that there was a chance that the forest might remain open during the entire
year.
Two hundred thousand additional acres in the Frazier mountain area of the forest will be
open this year for deer hunting, Carty said. Carty, who is a former state fish and game
commissioner, said that thirty-three million dollars will be spent by the government
during the next three years in the forest. The work will include check dams, roads, parks,
etc. Carty also discussed proposed legislation now before the state legislature.
Jack White, county game warden, reported on steelhead fishing, and on the quail and
pigeon season. “The streams are alive with trout,” White said. Charles Edmonson, state
trapper, said coyotes are on the increase in Ventura county. “There are three times as
many coyotes in the country as there were ten years ago. Whenever you see a deer you
will find a pack of coyotes following it,” Edmonson said.
Dr. De Serpa predicted the Rod and Gun club would have a thousand members this year.
February 25, 1945 – Los Angeles Times
SOUTHLAND FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March – This will be the last weekend of the
winter steelhead fishing. The season which closes on February 28 has probably produced
more good fishing in Southern California than has been enjoyed for several years.
The Ventura River has gone down a lot, and as a result there are very few steelhead
running. A few fish are still being taken, but on the whole the fishing is poor in the
Ventura. Fishing is lawful from the Foster bridge to the ocean. This covers an area of
about four miles.
Last minute report from the Santa Ynez River tell that steelhead fishing has slowed down
to a walk. The stream has cleared up a great deal since last week-end, and the catches for
the last couple of days have been poor. There are still quite a few good-sized fish in the
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open area of the stream; however, they don’t seem anxious to fall for those spinners and
salmon eggs as they did in the last two weeks.
March 1, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
MUDDY WATERS IN CREEKS STOPS ALL STEELHEAD FISHING – San Francisco
(UP) -- High and muddy waters in many creeks have resulted in the ending of winter
steelhead fishing in California, the state fish and game commission announced today.
The steelhead take was poor, the commission said.
A meeting of the commission will be held here tomorrow to discuss fish and game bills
before the current session of the legislature. Recommendations on streams and lakes to
be opened or closed for trout fishing also will be studied as well as problems of the
sardine industry.
March 1, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
EDITORIAL – VACATIONS THAT ARE TO COME – War obligations won’t suffer
by the quiet community plans now progressing apace in many localities to help meet the
state’s biggest vacation and recreation demand in history, expected to trip gaily in on the
heels of peace. Not even the military high command is oracle enough to prophesy just
what moment the back-to-nature rush will start. But California is going to be ready for it.
The returning veteran, his battles behind him, is going to be greeted with the kind of
vacation paradise he dreamed about during the busy, fateful years of fighting. And the
weary war plant worker will look for the first time in years on wooded mountains where
the gurgling trout streams are born.
Without slighting a patriotic responsibility, plans are in the making to accomplish every
preparation that war-time restrictions in time, equipment and manpower will permit.
Streams will be restocked wherever necessary—though report has it that many of the
best, whose banks no fishermen have trod since the fighting began, are so full of
rainbows and Dolly Vardens that they nudge each other ashore in the riffles.
Mountain roadways long unused and perhaps impassable even to the coming jeep parade
must be put in order, and new roads into new territory must be hewn out.
War savings in many cases will finance bright new inns in the broad desert stretches, or
rustic retreats in the hills. They will buy saddle horses and pack animals, pipe beneficial
waters into new health spas, enlarge accommodations at the northern ski chalets, and
build gay beach clubs in the south.
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“A crowded, industrial California certainly will need new playgrounds,” points out Editor
E.A. Fitzhugh of the Imperial Valley Weekly, outlining his community’s plans for
expanding recreational facilities in the sunbound desert country.
Despite the general flurry of refurbishing, the natural God-given beauty of parks and
forests, largely undisturbed by the hands of men, are to be made accessible, too, by a new
system of hiking paths and bridle trails contemplated by bills now being considered at
Sacramento.
Many a civilian, in the days following victory, thankful for the surcease of casualty lists
ended and his own war job well done, will look to the vacation lands with fresh
appreciation.
Many a tired veteran, his nerves as tight as a drawn bowstring, and bearing his worst war
scars too deep for the world to see, will be grateful for the quiet peace and the
recreational welcome he will find here when he turns his eyes once more toward home.
March 10, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TWO FISHERMEN DRAW $25 FINES – County Game Warden Jack White announced
yesterday, four violations of state fish and game code regulations.
J.G. Pickens, Glendale, and E.D. Harry, Oxnard, drew $25 fines for snagging trout in the
Ventura river, while Harry’s fine was suspended. A juvenile boy, arrested on the same
charge, was turned over to youth authorities.
A.J. Hammer, Los Angeles, who was arrested on a charge of fishing above the Foster
park bridge—a closed area—also drew a $25 fine, according to White.
White and Al Crocker, deputy state fish and game warden, arrested all violators, except
Pickens, who was arrested by L.R. Metzgar and Ted Jolley, deputy fish and game
wardens. All the defendants appeared in Ventura justice court.
March 28, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
EDITORIAL – THIS INDUSTRY CAN BE EXPANDED – Perhaps the biggest industry
in California after war should be recreation.
It is already the third largest industry in the state—about 650 million dollars a year—
ranking next to manufacture and agriculture. And it could be much bigger because we
have everything to offer.
Fortunately, recreation is an industry that does not create surplus goods to embarrass
other industries, and it is one industry where you see a resource over and over and still
keep it for endless future sales.
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Jerry Carpenter of the State Chamber of Commerce, who works, eats and sleeps
recreation, pausing only to keep his pipe filled, has been working for months to make an
appraisal of the recreation industry of California, and he produces some interesting
statistics.
We are prone to think of football as being a pretty large recreation industry. Well, it does
add up to about $6,000,000 a year for games admissions. But that’s peanuts. Fishing in
this state is a 55 million dollar industry; deer hunting, 19 million dollars, duck hunting,
36 million dollars. These are sums of money spent for hunting and fishing equipment
and for licenses, transportation, etc.
Sea fishing lures some 2 million persons a year to Florida. We have 1,264 miles of tidal
shore line in California, not to mention several hundred lakes and 26,000 miles of
potential fishing streams, which puts us up on Florida in total opportunities.
Some years ago Mr. Carpenter started pushing for winter sports. It has grown to a 15
million dollar industry and is still in rompers, so to say.
We mentioned recently that California has more riding horses than any other state. But it
is New England which gets the trade in vacations on horseback, because they have
provided the trails which make it possible for horseback riders to amble, explore, and
stop at interesting inns and old historic spots. California could easily excel in this.
We have mineral springs in California which equal in health properties all the famous
spas of the world, but we have not made much use of them.
These are all things which furnish employment, bring in revenue, contribute to health and
well-being.
Mr. Carpenter suggest that proposed expenditures in the state by the federal government,
state and local communities, all of which tie into recreation, and travel, could furnish 11
million man-made days of labor for reasonable cost spread over the postwar period, and
the recreational returns alone will make them swell investments. These things include
placing more trout in streams, doing a better job of controlling predatory animals,
improving and expanding the parks, forests, beaches, winter sports, riding trails, historic
landmarks, and airports which may be used by out-of-state and home vacationists.
These are suggestions which California could get its teeth into and the dividends in health
and dollars add up to sound after-war planning.—Pacific Rural Press.
April 5, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Going Fishing? Make Your Reservation Now for packing down
the Sespe River. Pack Horses and saddle horses at Piedro Blanco Call 748Y1 G.H.
Rasmussen.
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April 11, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
STEELHEAD FISHING DISCUSSED AT ROD, GUN CLUB SESSION – Over a
hundred persons attended the Ventura County Rod and Gun club meeting held at 8
o’clock last night at the Masonic hall in Oxnard.
Included on the agenda was a discussion of the steelhead fishing situation in the Ventura
river and the coyote problem with relation to the loss and damage to livestock and deer.
The aspects of the legislature making laws relative to the fishing and gaming in the state
were reviewed. President J.A. DeSerpa pointed out that the legislature meets but once
every two years and that during this period rulings relative to limits and restrictions
should be made in order to avoid loss.
Three motion pictures were also shown to the members touching on the sporting, fishing
and hunting in the country. Fifty new members joined the club at the session last night.
April 26, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Let’s Go Fishin’! Tuesday May 1st is the day. Secure your
angling license now! There is no thrill like fighting a trout on your line…and that thrill is
reserved for the fisherman. Out on the stream you have a grand time and meet a lot of
fine fellows. We have fly lines, leaders, leader material, flies, hooks, salmon eggs, bass
lures, canvas creels. Coleman Camp Stoves, Coleman Lanterns, Camp Axes and
Shovels. Let us help you getting your gear together. Watkins Hardware Co. 935 Main.
April 27, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
IZAAK WALTONS GET FISHING TACKLE READY FOR MAY 1ST – “You’ll get a
line and I’ll get a pole.” This will be the main tune sung by local fishermen when May 1
dawns and opens the fishing season. From all indications the town will be deserted and
the boys will be off to the mountain streams and reservoirs trying to catch the BIG one.
Jay Crusey, local authority, said today that in his estimation the season would be “good.”
He pointed out that last year the fishermen averaged 20 fish per person, that this year the
outlook was cut to about 15 fish.
“However,” Crusey added, “the fish are going to weigh more this season, so in the long
run we’ll have a better run—to be puny.”
The four main areas for the localities are Santa Paula creek, Ventura river to the Matilija
creek, lower Sespe and Wheeler Hot Springs to the upper Sespe.
April 28, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
HATCHERY PUTS 3,000 TROUT IN STREAMS – Over 3,000 trout have been taken
from the Fillmore state fish hatchery in the past week and stocked in Cucamonga creek
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above Ontario. It was pointed out that more than half of these are over six inches long,
with some running 10 and 11 inches, and hundreds eight and nine inches in length.
One spokesman for the state fish and game wardens said that in the heat of the summer a
number of the streams dry up and trout stocked in the streams die in the mud; winter
floods wash them out of the streams and they die when the water recedes.
In an effort to control this sort of thing, the small young trout have been ignored this
season, and the six-inchers and up have been planted. The majority of them are
rainbows, spawned and raised in running water at the hatchery and full of the old fight
that lures thousands each year to snag them from watery beds.
Steelhead fishing this year is expected to hit an all-time high. Emphasis was laid on the
fact that the water is high this year and therefore feeding good. At various times the
water has been low and the moss food low, and as a result the fish were small.
A number of local residents are planning pack trips into the mountains Tuesday in order
to be there bright and early and catch their quota.
County Game Warden Jack White, and Al Crocker, state fish and game warden, have
stocked the following streams, according to B.H. Unruh, fish hatchery man:
Lockwood creek, upper Piru district, 2,000 trout planted.
Matilija creek, 5,000 in both forks.
Reyes creek, 1,800, located near upper Maricopa road and Lock wood valley road.
Santa Paula creek, 2,000; all larger trout from eight to 10 inches long.
Sespe river, 5,500 trout planted from the upper Sespe to the lower end toward Fillmore.
Rincon creek, near the Santa Barbara line, 1,500 trout planted.
April 30, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
SLOGAN FOR ANGLERS MAY 1ST: “CAN’T TODAY! GOIN’ FISHING” – The
“three little fishes” had best take to dry land Tuesday May 1, when one-half the
population of the county starts its annual trek to the old fishing holes around this vicinity.
The outlook for sportsmen today is “good.” Virtually all waterways in Ventura county
are well stocked by state and county authorities, and Jack White, game warden, said the
most successful fishing season in recent years is anticipated.
The warden forecast the best fishing in Santa Paula creek, the upper and lower Sespe,
Matilija creek, Matilija north fork, San Antonio creek and Rincon creek. Some 18,000
aged fish have been planted in these streams and in Lime canyon and Howard creek,
White said.
In addition, 10,000 fingerlings were planted in headwaters of the Senior canyon and
6,000 in the headwaters of Piedra Blanca, according to White.
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The Ventura and Sespe rivers and Matilija and Santa Paula creeks have all bountiful
supplies of native fish, White declared, and fishing should be exceptional in these four
streams. He added that some steelhead have been sighted spawning recently and
predicted that Coyote and Santa Ana creeks will be high on the list of fishing spots.
All fishermen over 18 years of age must carry state licenses, now obtainable at sporting
goods stores in Ventura county. Sportsmen are urged to secure licenses now and not to
wait until tomorrow morning.
The daily bag limit of 25 fish or 10 pounds and one fish will be enforced strictly by
White and a staff of county and state fish and game wardens who will patrol the entire
countryside, the warden added.
Fishermen will cast their lines as the go signal is given, an hour before sunrise at 5:35
a.m. Schools in Fillmore will not keep that day and the attendance at the local schools is
expected to be slacked off.
May 1, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
HAROLD BAKER, FIRST ANGLER TO BRING IN LIMIT – Alarm clocks jangled
throughout Santa Paula this morning as early as 3 a.m. and in the cold gray light of dawn,
the local sportsmen gulped down a cup of steaming black coffee and then hied off to the
“old fishin’ hole.”
Fishermen from 9 years up lined the banks and cast their lines, concentrating on catching
the limit and racing back to town to capture the title of “first.”
Santa Paula look deserted in the early morning hours. Stores were manned by as meager
a force as thought advisable and those who remained behind, cast envious glances toward
the mountains and sighed wistfully.
The elementary schools and the high school were confronted with the usual May 1st
absentee problem as Johnny and Mary substituted rod and reels for “reading, writing and
arithmetic.”
At 11 o’clock the rush was on’ the fishermen had returned. Drug stores and restaurants
were filled to capacity and the “fish stores” were the order of the day. Trout shoved aside
the war news and wagers as to when the Germans would capitulate.
The “first” to report his “limit” to the Chronicle was Harold Baker, also the top of the list
last year. Baker said he was off to the creek at 3 o’clock this morning had caught his
limit by 10:45 a.m. Contrary to previous reports, Baker declared that he did not believe
the fishing this year comparable to other seasons. He declared that last year he had
caught his quota by 9:30 and “it took over five hours this time.”
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Fishermen said this is one of the heaviest opening seasons and estimated that over 150
cars were jammed around Santa Paula creek at 8 o’clock this morning.
One of the reasons for such an increased interest this year is attributed to the current meat
shortage. Baker remarked that there were over four persons to each fishing hole.
Delbert Clegg, first string pitcher for the Cardinals, accompanied by his pal, Bobbie
Burleson, did a little fancy hurling of a line into the Santa Paula creek today and when
Clegg pulled his reel out of the water he had landed a 20-inch steelhead trout.
The boys were out of the hay at 4:30 a.m. and on their way up the canyon to the spot they
had selected above the second crossing at the falls.
Fishing was so heavy in the Ventura and Sespe rivers and Matilija creek, all of which
were planted with bountiful supplies of fish. Jack white, game warden, emphasized today
that the daily bag limit of 25 fish or 10 pounds and one fish will be enforced strictly by a
staff of county game wardens who will patrol the entire countryside.
Spokesman said they expected that almost 500,000 anglers will seek trout before the
season ends Oct. 31, and added that they believed more than 400,000 licenses will be
sold. Persons under 18 and servicemen can fish free.
May 2, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
I SAW…Dale von Trebra fishing with “steen” others in the Santa Paula creek above the
Ferndale ranch. He caught one small one and threw it back. A second was hooked. It
was tossed in again. Then he got a whale just as he was about to land the 20-inch trout,
the imp winked its eye at Dale and plopped back into the stream with the little ones.
I SAW…Fishing rods, reels, and camping equipment displayed in Watkins window and
decided that a law should be passed preventing the exhibition of such alluring gadgets.
They have such a marked tendency to take a person’s mind off his work.
September 17, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TO PLANT TROUT – Recent efforts by the state fish hatchery at Fillmore to plant young
trout in Ventura county streams has been frustrated by the extremely warm water in the
local streams, it was learned recently. It was said that the small pools of water were so
warm that the fish would die. Efforts to replant the streams will be made later, it was
said.
September 20, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TEAGUE SHOWS FILMS ON HUNTING, FISHING AT GUN CLUB OUTING –
Approximately 100 members of the Rod and Gun club met for an outdoor session in
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Steckel park last evening to see colored moving pictures of hunting and fishing trips,
shown by Milton M. Teague.
Jack White, county game warden, gave a talk regarding hunting and fishing in which he
told of the 5,000 trout taken last week to be returned to the fish hatchery at Fillmore when
the water temperature ranging from 79 to 81 degrees proved too warm.
In regard to the return of the trout, Keith Coffee, club secretary, suggested that the club
members and Boy Scouts build small check dams in local streams in order to keep the
water at a cooler temperature for the assurance of better fishing.
November 25, 1945 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March -- …Over the holiday I was at the
Fillmore hatchery and had a chance to see the trout which are now being moved out to
the local lakes, such as Big Bear and Lake Arrowhead. Lake fish are planted at this time
of year and stream plantings are done in the spring of the year. D.A. Clanton, the
hatchery manager, informed me that prior to the opening of the trout season next spring
he will issue to the paper a list of the plantings which have been made from now till the
opening.
November 26, 1945 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISH HATCHERY AT FILLMORE KEPT BUSY RAISING RAINBOW TROUT FOR
STOCKING NEARBY STREAMS – If you happen to be near the Santa Paula creek or
the River of Doubt some day and see some men drive up with box-like truck, jump out
carrying pails and then dash down to the waters edge and appear to be very busy, do not
think they are bailing out the stream or panning for gold. You would find that they were
from the State Fish Hatchery in Fillmore and were engaged in stocking the streams with
rainbow trout.
Did you know that from 170,000 to 200,000 each year are put in the streams in Ventura
county by the state? In general the principle followed is to stock each individual creek
prior to the opening of the fishing season which is May 1.
Some of the streams nearby which are ready for the Izaak Waltons and juvenile anglers
are the Santa Paula Creek, Lost Creek, Jap Creek below Fillmore; the River of Doubt
(really part of the Santa Clara River); Sisar Creek which flows into Santa Paula Creek,
San Antonio Creek near Ojai, Matilija Creek which is located in the upper sections of the
Ventura River; Wheeler Gorge Creek, the upper sections of the Sespe River and the
lower Sespe near the dam, the Rincon Creek, the Reyes Creek, north of the mountains
and toward Maricopa, Piru, Bucks and Snow Creeks.
So popular is fishing in these regions that Fish Culturist D.A. Clanton, and assistant
supervisor of hatcheries, actually counted 700 anglers along Santa Paula Creek, and most
of them had caught something.

639

Draft History of Steelhead and Rainbow Trout

November 03, 2008

To provide an ample supply of rainbow trout for the enthusiastic sportsmen between the
months of May 1 and October 31 (the extent of the season) requires no end of
preparation. Suppose we get on the live car which we saw drive up to one of the streams
and which brought the trout, and ride back on it to the hatchery at Fillmore to see how
these thousands are grown.
Upon arrival on the scene we are confronted with a pleasant setting with a system of three
streams with 30 ageing ponds each 100 feet long. Piping is so arranged that each pond
can be supplied with fresh water as needed.
Going on a little further is what is called the hatchery building. Here are eight tanks and
circular ponds. Water is tumbling down miniature falls so as to give it plenty of oxygen,
for otherwise the tiny fish would die. Trout must have aeration. Their natural habitat is a
stream; so the water is agitated and the fish swim along with it.
After this general view of the hatchery building we get very curious and want to see what
each tank contains. This first one contains a wire basket full of fertilized eggs which had
been trapped far way in some mountain lakes. We learn that they had to be packed in ice
and then sent down to Fillmore. To our surprise we learn that this is nothing for eggs
have been shipped in this manner to Newfoundland and England. To continue with our
investigation we note that the eggs will hatch in 21 days and during this period they are
like most things which come into this world, fed from the eggs.
Here are some fish 48 hours old, and some only one minute. When they get clear of the
egg, they drop down through the screen in to the tank below. The yellow sack or part of
the egg stays attached to the new-born fish for about two weeks. One of the troughs
alone contained over 208,000 tiny rainbow trout.
As they grow older they are shifted to different tanks and get fed finely ground liver. The
little ones are fed six times a day, and the older ones twice. The trout who go through
this primary training soon graduate into the large stream described above. When they are
big enough they are taken for a ride in the live car, and turned loose in the various creeks,
but not for long. Soon some eager angler has them hooked and like so many of their
predecessors they wind up in the frying pan.
In fact from 35 to 40 tons of rainbow trout catchable size, are put in streams in one year’s
time. They are raised at the hatchery by trained culturists and in general each fish grows
about an inch a month. Yes, it is the diet that makes them develop. They have
anchovies, sardines, clams, shrimp, and canned fish which has been condemned due to
faulty tins, crimped surfaces, etc. While walking around the grounds of the hatchery we
have a hard time keeping our minds on the fish due to the presence of Mable.
Mable is a legendary creature—a fawn—who when very tiny was seized in the claws of
an eagle and carried aloft, supposedly for a meal. However, pursuing eagles disturbed
the bird with his prey, and near the hatchery, he dropped the baby deer into a tree.
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Several people had noticed the “gimme” game in the sky and when the fawn fell, they
rushed to the spot, rescued the “gal” who later become know as Mable.
Now Mable, is very tame and follows you around just like a pet dog. She will let you pet
her and feed her if you are very slow. The children at the hatchery have adopted Mable,
and each house is visited by the fawn every day for her allotment of milk or some other
hand-out. So if you are not careful you will be more interested in what Mable does than
you will be in how the fish get into their ponds.
While we look at the fawn out of the corner of our eye, we hear Clanton, the boss of the
hatchery tell of the many other activities of his men such as the rescue work. When the
water gets low in the streams and fish are about to die, the culturists hurry out to the
danger spots and bring these fish back to the hatchery until such time as the rains fill up
the streams. Over two million fish a year are saved this way.
Last year over one million bass were rescued and about 22,000 pounds of blue gills,
catfish, and crappies. Not only does the water get low, but also too warm for the fish to
thrive.
Clanton is trying to educate us. He says there are 260,000 miles of potential fishing
streams in California, 8,000 lakes, and in 1950 the population of the state will be nine
million. So what? The point is that there will be a need for more fish hatcheries, travel
will be great and fishermen will have to be able to pursue their favorite sport.
The whole fish and game department is self-supporting for the money is supplied through
the sale of hunting and fishing licenses. There are 300,000 hunting licenses.
December 30, 1945 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March – All this rain we have had can mean
only one thing for the fisherman and that is steelhead fishing will soon be here. The low
fog which we had over the holiday season opened the Santa Ynez enough to allow a fair
run of fish, but to date the streams are muddy and high, and any fish that sneaked in from
the ocean are having it their own way up till now. If the streams clear by the week-end
we will probably get our first steelhead of the season.
Let’s brief review the restrictions both for limit and open areas so we’ll know where we
stand. The two streams open for steelhead here in Southern California are the Ventura, at
Ventura, where the anglers have four miles of stream from the ocean to Foster Park
Bridge, and the Santa Ynez, in Santa Barbara County, which is open as far as the
Buellton Bridge—an area of about 28 miles. The limit is three per day regardless of size.
Let’s mention here that any tidewaters at the mouths of any streams is legal area, but the
streams are closed.
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1946
Rainfall – 11.32 Inches
January 6, 1946 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March – …Before we start with the steelhead
picture, let’s remind the angling fraternity to pick up their 1946 fishing licenses now so
when they get fishing fever they’ll be all set. I was one of a host of disappointed anglers
who visited the Santa Ynez River last week-end.
The stories seem to bear out that the fish have just failed to arrive in any number as yet.
The river has plenty of clear water and the opening at the ocean is intermittently open,
depending on tide conditions; however—no fish. One lucky boy who calls himself Newt
Collins and resides in Topanga Canyon brought home an eight-pounder, which any of the
anglers would have been more than pleased with.
On the Ventura River the story is about the same. Some fish have been taken, but as yet
it isn’t worth the trip.
Capt. Macklin of the Division of the Fish and Game tells me that he hopes the
commission will strongly consider the closure of the steelhead areas during the regular
summer season. Not only are the young fish caught at an alarming rate, but these waters
are needed for rearing ponds for the young fish. By making these few closures we would
be putting into practice the same program which has been used so successfully in
Northern California.
Our steelhead run gets better every year and this is due mainly to the closure of the
lagoon area on the Santa Ynez; however, this program should be extended to include all
winter steelhead areas in Southern California. Then when we get a fish, rather than
getting a young steelhead which might go 6 inches, we will be getting those season
babies which run from five pounds and up.
January 13, 1946 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March – …In the fishing picture the big run on
steelhead is still coming up. Ventura River is getting almost no fish at all while the Santa
Ynez can only report a very few fish being taken. Until we get a good rain we can almost
cross steelhead off our list.
The recondition of the Chatsworth Reservoir so that the water supply will be fit for
human consumption will close the chapter on using these grounds for public fishing. At
present the lake is drained and altered to get rid of oil seepage, which has put it out of
circulation for the past few years. Many of our local anglers have claimed that this lake
held some fine fish, but the commission feels that carp have taken over the lake to the
extent of eliminating the game fish.
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January 27, 1946 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March – …Our sporting blood will have to be
satisfied with the pursuit of the finny tribe for the some little time now, and there is the
picture at present. On steelhead there are no runs in progress due to the lack of rains;
however, there have been some good fish taken in the surf at Ventura and a few at
Malibu. On the subject of Malibu and steelhead, I have checked with Capt. Mackling of
the Fish and Game and he tells me that the tidewaters of all coastal streams are open for
steelhead fishing. On the Malibu this includes the water to the highway bridge—the
water above the bridge is closed till the opening of the trout season.
January 30, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
LIMIT ON TROUT CUT FORM 25 TO 15 FISH BY COMMISSION – Los Angeles
(UP) – The limit on trout today was cut from 25 to 15 fish, or 10 pounds and one fish, as
a conservation measure by the state fish and game commission.
The reduction was favored by southern California sportsmen who said that streams in the
Inyo-Mono area almost were depleted last season under the old limit.
A proposal that the shipping of trout be fixed at two limits per season was taken under
consideration but the commission’s attorney said it did not have power to pass such
regulations.
February 10, 1946 – Los Angeles Time
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March – Steelhead fishermen can put their rods
away again and go back to watching the weather reports because there just wasn’t enough
rain to open the rivers. On the Santa Ynez River there was a small run of fish but nothing
to get excited about. The Ventura failed to open enough to bring in a run of fish,
however, here have been some good catches in the surf. Neither of these streams to our
north received as much rain as we did locally, so—no fish. At Malibu Lagoon, known
locally as the “poor man’s Klamath,” there have been less than a dozen good fish taken,
despite a barrage of shiny hardware from the fishermen.
February 24, 1946 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March – This will be your last chance at the
steelhead because the season closed Feb. 28. This has been a very disappointing year on
the steelies and the blame can all fall on the weatherman. If we don’t get heavy rains the
rivers don’t open up enough to let in the big runs of fish.
At present the prospects for a good closer are pretty slim. There are a few fish in the
Ventura, but here are 20 fishermen for every fish. At the Santa Ynez the story is even
slower, with only an occasional fish taken. This sounds like a Sad Sam, but if we get a
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heavy rain, grab your rod and come running because there are plenty of fish in the surf
and the picture could change in a matter of hours.
March 13, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
CHANGES MADE IN SPORT FISHING LAWS – Jack E. White, county game warden,
disclosed yesterday that several changes in the sport fishing laws were recently enacted
by the state fish and game commission, meeting at Los Angeles.
According to the new rules, salmon may not be taken with a spear in any part of the state
of California. Not more that 15 trout, 15 Rocky Mountain whitefish, or 15 of both, not
more than 10 pounds of one or both may be taken or possessed in any day. Chumming in
inland waters is forbidden, and black bass may be taken only by angling between May 29
and December 31 in the south lake of Lake Merced.
Black bass, Sacramento perch and sunfish may be taken only by angling between May 1
and October 31 in all waters of Lake Britton, situated in the county of Shasta, and no
California whiting of less than 12 inches in length shall be taken.
The new rules became effective February 15.
March 15, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FIVE JUVENILES FIGURE IN MINOR OFFENSES HERE – Juvenile offenses
continued to hold the spotlight in the police records of the last few days, with five Santa
Paula boys involved in minor offenses.
Three 13-year-old boys were taken into custody by the state game warden here for fishing
steelheads out of the Santa Clara river out of season. The boys had taken the afternoon
off from school Wednesday to fish. The boys were turned over to juvenile authorities at
Ventura.
March 16, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISH BAT SELVES TO DEATH TRYING TO GET UPSTREAM – (UP) – Huge
steelhead fish are battering themselves to death by scores in a frantic effort to get
upstream to spawn over the “ladder” across the Santa Ynez river near Lompoc, Game
Warden Herald Lantis was told today.
Justice of the Peace Horace T. Reed of Lompoc asked Lantis to stretch a screen across
the river below the ladder or throw a sandbar across the mouth to keep the fish in the
ocean.
He said “hundreds of large fish were fighting to get up the ladder” in pools below it so
shallow they could have been taken by hand.
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April 5, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING SEASON OPENS MAY 1 – With the approach of spring and its balmy days, a
young man’s fancy turns to thoughts of—no, it’s fishing here in Santa Paula, not what
you thought we were going to say. And that statement holds true today from H.R.
Dunbar, chief of the bureau of licenses of the California division of fish and game that all
anglers better begin buying their license now and avoid the perennial last-minute rush.
The season opens May 1, and it is a cinch that many a local businessman won’t get to the
office until 10 a.m. that day.
“Experience has been in the past that sportsmen wait until the last few days to buy their
licenses causing undue strain on the agencies,” Dunbar said. “More than 1600 agents are
handling licenses as an accommodation to the sportsmen and are still working
shorthanded. As a favor to them, the sportsmen should buy now and not wait until the
last minute.”
Dunbar expects sales this season to break all existing records including the high mark last
year of $1,100,000.
April 25, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHERMEN URGED TO GET LICENSES TO AVOID RUSH – Santa Paula fishermen
are urged by the county game warden, Jack White, to get their fishing license early to
avoid a last minute rush on sporting goods stores. The 1946 trout season is set to open
May 1, only six days away.
Licenses may be obtained at all local hardware stores stocking fishing tackle, White said,
as well as any throughout the county.
Bearing in mind the late rains that have raised the level of rivers and creeks throughout
the county, local anglers are hopeful for a good opening day.
April 26, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TROUT REPORTED WORKING BACK INTO CREEKS – Scouts have been out
checking on the trout fishing prospects and generally speaking report that fish in Ventura
county are working back into the creeks. Bert Stewart, Jr., of the National Auto club,
says that sport for trout fishermen opens on May 1, and the late run of steelhead interests
the anglers.
Few steelhead reported in Matilija near Lyons Springs.
April 30, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
LOCAL ANGLERS EXPECT RESULTS ON OPENING DAY FOR FISHING – In
Mexico, everybody makes his plan for “manana.” And in Santa Paula, and other Ventura
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county communities, they are doing just that today. For “manana,” or tomorrow, is May
1, and somewhat of a national holiday in these parts. It isn’t the town’s anniversary or
the Glen City equivalent of the Fourth of July—it’s even better than that. It’s the opening
of the annual fishing season, which last until October 31.
Life won’t begin at 8:30 tomorrow morning in the business district. In fact it may not
begin at all in some shops. But while the usually bustling shopping district will look like
some Sunday morning, the local trout streams will be full of fish clothed in suits of armor
to duck the lead and steel thrown in by anxious anglers. For tomorrow the seasoned
professional fishermen will rub elbows with Joe Doakes in an effort to bring that first
catch home for mama to admire.
According to the number of licenses sold thus far in local hardware stores, about 500
would-be Isaak Waltons will be out there tomorrow when old Sol rises, trying to lure the
wary fish with bait and fly.
According to Jay Crusey, of Watkins Hardware store, the Santa Paula creek is now well
stocked, in anticipation of the first post-war fishing season.
“There are plenty of fish all the way up and down the creek,” he said, “and the lower and
upper Sespe are also well filled, from what I have heard.”
As of about 10 a.m. today, some 200 licenses were sold by Crusey, and he anticipated
plenty more.
“I expect that the percentage of anglers in the local streams will be about the same as last
year,” he declared, pointing out that although there are plenty of returned vets back this
year, the lifting of gasoline rationing has made it possible to travel to all points of the
state.
Asked if the fly fisherman was to take all the honors tomorrow, as is usually the case with
trout, Crusey was inclined to favor the bait fisherman.
“The biggest catches will be made on bait,” he said, “although the flies will catch plenty.”
“In fact,” he predicted, “about 75 per cent of the catches tomorrow will be made on bait,
and this will hold true particularly during the first few days.”
At this point, Lt. Frank Ingledow of the Santa Paula police, who was signing up for his
licenses, pointed out that “the fish are all under the water looking for bait, and ignore the
flies on the surface.”
Ingledow asked if he was going out tomorrow, answered emphatically in the affirmative,
pointing out that he had “been fishing ever since he could remember and he was 54 years
old now.
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Officials of the state fish hatchery at Fillmore confirmed Crusey’s predictions about the
streams being well stocked, and said the additional fish were planted in an anticipation of
a record group of anglers tomorrow.
“Everyone is fishing-minded all of a sudden,” one official said. He pointed out that in the
1945 season some $1,100,000 worth of licenses sold, and anticipated that the sum would
be even more this year.
Ralph Chapek, manager of Butcher’s hardware store, envisioned plenty of “Huckleberry
Finns: with bamboo poles and string, due to the tackle shortage.
“We have sold about 100 licenses thus far, and expect to sell more before the day is
over,” he said, pointing out that even the shortage of tackle isn’t discouraging the local
lads.
Russell Chambers, Santa Paula’s traveling council member, is going to Lake Gregory for
his angling. He did not disclose whether any of the other councilmen were
accompanying him.
The fishing problem is being handled in various ways by the school officials both here
and in Fillmore. In the latter place, both high and elementary schools have been given
the day off, in observance of what one school official termed a “traditional holiday.”
“Very few students will come to school anyhow,” she said, “so the board made it
official.”
Santa Paula school officials, however, look upon the event with a fishy eye (no pun
intended). According to Freeman Eakin, high school principal, students who wish to go
fishing tomorrow will have to make arrangements with the attendance officer and have
their parent’s permission, and the time missed will be made up later. In the elementary
schools here, students may be excused to go fishing if they present a note signed by their
parents, certifying that they are going fishing in the company of their parent or guardian.
And so it goes, with everyone from the colonel’s lady to Judy O’Grady preparing to cook
that trout for tomorrow’s dinner. If you have any business to transact tomorrow, our
advice is to let it go until later. Because, here, as in Mexico, everything is going to be
postponed from Wednesday until “manana.”
ADVERTISEMENT – Fishing Season Opens Wednesday, May 1 Sunrise 5:05 a.m. The
water in the streams is up, and good plants of trout have been made in this area. Let’s go
Fishing! Watkins Hardware has a good supply of Fishing Needs Reels-Creels-HooksLeaders-Flies-Eggs Come in and fill in your needs. Make this your outing year.
Watkins Hardware Co.
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NEWS FROM RANCHO SESPE – Norman Harvey, Attorney Harry Wesley, Dr. C.R.
Illick and Earl McCloud and a friend of Los Angeles left today on a several day’s fishing
trip in the Piedra Blanca region.
May 1, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ON FISHING TRIP – Dr. Fred Schlichter, his brother, Walter Schlichter, Fay Fort, Paul
Keith and James Sharp are members of a camping party who packed into the upper Sespe
for a fishing expedition yesterday to remain until Sunday.
ABBIATTI BROTHERS FIRST TO REPORT LIMIT CATCH TODAY – The first catch
reported to the Chronicle by early morning anglers today came in at 7:30 a.m., when
Howard “Dutch” Abbiatti, of the Limoneira ranch, and Max Abbiatti, 926 Terracina
drive, came to the office with 15 rainbow trout each, their limit under the fish and game
regulations.
The fish were caught in Santa Paula creek between the bridge and the first crossing.
Each weighed about one pound and eight ounces, and the brothers used salmon eggs for
bait.
Asked if the catch put up much of a fight, the pair replied that it was “quite a battle, but
worth it.”
Both brothers have been going out on May day for the opening of the season since 1936.
Max, however, missed one season because of the fact that he was in military service.
May 2, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
RUDY MORUA, 13 YEARS, CATCHES BIGGEST TROUT – Perhaps the proudest
fisherman in town yesterday was Rudy Morua, 13-year-old angler, who walked into the
Chronicle office around 6 p.m. yesterday with sparkling eyes and a broad smile to display
a 23 ¾ inch rainbow trout. It weighed just one ounce less than three pounds.
He was using salmon eggs for bait and caught the prize beauty in Santa Paula creek just
above where it joins the Santa Clara river. The fish put up quite a battle and in his
excitement the young fisherman jumped in the creek to make sure of him. But shucks!
What’s a little wetting more or less, for a fish like that?
May 4, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
I SAW…Franklin Duncan returning from a fishing expedition up Santa Paula creek and
reporting that the trout just refused to bite except two little ones.
May 5, 1946 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March – This week-end will probably see the
largest turnout of fishermen ever to invade the lakes and streams of this fair State. The
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enthusiasm for fishing which has been retarded for the last four years by the war effort
and the gas shortage is now free to go as far as it can. Looking over the early reports on
the opening catches we can see several bright spots in the picture. Hottest openers were
Little Rock Dam, Crystal Lake and the Sespe River. These three favorites were well up
to standard but gloom hovers over several spots which we were assured had plenty of fish
stocked for the opener. The San Gabriel River saw the largest turnout it has ever
experienced but the fishing was poor and the best anglers had trouble filling the 15-limit.
We are used to all types of shortages, so a fish shortage shouldn’t shock us too much.
Prior to the opening, the State Fish and Game stocked 162,630 aged trout in our local
waters. This is a lot of fish but if we consider that one-third of the anglers of the State are
in Southern California and we sold over 500,000 licenses last year this figures about one
fish for every fisherman. The story isn’t quite this bad because there is a certain
percentage of natural spawning and then there are the bass lakes to consider. At present
there is one hatchery at Fillmore, one under construction at Whittier, and another on
blueprints for Victorville. These hatcheries are all devoted exclusively to trout raising.
There is no attempt being made to raise bass which are more prolific and faster growing
than trout.
The business of fishing is a multimillion dollar business in this State from the angle of
equipment and recreation facilities for sale to the public. Fish and Game Commissioner
Ben Williams has said that when things got bad enough there would probably be
something done about it. Well, let’s hope this year, with a full-strength commission in
action, that we can accomplish something to benefit Mr. Average Fishermen.
May 7, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Going Fishing? Take your Portable Radio equipped with proper
batteries, properly installed from qualified technicians listed below….R.E.S.A. Radio
Electronics Specialists Association
NEWS FROM RANCHO SESPE – A number of the Sespe men went fishing Sunday and
had the good luck to catch the limit. Also several of the Sespe residents attended the
rodeo at Ventura the same day.
June 29, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FOUR VIOLATORS OF FISH AND GAME LAWS ARRESTED IN JUNE – Four
violators of the fish and game laws were arrested in Ventura county during the month of
June, it was announced by Jack White, county game warden, Friday.
Thomas Lennon of Santa Monica was arrested in Santa Paula creek for fishing without a
license. He was apprehended by Henry Shebley, state game warden, and fined $20 by
Judge Frederick E. Bagnall in Santa Paula justice court on June 7. The same was arrested
again June 22 and charged with giving false information in obtaining a license. He was
sentenced to pay a fine of $25 but the sentence was suspended.
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White arrested Ray McCook of Chatsworth for fishing in Lake Eleanor on May 30
without a license. He was sentenced to pay a $35 fine in Judge David Flynn’s Camarillo
justice court.
George H. Gill of Los Angeles and Robert J. Hostetter of Beverly Hills were fined $25
each with $15 suspended by Judge E.C. Graham in Simi justice court June 16. The two
men were arrested in the Santa Susanna area for hunting without a license, the same day.
White and Deputy Sheriff Bert Stephens made the arrest.
July 1, 1946 – Oxnard Courier
A QUICK FLIP OF THE HANDS-FISH CAUGHT – Saturday afternoon Dr. Elliott Stoll
made good a vow to catch a certain steelhead trout in the stream of Foster Park, and he
did it without the aid of fishing tackle.
Stoll and Robert Petit had first gone fishing in the stream on Sunday, June 23, and after
catching a dozen or more trout averaging about seven inches long, Stoll spotted a trout
that dwarfed the others. He hastened back to get Petit, thinking that they could drive it
into shallow water. When they returned to the spot, the fish had disappeared.
Stoll who teaches at the University of Southern California dental school, told friends that
he was going to return the following week-end and get the fish. Saturday afternoon Stoll
and his father, Dr. A.H. Stoll, once again started fishing in the stream at Foster Park.
After they had caught half a dozen trout, young Stoll spotted the big steelhead about 100
feet from the spot where the fish was discovered the week before. Stoll stepped into the
water to drive the fish into a shallow pool, but it layed motionless until finally grasped
with both hands and flung up on the bank. The beauty measured 24 inches long and
weighed 4 ¾ pounds.
Stoll then took his prize to a photographer so that he could prove his fisherman’s tale.
July 30, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
CHIEF PRIMMER TELLS ABOUT FISHING IN GOOD OLD DAYS – Modern
fishermen in this area might be interested in hearing that in 1908, Santa Paula Creek and
all streams in Ventura county were literally full of trout and that there were very few
Isaak Waltons pulling the fish out of the water. This was disclosed yesterday by no less a
fishing authority than Samuel T. Primmer, chief of police, who can look back on that
many years of fishing in local waters.
Reminiscing, Primmer said that in those days the streams boasted trout up to twelve
inches long. Because the trip from Ventura to the creek and return took all day, there
were very few persons dangling bait in front of the fish then. At that time the road went
from Santa Paula across the creek where Steckel Park is now, then through the Anlauf
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property, and up what was known then as “Dietz Hill,” a very steep hill on the west side
of the creek. It forked here, according to Primmer, one section going to Ojai, the other to
the place known as the Boy Scout Camp.
In 1919, however, the trout became somewhat scarce. Feeling that other streams were
getting most of the trout planted, a group of local fishermen and sporting enthusiasts
formed the Santa Paula Fish and Game Association, with J.N. Proctor as president and
Stanley Lothridge as secretary. This organization existed for many years after, taking
care of the Santa Paula and Sespe creeks and bringing back the “good old days” when
fish were plentiful. One of the first plantings was in the Santa Paula creek above the
falls. This was the first time trout were seen in that section of the stream.
In those days, Primmer noted, all schools closed on the opening day of the fishing season
and everybody in the family went out to try his luck. Local stores gave prize for all types
of catches from the smallest trout to the longest limit laid end to end. Prizes went as high
as a $40 trout rod, he recalled.
Later, the Sespe Light and Power company built a road up to what is known as “Grassy
Flat” and a trail to Alden Creek, making the Sespe easily accessible to autos and ruined
the trout fishing, the chief said. The road was washed out in the floods of 1938 and the
trail is now grown up to brush, making the lower Sespe very difficult to reach. The
present Ventura County Rod and Gun club was organized to foster fish and game
activities in the county, and the efforts of this group, along with the work done by the
new fish hatchery at Fillmore is bringing Ventura county fishing back to the status it once
had in days gone by, Primmer said.
During the period when there was little or no trout fishing in the county, Santa Paula
fishermen began going to the area near Bishop, over roads that were sandy, devoid of
pavement, and crooked. It took the greater part of two days to make the trip, but those
who went brought back stories of golden Eastern brook and rainbow trout weighing up to
11 or 12 pounds. Many local residents make the Bishop area their vacation land now,
with Convict Lake, Mammoth Lakes or June Lake the favorites. Crowley Lake and the
Owens river are about the only places with any “big ones” left. Unless they travel into
the back country, Primmer says, seventy five percent of the new visitors to Bishop
usually don’t bag enough trout to eat.
The trout season in this district for trout is May 1 to October 31, according to the fishing
laws. The limit is 25 fish or 10 pounds and one fish. The golden trout season in this
district is from July 1 to September 30.
August 22, 1946 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISH HATCHERY VISITED – Fillmore state fish hatchery was visited Wednesday by
the state legislature’s joint interim committee on fish and game.
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The committee planned to visit similar hatcheries in San Bernardino and Whittier, then
go to Los Angeles.
October 31, 1946 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP -- by Jim March – …This is the last day of this year’s
trout and bass fishing for most of Southern California’s lakes. All lakes and streams
close at sundown tonight except lakes in San Diego County and the Colorado River,
which enjoy year-round fishing on spiney rayed fish.
On the whole this has been a record year. Individually we probably all caught less fish
than in the past few seasons, but there were far more people fishing. It is clear that our
only hope is greater fish production. This additional production is well under way in one
new hatchery for trout at Whittier and another trout hatchery is on blueprint for
Victorville.
By next season we should see a commendable fish raising and planting system in motion
here in the South.
Giving credit where credit is due we all owe a big hand to D.A. Clanton and his gang
from Fillmore for the splendid job they have done in being godfather to most of the trout
we caught locally this summer.
November 14, 1946 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March – …Winter rains mean just one thing to
the fresh-water fishermen. Steelhead, that elusive fresh-water-run fish, keeps most
fishermen checking weather reports all winter. Just what the rains can do in the way of
opening the steelhead streams is hard to say at present. If we get the green light we have
access to all tide water and all coastal streams.
On the Malibu Creek the highway bridge is the boundary; on the Ventura River the
Foster Park bridge is the limit and on the Santa Ynez it is the Buellton Bridge.
December 26, 1946 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March – Now that Santa has brought everyone
his new rod and gun for Christmas, let’s look over the possibilities for putting that
equipment to some good use.
…Our one big change of cashing in on a lot of good fishing would be to have this rain
develop into something large enough to open our steelhead trout streams. Presently, both
the Ventura and Santa Ynez have been opened slightly by former rains but not enough to
do much good. Experts believe a good run could be expected if we got sufficient rain to
make a sustained run-off.
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1947
Rainfall – 12.86 Inches
January 4, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISH AND GAME COMMISSION TO RECOMMEND CHANGES – Los Angeles (UP)
– The state fish and game commission will reveal at its San Francisco meeting Jan. 24-25
decisions as to recommendations for changes in sport fish regulations, it was announced
today.
The most “controversial” change offered to the commission yesterday was that by the
Associated Sportsmen of California who want the trout limit for northern coastal streams
to be returned to the old 25.
The southern council of conservation clubs and the bureau of fish conservation, division
of fish and game, favored the present 15 limit.
Santa Barbara sportsmen suggested an April 1 opening of the trout season. The southern
council recommended April 5 for all southern California coastal counties and a Saturday
opening for the remainder of southern California. Several school districts favored a
weekend opening to reduce class cutting.
The southern council also recommended a closed frogging season from Nov. 30 to June
30; open all southern coastal streams below Ventura to steelhead fishing during regular
season; open trout fishing in San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Los Angeles, Orange, San
Diego, San Bernardino, Imperial and Riverside counties April 5, close Sept. 28; the
grunion season be opened a month earlier.
January 5, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March – The rains have paid off for the
steelhead fishermen. The holiday saw good fish taken in both the Ventura and Santa
Ynez Rivers. Both streams have ample water to give a good flow to support a heavy
spawning run, and it appears that the sea run beauties are in fair quantities. These
streams aren’t adapted to much of the spinner and fly technique, so popular in Northern
California streams, because the largest percentage of fish are taken on red cluster eggs.
January 14, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
OVER MILLION TROUT PRODUCED AT FILLMORE FISH HATCHERY – During
the year 1946, the Fillmore state fish hatchery produced approximately 1,000,000 trout,
breaking all records while showing a net gain of 85,501 pounds over the previous year.
This was announced last week by D.A. Clanton, assistant superintendent of hatcheries in
California.
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Supplying trout for the eight southern counties from San Luis Obispo to San Diego, the
hatchery consumed 395,000 pounds of feed in order to grow the fingerlings six inches in
six months. Feed consisted of fresh anchovies, canned fish, horse meat, beef liver,
abalone trimmings, fresh clams, and shrimp.
Outside hatcheries are now sending eggs for the new year. A total of 1,500,000 small
fish and eggs are now here for use during summer and fall.
Recently the Fillmore hatchery has been hatching young fish which are transferred to the
new Whittier hatchery for aging. During 1946 a total of 500,000 small fish were shipped
to that station to help the production of trout for southern California by 15,500 pounds.
In 1943, the Fillmore plant turned out 75,000 pounds; in 1944 78,000 pounds; 1945,
68,000 pounds, 1946, 85,000 pounds.
Last year, some 437,000 steelhead fingerlings were rescued from the Santa Ynez river in
Santa Barbara county and placed in live waters. Of these, 412,000 were placed in Santa
Barbara county waters and 25,000 in this county. The crew at the hatchery also worked
on rescue projects involving spiny ray fish such as crappie, bass, bluegill and catfish.
Water conditions in Ventura county during 1946 were very poor for fish planting, the
report disclosed. The water was especially bad during the summer months due to low
conditions and hot temperature of streams. However, the hatchery was able to plant
75,000 trout in the county weighing 11,519 pounds, and 24,000 steelhead fingerlings
weighing 242 pounds.
Many regular personnel returned to their positions during the year, and man power was
increased by four men.
A new aerated fish planting tank truck was obtained. It is now possible to plant 15,000
pounds in one load, compared to 500 pounds before. This will be great advantage in long
hauls to such places as Big Bear, Gregory and Hemet lakes.
February 2, 1947 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING AND FISHING – by Jim March – The steelhead fisherman can put down that
bottle of spinner polish and wait for better rain reports, if the record speaks for itself. The
recent local rains gave Lompoc only .02 of an inch of rain and Santa Barbara .65 of an
inch. This indicates only one thing, and that is more fishermen than fish on Santa Ynez
River for the week-end.
…Elsewhere on the fishing front the anglers can look forward to very little excitement.
Now that the dies is cast for the coastal trout opener on April 5, it might be well to air
some of the difficulties the Fish and Game boys are in for this year. Last season they
killed an attempt to have an early opener, but this year the pressure was strong enough to
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force the issue. No. 1 problem for the Bureau of Conservation is getting the streams
planted prior to the opener.
The hatchery boys have to wait until the danger of spring floods is past as a heavy runoff
of water is almost fatal to newly planted fish. Now whether they can get a trout planted
under every rock of each coastal stream between the end of spring rains and the April 5
opener is the No. 1 question. At least one thing will be answered for us, and that is
whether this is good future plan or not. The only solution is to give it a try.
February 3, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
I SAW…Thirty men fishing at the mouth of the Ventura river, with about fifty persons
looking on, but even that didn’t scare the fish away.
February 9, 1947 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING AND FISHING – by Jim March – …The steelhead fishing needs only a good
rain to put the fishermen on the rampage. Plenty of fish are in the surf at all river
entrances, and some good catches are being made in the surf at Ventura and Santa Ynez
river tidewaters. If we get a heavy rain, grab your rod and hit the road because we will
probably have the hottest steelhead fishing we have seen for many years.
February 16, 1947 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING AND FISHING – by Jim March – Steelhead fishermen have until the end of
the month for their sport. Then the season shuts down until May 1 on all southern waters.
To clear up the confusing opening dates here in the Southland it might be mentioned that
all waters will open to fresh water fishing of all kinds on April 5 except in Lakes
Arrowhead, Big Bear, Crystal and Gregory, and in Santa Ynez, Ventura and Santa Clara
rivers.
The southern counties affected by the early opener are again San Luis Obispo, Santa
Barbara, Ventura, Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Imperial (except District 22)
and San Diego. The lakes and rivers mentioned above which do not open April 5 will
open on the regular date of May 1.
We are fast approaching the end of the season on steelhead and have failed to cash in on a
big run of fish. As mentioned last week, there are plenty of fish in evidence at the river
entrances, but there hasn’t been sufficient rain to give us a large migration of spawners.
February 22, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING RULES GIVEN BY STATE COMMISSION – Sacramento (UP) – That
curtailed 15-trout limit is staying in 1947; the state fish and game commission said today.
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A uniform May 30 opening date for trout in the 12 Sierra counties of central California
was set by the commission. The season ends Oct. 15. The king salmon season will run
from May 1 to Oct. 31.
The San Diego county trout season was set for April 5 to Sept. 28.
The commission listed the fresh water fishing season in southern California counties
other than San Diego as April 15 to Sept. 28, except portions of the Santa Ynez, Ventura
and Santa Clara Rivers, Lake Gregory, Lake Arrowhead, Big Bear Lake and Crystal Lake
and those portions of the area in fish and game district 22 back of the Sierras.
It is said salmon and trout could be taken from the mouth of the Mokelumne river to the
Lockford bridge from April 1 to Dec. 31 and trout and salmon from the Navarro river
from Oct. 1 to Feb. 28. Possession limits of three trout or three salmon or three in the
aggregate were set.
March 5, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
LACK OF RAINFALL CAUSING CONCERN AMONG RANCHERS – Yesterday’s
raindrops added up to a total of .04 inches on the rain gauge of Everett Gamage, the Glen
City’s weather recorder. The moisture boosted the seasons total to 13.69 inches
compared to 9.41 last year. A total of .10 inches was registered by the storm, Gamage
reported.
The moisture shortage is causing serious concern among dry growers of beans as well as
ranchers having pasture land for stock and field crop growers, it was reported this
morning by Agricultural Commissioner Chester Barrett. Citrus farmers are irrigating this
morning in many parts of the county, and some fruit has suffered already from the small
yield of rain this year.
Trout fishermen are also concerned over the low rainfall figures as many streams are
already dangerously low, according to County Game Warden Jack White. In some
stream beds, the flow is underground for long stretches, White said, and unless stream
water sources are replenished trout growth this season is bound to suffer.
The meager drops wrung out of the sky by the current storm don’t add up to enough
appreciably to relieve the present critical water situation. And the weatherman had no
news this morning to offer hope of relief in the near future. Scattered clouds and brisk
winds for coastal areas were predicted, but there were no signs yet of more rain.
March 6, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
RECORD CROWD TURNS OUT TO WITNESS TRIAL OF ED HENKE – So many
fishermen turned up to watch the opening day in the trial of Edgar E. Henke, football and
basketball star from Ventura junior college, that the case had to be moved from Ventura
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justice court into the superior court room to accommodate the spectators. Henke is being
tried on a charge of snagging steelhead trout.
Henke, represented by Walter J. Fourt, asked for a jury trial when he was charged in a
complaint signed by Warden Henry Shebley of the State Fish and Game Commission
with violation of section 621.5 of the Fish and Game code which deals with snagging
trout. Deputy Donald Roff of the district attorney’s office is in charge of the prosecution.
Henke is a star athlete at the junior college, last season playing center on the football
team and guard on the Pirate basketball squad.
ADVERTISEMENT – Grand Opening of “The Sportsman” Friday, March 7. Everything
in Sporting Goods for Hunting—Fishing—Boating—Riding—Vacation—Play. We carry
everything you will need for your fishing trip! Rods, reels for casting, deep seas, and fly
fishing. Many other hard-to-get items…….
Dear Readers: We are opening a new store; it is not a new type of store but it is a store
we feel Santa Paula has needed for some time. It is a sporting goods store named “THE
SPORTSMAN,” and is located in the new addition of the Rolls Plumbing Building, 120
S. 8th street.
We have a varied stock of things for every man or woman interested in sports activities,
who likes to have the best equipment possible to get the fullest enjoyment out of their
particular sport. We will have the best in everything we carry, and lines you find
incomplete will be completed as soon as that merchandise is obtainable.
In addition to this array of merchandise we are in a position to recondition or rebuild your
guns or rewrap your fishing rods. Bring them with you. “Tony” and “Guy” A.J. Prieur
and G.H. Rasmussen, Owners.
March 10, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING SEASON FOR CERTAIN LOCALITIES CITED – The 1947 fishing season
will begin May 1 in the Santa Paula creek and will last until October 31, it was disclosed
today by Henry Shebley, game warden of the state of California.
Other localities in which the season will fall between the above dates include Sisar creek,
Ventura river, Matilija creek, San Antonio creek, Coyote creek, upper North Fork and
Sespe river and tributaries.
The season will be from April 5 to September 28 in the following localities: Santa Clara
river above Bardsdale bridge, Piru creek, Agua Blanca creek, Buck creek, Lockwood
creek, Reyes creek, Rincon creek, Lake Sherwood, and the Piru and Saticoy spreading
grounds.
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“Trout Fishing Regulations for 1947 have been determined by the Commission” says
Emil J.N. Oott, Jr., Executive Secretary, “and became effective March 1st.” All such
orders are filed with the secretary of state and thus have the same effect as though
enacted by the legislature, and are in addition to regulatory orders made last year.
…All species of fishes may be taken only by angling from April to September 28 in the
fresh waters of San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura, Los Angeles, San Bernardino,
Riverside, and Orange counties, except the Santa Ynez River and its tributaries below
Gibraltar Dam, the Ventura River and its tributaries, the Santa Clara River and its
tributaries below the highway bridge at Fillmore, Lake Gregory, Lake Arrowhead, Big
Bear Lake, and Crystal Lake, and except in those portions of the above counties which
are in Fish and Game Districts 22.
March 25, 1947 – Report by Fish and Game
On March 25, 1947 an inspection was made of the Ventura River steelhead
situation with Messrs. D.A. Clanton and Jack White. Reports had been received that due
to light rains in the past two weeks, steelhead had entered the river in numbers.
The river was checked form the mouth to the Foster Park bridge, which seems to be
the upper limit of steelhead movement this season, due to low water conditions. An
estimated 250-300 adult steelhead were found to be present in scattered pools throughout
the 5 mile section between the mouth and Foster Park bridge. The extreme low water
conditions (6-7 cfs at mouth) above made it difficult for the adults to enter the river, as
well as make their way upstream. In the lower two miles, the river passes over open
rocky riffles which at the present time are nearly impassible to upstream movement.
Steelhead in these areas are easy prey to poachers and predators, both of which were in
evidence. In general the adult steelhead averaged 24-26 inches in length and weighed an
estimated 5-6 pounds. Occasionally a larger fish was seen but all were fairly uniform in
size. Spawning redds were in evidence at scattered locations throughout the section. In a
dry year, such as this, there is an estimated maximum of 2 miles of fairly suitable
spawning area below Foster Park bridge. This might support a maximum total of 1000
spawning adult steelhead. Thus, although losses are noticeable due to poaching and
general low water, one cannot become unduly alarmed as these fish would probably
overcrowd the limited spawning area, if all survived. This is the situation in brief.
In more detail, we examined the river mouth and found a large bar present which
makes it difficult for the fish to enter the river except at high tide. Although no adults
were seen in the ocean, large numbers were reported to be frequently seen just outside the
bar. While standing there examining the river mouth, 3 adult steelhead were seen to enter
the river from the ocean. Once over the bar, the steelhead had only a 50 yard section of
stream to navigate in order to enter the lagoon. An estimated 6-7 cfs flow was entering
the ocean. Several yearling steelhead fingerlings 9-10 inches in length were noted in the
lagoon.
One hundred yards above the highway #101 bridge, the river [winds] into the first
hole above the lagoon. The average width is 50 feet by 200 feet long, with water 2 feet
deep over a sandy-gravel bottom. At this point, 30-40 adult steelhead were seen.
Overhanging willows make an ideal location for poaching, which appears to be fairly
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common. Four dead steelhead were found in the bushes at the pool. Young steelhead 910 inches in length were in evidence in most of the holes examined but in numbers less
than or approximately the same as adults.
Proceeding upstream ¼ mile above the #101 bridge, the first critical riffle barrier
area was encountered. The slightly increased gradient over a wide rocky rubble bottom
caused the water to vary from 1-4 inches in average depth. In the first 300 yards of this
section, 19 dead adult steelhead were found. No distinct central channel exists and the
steelhead often enter a small pool which is a dead end. Six live adults were found in this
section. They had managed to find water deep enough to keep their backs covered but
could have easily been scooped out. Sea gulls were present, probably to feast on those
that become stranded. This was the principal area of high loss and only 3 or 4 more dead
fish were noted in the entire 1½ mile area directly above the #101 bridge.
Approximately 1 ½ miles above the bridge a large pool 40 feet wide, 450 feet long
and 4 feet deep was found. This pool contained some 30-35 adults. Above this point,
additional shallow riffle areas were found with occasional large pools, nearly all of which
contained adults. The stream was followed for a distance of 2½ miles above the sandy
mouth to opposite a large black oil tank.
Above this point, the river bottom is open and wide; and many oil wells, sumps,
etc. are present. Approximately ½ mile above the Foster Park bridge, the City of Ventura
water diversion intake is located. This diversion of perhaps 4-5 cfs is protected by a ½
inch mesh screen. An old intake check dam 5 feet high exists across the river at this
point, which is almost a complete barrier to upstream movement during low water
conditions. Only one steelhead was found in the pool below the check dam vainly trying
to jump this obstacle. Water was flowing about 1-2 inches deep over the rounded
concrete face. From the check dam down to the Foster Park bridge, approximately 15
adults were seen. Excellent though limited spawning gravel was noted and redds were
being constructed.
The water temperature was 71ºF; air temperature 87ºF; with weather clear at 2 pm.
Algal growth is prevalent throughout the section examined. Chubs and sticklebacks were
the only other fish species noted. These two are found in abundance.
There has been some discussion among sportsmen and law enforcement agents of
desiring a return to the former status of permitting steelhead fishing in the Ventura River
only at tidewater. This would eliminate, as they say, the slaughter of steelhead during dry
years”. They also feel that it would reduce the poaching problem. As previously
mentioned, it is believed that the river can only be utilized in dry years by a population of
approximately 1000 spawning adults, due to the character of the spawning areas in this
lower 5 mile section. Thus, any large number of adults entering the river on a dry year
will have little effect for the conservation standpoint on improving or perpetuating the
runs.
Channel improvement to reduce hazards of upstream movement was given
consideration but was decided not feasible in view of the many scattered areas of shallow
riffles. Although it is regrettable that such a fine steelhead may be decimated, due to low
water conditions it is not deemed advisable to take any action at this time, such as rescue
or channel improvement.
WILLIS A. EVANS
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April 1, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Trout Season Opens Soon Are You Ready? Add to your thrills by
using good tackle and gear. The Tackle Department at Watkins is well stocked with good
tackle and camping equipment. Good lines – tapered and level reels. Automatic also
Casting type. Nylon leaders, tapered, level – bait hooks. All sizes telescope poles – bass
rods – flies. Good Assortment. We issue angling licenses. Watkins Hardware Company.
April 2, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TROUT SEASON TO OPEN APRIL 5 IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATERS –
Sacramento (UP) – The fish and game commission today reminded fishermen that trout
season will open in southern California waters April 5.
The commission said restocking streams with 119,400 catchable-size fish in areas where
the season opens on that date will be completed by opening day.
The bag limit of 15 trout or 10 pounds and one fish adopted last year remains in effect.
ADVERTISEMENT – Trout Season Opens April 5. The following Ventura County
Streams will be open on that date…..
Santa Clara river, and its tributaries, above the Bardsdale bridge; Piru, including
Lockwood, Buck creek and Agua Blanca; La Cienega creek below the fish hatchery to
the bridge, and Rincon creek, Reyes creek, and Bear Trap.
Rods, reels and Lines – Bait, hooks, flies and spinners leaders and leader material –
several types of creels – fishing vests – etc. The Sportsman A.J. Prieur and G.H.
Rasmussen.
April 4, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
WOMEN PREPARING TO KNIT AS FISHING SEASON OPENS HERE – Local stores
were alerted today for a buying wave in knitting needles and accessories as Santa Paula
wives and sweethearts prepared to sit out tomorrow’s opening of the fishing season.
As the men folk dusted off their gear and cast an approving eye at newly fallen snow on
the hills which will swell the streams, County Game Warden Jack E. White injected a
sober note into the atmosphere of feverish preparation:
“While the trout season opens in southern California tomorrow, April 5, certain streams
in Ventura county do not open until May 1.” Following are the exceptions given by
White: The Ventura river and its tributaries including Matilija creek and tributaries and
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the north fork of Matilija creek and its tributaries, and the Santa Clara river from its
mouth to the Bardsdale bridge, and its tributaries, including the Sespe and Santa Paula
creek, and their tributaries, will be closed until May 1.
More cheerful reading for fishermen is the news from the fish and game commission that
119,400 catchable-sized fish will have been released in streams by the opening day
tomorrow.
The bag limit is 15 trout or 10 pounds and one fish adopted last year remains in effect,
White pointed out today.
Following are some of the local streams suggested by White where fishermen can dip a
line after April 5 without running afoul the law: Rincon, Reyes, Lockwood, Buck, Agua
Blanca, Piru creek above the hatchery, Hopper creek, and the stream below the hatchery.
For fishermen whose wives have issued passes to go farther afield, good early season
fishing is predicted by the outing bureau of the Automobile club in Los Angeles county
waters as follows: San Gabriel river (east and west forks), San Gabriel dam No. 1, Big
Tujunga creek, Little Rock creek, Big Rock creek, Little Rock and San Dimas reservoirs,
and San Antonio creek.
Best bets in San Bernardino county are given as Santa Ana river, Bear creek, Holcomb
creek, Deep creek, City creek, and Slide lake.
Piru creek is included in the club’s list of early season recommendations, as well as
Sherwood lake in Ventura county. Yosemite and Sequoia national parks will not open
for trout fishing until May 30, the club says, and many northern counties, including Kern,
Tulare, Fresno and Madera, have similar starting dates. Lakes and streams in the east
slope of the high Sierra mountains begin their season May 1.
Members of the armed forces are also reminded that they must now possess angling
licenses to fish for sport in California.
April 5, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
PLENTY OF FISH TO BE PLACED IN LOCAL WATER – Fishermen who took limits
of trout today as the fishing season opened in southern California have the assurance of
D.A. Clanton of the Fillmore hatchery that there will be more where those came from as
the season wears on. The hatchery plans to continue stocking streams with catchable
sized fish straight through the season, the assistant supervisor of hatcheries said this
morning.
The Fillmore hatchery has planted 200,000 fish weighing 36,000 pounds in the southern
counties from San Luis Obispo to San Diego since the close of the last season, and every
stream capable of supporting catchable sized fish in this area has been stocked with at
least one plant, Clanton said.
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Santa Paula creek, which does not open until May 1, will be the scene of an experimental
project to be conducted by the Fillmore hatchery this year, Clanton announced today. In
an effort to prove to skeptical fishermen that a large percentage of the catchable sized fish
the hatchery dumps in local streams winds up in the creels of sportsmen, the hatchery
plans to mark the entire plant of catchable sized trout it will put into the local stream just
before the season opening May 1.
Then a fish and game man will patrol the stream banks following the opening, and by an
actual check of the catch of fishermen determine how many of the planted trout are
retaken. The planted swimmers will be marked by clipping a fin, the hatchery
superintendent said.
Santa Paula had a “Johnny on the spot” this morning when the fishing season opened,
only his name is Richard.
Richard “Dick” Winkler, 20, 553 North Mill street, had a limit of fish by 7:30 this
morning. His catch, averaging 14-16 inches, was taken at the spreading grounds near
Saticoy.
April 8, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
I SAW…Clayton Walker returning from the Saticoy spreading grounds with a 23 inch
steelhead caught at 7:45 this morning along with 14 other fish to make a limit from
salmon eggs.
I SAW…Erbie Wilson proudly (?) exhibiting his prize catch of the fishing season—one
fish, four inches long.
I SAW…Police Chief Sam Primmer coming out of the rear of a hardware store with a
long fishing pole in his hand.
April 24, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TROUT FISHING CONTEST TO BE HELD MAY 1-15 – There will be more than the
lure of leaping trout to attract Santa Paula flycasters to local streams with the opening of
the season on May 1. A new fly rod, an automatic reel, and other tempting sporting
wares are being offered by a local hardware store as prizes to local fishermen who catch
the biggest trout between May 1 and May 15.
Watkins Hardware store, sponsor of the contest, is to display the prizes in its window as a
spur to contestants. Captor of the largest fish (by weight) wins a brand new fly rod.
Second prize winner gets a Kalamazoo automatic reel and the third place winner is to be
awarded a Nylon fly line. Six consolation prizes are to be given the runners-up in the
contest.
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Rules of the contest are that only fresh water trout will be counted in the competition,
only residents of Santa Paula are eligible to enter, fish will be judged by weight only, and
the contest opens on May 1 and closes May 15. Fish will be weighed at a local meat
market.
Contest winners will be announced in a Chronicle ad May 16.
ADVERTISEMENT – Trout Fishermen – Take Notice Contest for Biggest Trout
(Caught between May 1st and 15th) Prizes Offered First Prize – Montague Fly Rod
Second Prize – Kalamazoo Automatic Reel Third Prize – Ashway Nylon Fly line
Consolation prizes for 6 other runners-up. Make it a big catch by making sure that you
have what it takes. Come in now to select the equipment you’re going to need for the
fishin’ season. We have the best. Get your gear together and read the rules and have fun!
Contest rules: 1-Contest is for fresh water trout only. 2-Participlants must be residents of
Santa Paula. 3-Fish will be judged by weight only. 4-Contest opens May 1, closes May
15 at 6:00 p.m. 5-Fish will be taken to Coles Market to be weighed and recorded. See
our ad in Chronicle on May 16 for announcement of winners. Buy your fishing gear at
Watkins for Good Fishing. Watkins Hardware Company.
April 30, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
EDITORIALS – Goin’ Fishin’ (A Trout Fisherman’s Lament) by Clem Whitaker.
When we wuz kids, I used to like to go fishing—but I’ve only gone fishing once in the
past six years. That’s the trouble with growing up—something always interferes with
going fishing.
When wuz kids, I worked after school and Saturdays as a printer’s devil for the Willits
News. Even then, life was becoming serious, because Fred Loring, the editor, always
upped my wages from $1.50 a week to $3 at the start of the vacation (and fishing) season,
which was Editor Loring’s homespun method of combating what we now call
absenteeism. As a consequence, all my adolescent years, as I recall, were a constant
struggle between whether to go fishing or not to go fishing.
When we wuz kids, the Willits hotel used to cater to vacationists who came to the wilds
to eat trout—and the hotel paid us kids 25 cents a dozen, with no questions asked as to
whether we used angleworms or grasshoppers to snare the city man’s supper. So the
Willits News, in fishing season, used to appear regularly with boiler-plate insides—but
the city dudes could always get trout at the Willits hotel.
There’s no moral to this editorial, except that the fishing season is upon us and life has
sure got complicated, because nobody will pay me more today to go fishing than not to
go fishing—and I’m a darn good fisherman, too. At least I was, the last time I went
fishing.
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FISHING SEAONS TO BE OPENED HERE TOMORROW – Santa Paulans who
successfully resisted the early trout season opening on April 5 will be hard put to ignore
the opening of local streams tomorrow with fish and game men dumping catchable-sized
trout into streams almost within splashing distance of their homes.
A terrific strain is being put on local resolutions to keep the domestic and business front
fully manned in spite of the seductive rainbow by action of the Fillmore fish hatchery in
selecting Santa Paula creek as the site for an experimental test in planting catchable-sized
fish.
A final blow to local will power was dealt by a local hardware store when it put on
display in its show window on Main street a tempting display of prizes which are being
offered to the anglers who bring in the largest rout caught between the opening of
Ventura county streams tomorrow and May 15.
The fish planting experiment, explained today by D.A. Clanton, director of the Fillmore
hatchery, has called for the planting of 2,000 marked fish in the lower Santa Paula creek
and 1,000 in one of its tributaries, Sisar creek. The fish run to an average size of 2 ½ fish
to the pound. Marked before releasing in the streams by clipping a fin, the fish will be
traced to the creels of opening-day by hatchery men in order to determine what
percentage of the catchable-sized fish that are planted by the hatchery are caught by
anglers in refutation of claims of some biologists that only 50 per cent of the fish are
recovered.
Fishermen will be checked in and out of the Santa Paula creek area at Ferndale bridge by
hatchery men. Clanton asked that fishermen cooperate with the hatchery in making the
tests as a favorable result in the current test will encourage continued plantings of
catchable-sized trout.
Clanton also reported other streams in the county have been stocked. Matilija creek and
San Antonio creek were being stocked yesterday, and today hatchery men completed
planting Sespe creek. Planting will be continued at intervals throughout the season,
Clanton said.
All streams in the county will be open to fishing tomorrow except the mouth of the
Ventura river, from the surf to the 101 highway bridge will be closed from May 1
through Oct. 31.
May 1, 1947 –Santa Paula Chronicle
OVER 200 OUT FOR OPENING OF FISHING SEASON – As Red Square in Moscow
echoed to the tramp of Russian boots in celebration of May Day, similar echoes were
heard ringing dawn this morning in Santa Paula canyon as trout fishermen tramped
upstream to stake out their favorite pools.
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Between 200 and 225 anglers had been checked in by hatchery employees stationed at
Ferndale bridge by 10 a.m. today. Jack Bell, fish hatchery assistant, and W.A. Evans,
fisheries biologist, set up a checking station at the bridge this morning to carry out the
Fillmore hatchery’s test program to determine what percentage of catchable sized fish,
planted by the hatchery, are retaken by anglers. In order to make the test, the hatchery
clipped the fins of the fish before releasing them in Santa Paula creek. Catches by the
early season anglers are being checked by Bell and Evans at the checking station and the
marked fish counted. Bell said this morning a rough estimate of data compiled by 10
a.m. shoed that approximately one-fourth of the planted fish had already been taken. The
earliest catches, checked in right after daylight, showed a high proportion of planted to
native fish. This ratio changed later until by midmorning more native fish were showing
up in the catches. The hatchery’s men plan to stay on the job through Sunday unless it
appears by their records that the stream has been fished out of the planted fish earlier.
Hugh Crockett, 15, of Santa Paula, came out with a jumbo sized trout weighing two
pounds, one once at eight o’clock this morning. Hugh immediately had his catch
officially weighed in a local meat market and entered in the Watkins Hardware store’s
contest. In the contest the Santa Paulan who catches the largest (by weight) trout
between opening today and May 15 wins a brand new fly rod. Runners-up in the contest
will win a fly casting reel and other tempting prizes.
Hugh’s fish measured 17 inches in length and the youthful angler used liver for bait. The
fish was one of those planted by the hatchery, and Evans held out encouragement to other
prospective contestants in the big fish race by saying, “And we put three or four more
like that in there.”
Average size of fish taken up to 10 a.m. was approximately nine inches, Evans said,
adding that the fishermen have been very cooperative in helping them to make the test.
Most fishermen were using salmon eggs, although a few flycasters were seen working the
stream. With fishing permitted to start one hour before sun-up, fishermen this morning
made their first cast at 4:05. The hatchery men started checking anglers into the area at 4
a.m. although a few early birds were on the scene earlier.
May 8, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
NEWS FROM THE RANCHO SESPE – Ross Dobbs took a 27-inch trout out of Sespe
River Sunday.
May 9, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
INQUIRING REPORTER – (A sampling of opinion on important topics of the day) With
talk on every other street corner swirling around the all-important topic of fishing, the
Inquiring Reporter sallied forth today to gather some of the many pearls of wisdom being
scattered on the subject with the idea of setting them down on paper for the benefit of
beginners.
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“What is your favorite fishing ruse?” was the question asked the fishermen. None of
them, of course, would come up with his real number 1 stratagem for taking the elusive
trout, but most of them were willing to part with their second-best trick, or as with JAY
CRUSEY, hardware store manager, to give some general advice.
“Most people I have noticed lately fishing on Santa Paula creek,” says Jay, “Stand too
close to their fishing water. Another common mistake in bait fishing is to drop the
salmon egg right in the middle of the pool, which just scares the fish away, instead of
dropping it in gently upstream and letting it drift down on the fish. As for fly fishing, it
isn’t so important how expert a flycaster is as to know where to drop his fly. My favorite
water is in the quiet spot you find just upstream from where the stream falls into a pool.
There is generally a fish lying in there, needed upstream. I drop my fly above him and let
him come up to meet it as it drifts down on him.”
TOM OSBORN, advertising man, said, “I have done all of my fishing in Colorado where
I didn’t need tricks to catch ‘em.”
CLAYTON WALKER’S trick was simple: “Solitude,” said the local store manager,
“except, of course, for fish, is my favorite formula.”
FRED UDALL, local realtor, said “I file the barb off my hooks; it’s more sporting that
way,” but the reporter was unable to tell whether or not he was serious.
May 21, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FILLMORE FISH HATCHERY SUPERVISOR TO SPEAK AT LIONS CLUB
MEETING – D.A. Clanton, assistant supervisor of fish hatcheries for the California
division of fish and game, and also in charge of the Fillmore hatchery, is to be the
featured speaker tonight at the weekly Lions club dinner meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the
Masonic temple, it was announced today by R.S. McKelvey, program chairman.
A heavy turnout of Lion fishermen seeking inside information is expected, as Clanton is
the official responsible for the planting of streams throughout southern California with
trout.
May 29, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TRAFFIC TOLL EXPECTED TO RISE FRIDAY -- …D.A. Clanton, supervisor of the
Fillmore fish hatchery, had good news for local anglers on the eve of the Memorial Day
holiday. A truck from the hatchery was to head up Santa Paula canyon this afternoon
with more than 400 pounds of trout to be planted in Santa Paula creek. The second
planting of the current season, additional plantings will be made, Clanton said, if the
temperature of the water and other conditions continue favorable to stocking the local
streams. (The body of the article was about safety tips during the holiday weekend.)
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June 26, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
3,500 TROUT PUT IN SANTA PAULA CREEK BY HATCHERY – Santa Paula
fishermen were in for some good news according to the state fish hatchery at Fillmore.
Some 3,500 rainbow trout have been planted in the Santa Paula creek as part of the
state’s plan to keep streams and lakes well stocked with fish.
C.W. Chansler, foreman at the hatchery, said that the fish averaged seven inches in length
and were planted during the early morning hours last Tuesday.
June 28, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
I SAW…That Fred Udall caught a 17-inch trout on an early-morning fishing expedition
this week.
June 30, 1947 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TEST IN LOCAL CREEK SHOWS PRESSURE OF ANGLERS IN AREA – A creel
census on Santa Paula creek, a tributary of the Santa Clara river, which was conducted
during the first two weeks of the trout season reflected the terrific angler pressure to
which southern California streams are subjected.
Prior to May 1, 2,000 catchable size trout from the Fillmore hatchery were marked and
planted in the stream.
A careful creel check was maintained and on the opening day forty-six per cent of the
total plant was taken by anglers. The next fourteen days an additional twenty percent of
the marked fish were taken.
Unmarked fish taken during the two weeks period totaled 2,141. These were young
steelhead, naturally spawned in the stream.
The bureau of fish conservation planted 2,000 marked fish in Rush creek, below the
gorge, and conducted a creel count from May 1 to May 31. Of the 2,000 marked fish,
1,912 were taken.
Unmarked fish taken included 75 rainbow trout, 15 eastern brook, and 159 Loch Leven.
A test on this stream will continue throughout the summer.
July 3, 1947 – Santa Paula Review
C.W. Chansler, foreman of the state fish hatchery at Fillmore has announced that 3,500
rainbow trout has been planted in the Santa Paula creek. The fish averages seven inches
in length and were placed in the stream Tuesday morning.
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1948
Rainfall – 8.70 Inches
January 31, 1948 – Santa Paula Chronicle
MAY 1 SCHEDULE FOR TROUT SEASON – Los Angeles (UP) – Trout season will
open on a statewide basis May 1 and remain open until October 31, the state fish and
game commission announced today.
Possible exceptions will be discussed later today when the commission continues its twoday meeting in the state building.
Limits imposed yesterday on warm-water fishermen are five fish or 25 pounds and one
fish, stripped bass; 10 fish but not more than 15 pounds, spotted black bass and large or
small mouth bass; daily catch and possession of 25 fish of all species of sunfishes, and
six fish a day for mullet taken in the Salton Sea.
February 8, 1948 – Los Angeles Times
HUNTING, FISHING GOSSIP – by Jim March -- …We had almost dropped steelhead
fishing as a lost sport in Southern California, but then we got our rain and the interest
became red-hot overnight. At present it is going to take a lot more rain to open the
sandbars at the Ventura and Santa Ynez rivers; however, there are plenty of fish in the
surf and they are being taken.
This surf angling for steelhead trout is one of the toughest rackets a fisherman can tackle.
First of all the fish are so close to the shore that the use of a boat is out of the question,
but on the other hand, they are beyond the average fisherman’s casting ability. When
heavy surf tackle is employed the heavy sinkers scare the fish. How can you beat this?
Well, it’s plenty tough but the old-timers use bait casting rods or heavy fly rods and fish
the surf at the river mouths on low tide.
Ventura River probably has done the best on this fishing but this can probably be
attributed to the fact that it attracts the most fishermen. The tidewaters to the fact that it
attracts the open and your guess is probably as good as the next guy’s.
At present the waters open to steelhead fishing are the tidewaters of any coastal stream
plus the Ventura River to the Foster Park bridge and the Santa Ynez River to the Buellton
bridge. Next season the waters will consist of all southern streams from the Mexican
border to San Luis Obispo County’s northern border. Just where the stopping point on
these streams will be hasn’t been determined as yet, but we will at least have the area and
the rest is up to the weatherman.
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February 12, 1948 – Santa Paula Review
FILLMORE FISH HATCHERY PLANTS OVER 54,000 FISH – Nearly 50,000 adult
fish were planted during the past year by the Fillmore State Fish Hatchery, according to
figures released by D.A. Clanton, chief of the Southern California hatcheries of the
Bureau of Fish Conservation. At the same time, 4,620 fingerlings, or young fish, were
planted in various streams in Ventura county.
The plantings by streams in this county, he said, included:
Reyes creek, 1,500; Piru creek, 1,250; San Antonio creek 18,700; Sespe river, 9.500;
Matilija creek, 2,000 and the north fork of the Matilija, 500—making a total of 46,500
adult fish planted by the local hatchery between March 26 and October 16 of last year.
April 6, 1948 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Our “middle” name is Sporting Goods. When you think of
sporting goods we want you to think of us! We specialize in all the equipment and
supplies that make your sport more fun…and, of course, QUALITY is our watchword!
This week’s feature……..Casting Rod. 2-piece tapered steel shaft 5 ½ ft. rod. Springy
and tough. Cork handle. $4.65 to $9.50. Level wind casting reel $2.65 to $11.25.
Assorted dry flies 20c up. Trout season opens May 1st—Watch for our contest
announcement. Watkins Hardware Company.
April 21, 1948 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – LOOK! A Fishing Contest. Trout season opens May 1st. Here
are the rules of the Watkins Trout Fishing Contest. Contest for fresh water trout only.
Contest opens on May 1st…closes May 15, 6:00 p.m. Participants must be residents of
Santa Paula. Fish to be weighed in at Cole’s Market. Prizes: First Prize—Coleman G.I.
Camp Stove, Second Prize—Delta Camping Power Light, Third Prize—Willow Fish
Creel. check over your fishing gear and fill in your needs at Watkins Hardware
Company.
April 27, 1948 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING IN COUNTY TO BE GOOD THIS YEAR, SAYS GAME WARDEN – Come
Saturday and the 1948 fishing season opens and County Game Warden Jack White, in a
report to the California division of fish and game, says fishing in Ventura county will be
“good” this year.
White said Santa Paula and the Sespe rivers will furnish the best trout fishing and there
will be good bass fishing in Lake Sherwood. Ocean fishing with bait is expected to about
average.
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State-wide, rains have generally improved fishing prospects for May 1, starting date of
year-round black bass and sunfish angling, and opening of California’s six-month
summer trout seasons, according to reports of wardens of the division of fish and game.
Opening day predictions ranging from “worst in history” to “excellent” apply to lakes
and streams in 44 counties. Wardens reported the earlier drought may have done
permanent damage to fish populations and habitats some sections.
Although 21,301,131 trout were planted by the bureau of fish, conservation during the
last year, unprecedented numbers of fishermen will tend to reduce individual catches.
The bureau of patrol reminded the state’s 800,000 sport fishermen that a 1948 angling
license is required for taking all types of fish, mollusks and crustaceans. Resident
citizens will pay $3, while the alien license fee is $25.
April 28, 1948 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ATTEMPT TO BE MADE TO PLANT FISH IN MATILIJA DAM WATERS – An
effort is going to be made to plant fish Matilija dam. County Game Warden Jack White
told flood control supervisors yesterday he would contact the Fillmore fish hatchery to
see if fish could be introduced into dam waters.
White said California trout could be planted in the dam. But he emphasized that bass or
blue gill could not be planted with the trout because they mature faster and would kill the
trout.
On a motion of Supervisor Robert Lefever of Somis, the flood control board again asked
Surveyor Robert L. Ryan to seek the state’s permission to raise the level at Matilija 1050
feet.
At the same time, flood control members heard a report from Charles P Berkey, Thomas
L. Bailey, consultants on the dam, and A.W. Simonds, consulting engineer. The report
stated grouting and core work had progressed satisfactorily on the dam.
The state had asked for the Simonds report before they would grant permission to raise
the water to the new level.
Flood control supervisors emphasized the water level in Matilija during the summer
months was very low and the county needs additional water storage.
Simonds reported that grouting in the dam structure was satisfactory but that core drilling
should be continued on the dam apron.
ADVERTISEMENT – The Sportsman’s Fishing Contest. First Prize a 9-ft. telescope
casting rod with reversible handle for the first limit brought to the Sportsman on opening
day; Second Prize a 9-ft. telescope casting rod with reversible handle for largest limit
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brought to the Sportsman on opening day (measured by weight only); Third Prize A
Shakespeare Automatic Reel for the largest trout caught during the season. Rules: All
fish must be fresh water trout (not steelhead) and caught in Ventura county by Santa
Paula residents only. Bring all catches to The Sportsman. Fish are measured be weight
only. The first two prizes are for opening day only. The third prize runs from May 1st to
the end of trout season. The Sportsman. 120 South 8th, Santa Paula.
PLENTY FISH HERE FOR LOCAL ANGLING ADDICTS – Local anglers will be
provided with plenty of opportunity to show off their prowess Saturday when the fishing
season opens. Officials of the fish hatchery at Fillmore disclosed yesterday that 252,000
fish weighing some 43,000 pounds have been dumped into county streams, including the
Sespe, Piru and Santa Paula creeks as well as Matilija and Hopper’s creek.
A recent ruling by the fish and game commission sanctions year round black bass fishing
in all state bass waters, effective May 1. The trout season opens May 1 and remains open
until October 31.
April 30, 1948 – Santa Paula Chronicle
GOT THAT FISHING ROD READY? SEASON OPENS HERE TOMORROW – Many
familiar faces will be absent from Main Street tomorrow morning as Santa Paula
businessmen join the rush to the county streams. Fishing season opens tomorrow, and
prospects in Ventura county have been listed under “good” by the state division fish and
game wardens.
Added zest will be provided by two fish contests being sponsored by Watkins hardware
store and the Sportsman shop. The Watkins contest runs from tomorrow until May 15 at
6 p.m. Participants must be residents of Santa Paula. Fish will be weighed at Cole’s
market. First prize for the biggest fish will be a Coleman GI camp stove. Second prize is
a Delta camping power light, and third prize is a Willow fish creel.
The Sportsman shop is offering a nine-foot telescope casting rod with a reversible handle
first limit brought to the Sportsman on opening day. Second prize is the same casting rod
for the largest limit brought to the Sportsman tomorrow, measured by weight only. Third
prize is a Shakespeare automatic reel for the largest trout caught during the season.
The rules for the Sportsman contest are that all fish must be fresh water trout, not
steelhead, and caught in Ventura county by Santa Paula residents only. All catches
should be taken to the Sportsman.
County Game Warden Jack White says prospects for fishing are “fairly good.” Some
murkiness was occasioned by the recent rains, he said, which may have scattered the fish.
Santa Paula and Sespe creeks, he says, are probably the best places.
The Fillmore fish hatchery has planted 252,000 fish weighing some 42,000 pounds into
Sespe, Piru and Santa Paula creeks, as well as Matilija and Hopper’s creek.
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The trout season runs for six months, to October 31. Tomorrow is also the first day for
the new year-round season on black bass, crappie, sunfish and perch.
The state division of fish and game warns that anybody who has reached the age of 1
needs an angling license. The permits cost $3 if you are a Californian and $25 if you are
not.
Other counties listed as “good” by the division are Fresno (fair to good), Glenn, Imperial,
Los Angeles, Lassen (very good), Mono (southern part), Monterey (coastal) (very good),
Nevada (fair to good), Orange, Plumas, San Bernardino, Sonoma, Sutter, Trinity and
Yolo Shasta.
May 1, 1948 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ABBIATTI TAKES ANGLER HONOR – The early bird catches the fish and “Dutch”
Abbiatti was back in Santa Paula with his limit catch at 7:20 this morning to lead the
parade of local anglers that started fast on the first day of fishing.
Abbiatti brought his catch to The Sportsman shop this morning to claim the prize of a
nine-foot telescope casting rod for the first recorded limit. According to The Sportsman,
Abbiatti’s catch ranged between eight and eleven inches in length.
Watkins Hardware store reported at 10 o’clock that anglers must be still after the elusive
trout as no one had returned to the store to claim the prize for the biggest fish.
Store officials said one man ran in to buy more salmon eggs and then hurried back to his
favorite stream for another cast at the trout.
The “biggest fish” contest at the hardware store, however, lasts until May 15 at 6 p.m.
and a Watkins spokesman said there was plenty of time to bring in entries to claim the
first prize of a Coleman GI camp stove. Watkins also offers a second prize of a Delta
camping power light and a third prize of a willow fish creel.
Some anglers have returned to Santa Paula with a few fish and claimed that fishing
ranged from “fair” to “perfect.”
Rain hampered the fishing efforts in some spots. One angler, who fished at Ferndale,
said the water was “muddy” but that several limits were taken out.
Fishing on Sespe and Santa Paula creeks has been marked as “fair” but as yet no anglers
had returned to the Glen City to give a first-hand report of the situation.
The Fillmore fish hatchery has planted 252,000 fish weighing 42,000 pounds in the
Sespe, Piru and Santa Paula creeks, as well as Matilija and Hopper’s creek.
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The trout season runs for six months to October 31. Today is also the first day for the
new year-round season on black bass, crappie, sunfish and perch.
May 3, 1948 – Santa Paula Chronicle
BAKER WINNER IN CONTEST FOR MOST FISH SATURDAY – “Dutch” Abbiatti
might have got back “fustest” with his fish limit Saturday, but E.H. Baker snagged the
“mostest.” Both men won nine-foot telescope casting rods from The Sportsman shop.
Abbiatti brought in the first limit catch at 7:20 Saturday morning. Baker weighed in the
heaviest catch limit of three pounds four ounces.
Baker, who lives at 138 South Mill Street, Santa Paula, brought in his haul between one
and two o’clock Saturday, a Sportsman spokesman said. He caught his prize limit at
about the same spot where Abbiatti scored, The Sportsman said. They were fishing back
of Ferndale ranch.
Another prize, a Shakespeare automatic reel, is being offered by The Sportsman for the
largest fish brought in during the trout season. So far, Abbiatti is high man with a sevenounce trout.
In the Watkins’ hardware contest for the biggest fish caught during the season, E.F.
Hackworth is leading with a 6-pound 6-ounce trout. F. A. Atmore, 221 Santa Paula
street, has also weighed in his 1-pound, 12-ounce trout. Cole’s Meat Market is the
official recorder for this contest. Atmore and Hackworth are the only two contestants to
date.
Watkins is offering three prizes, a Coleman GI camp stove, a Delta camping power light,
and a Willow fish creel for the biggest trout between May 1 and May 15, 6 p.m.
May 5, 1948 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Hook, line and sinker. It’s Sears for all your fishing needs. Now
available in the Big Catalog. Proof that good quality costs less at Sears!
May 11, 1948 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Trout Fishermen Attention. Our fishing contest is in full swing
until May 15th. Only two fish have been weighed in! First Prize—GI Camp Stove,
Second Prize—Powerlite Lantern, Third Prize—Willow Creel. Bring in your catch to
Cole’s Market. Watkins Hardware Co.
June 11, 1948 – Los Angeles Times
DROUTH PERILS FISH HATCHERY AT FILLMORE – Fillmore, June 10. Unless
additional water available soon, the State fish hatchery here will be closed, possibly as
early as August.
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According to D.A. Clanton assistant hatchery supervisor for the State Department of
Natural Resources, the Santa Clara River flow is lower than at any time since the
hatchery was opened in 1942. There are now three wells producing water at the hatchery,
but their combined flow is not enough to keep the 21 pools of planted trout in operation.
One chain of 10 pools already has been closed, Clanton said, and a second chain of 11
pools was being closed today. A single chain of 10 pools is to remain in operation and
hatchery workmen are cleaning out the other portions of La Cienega Creek as well as a
neighboring ranch reservoir to provide clean water for the 400,000 trout at the hatchery.
If the water supply continues to dwindle, Clanton said, it will be necessary to plant as
many of the hatchery’s fish as possible in Ventura County streams. However, because
only a few of these streams have sufficient water to support additional planting, the bulk
of the small fish will be transferred to the lake behind Matilija Dam when the hatchery
closes.
Usually by this time of year, the hatchery has planted 400,000 fish in Southern California
streams, Clanton said, but because of the water situation fewer than 50% of that number
have been planted thus far.
July 15, 1948 – Santa Paula Review
NEW WELL IN FILLMORE FOR FISH HATCHERY – Drilling on a new well for the
State fish hatchery in Fillmore commenced Monday.
Due to lack of water, officials feared that it might be necessary to close the fish-growing
ponds in August. As it is, only 10 of 32 ponds are being used to accommodate the small
trout being grown for Southland streams.
C.W. Chansler, foreman of the hatchery, pointed out that the ponds are dependent on the
flow of the Santa Clara River for most of their water. At present, the river has dwindled
to a trickle. Thus the only water available is from two shallow wells.
The State Fish and Game Commission now has authorized drilling of another well, this
one to be from 250 to 400 feet deep. If it proves successful, the hatchery will be able to
continue its operation but if more water is not available by Aug. 1 fish will be transferred
to Kernville hatchery near Bakersfield, planted in Southland streams or planted in the
growing lake behind Matilija Dam.
September 2, 1948 – Santa Paula Review
SIMI VALLEY SEEKS RELIEF IN WATER SHORTAGE – Plans that Simi Valley
residents have for obtaining relief from the critical water shortage from the watershed of
the Santa Clara River near here will have to wait until the latter part of this year,
according to C.C. Teague, president of the Santa Clara Water Conservation District.
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At that time, it was learned, the outcome of a survey of local water resources will be
completed for the district by Harola Conkling, water engineer.
FILLMORE FISH HATCHERY HAS NEW WELL – The State fish hatchery in Fillmore
has a newly completed water well giving 2,000 gallons per minute.
D.A. Clanton, hatchery supervisor, announced that thousands of small trout are safe from
a threatened water shortage that has nearly dried up the Santa Clara River, the hatchery’s
mail source of supply.
Clanton also said that a $54,000 project of employees’ quarters will start soon, funds
having been approved by the State Department of Public Works.
September 14, 1948 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FILLMORE FISH HATCHERY HAS NEW WATER WELL – Production of 2,000
gallons of new water per minute is foreseen through use of the Fillmore state fish
hatchery’s third water well, just put into operation. Foreman C.W. Chansler disclosed
today that by means of a borrowed pump, enough water is being brought in to keep the
hatchery supplied.
A new electric pump has been ordered, but not until the new pump and a “stand-by”
gasoline pump can be installed will production of the 2,000 gallons every 60 seconds be
realized.
The hatchery was faced with a complete shutdown the first part of August, and in
desperation a third water well was sunk in the old channel of the Santa Clara river. The
well is expected to produce enough to allow the hatchery not only to remain open, but to
restore service in two tiers of pools which have been abandoned due to the shortage.
Only 10 pools are in operation now, he stated, and all are stocked with small fish. No
fish are being transplanted at this time, he said.
September 29, 1948 – Los Angeles Times
THE PRICE WE’EVE PAID FOR A GREAT CENTURY – by Tom Cameron. When
Herbert Hoover complained mildly, awhile back, that “time between bites becomes
longer and longer, and the fish wiser and wiser,” he indicated something of what has
happened to California’s natural resources in the century since she became a state.
One hundred years ago, when Los Angeles boasted less than 1600 population and there
were only 3500 residents in the whole county, antelopes were so numerous on the plains
and deserts that their meat sold here in San Francisco for less than the (then) price of
beef. Bears, too, were to be encountered everywhere in this region, and often an ursine
sirloin steak was discussed over pioneer campfires. Many settlers were mauled or killed
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by bears in the Southland foothills. Peter Lebec(k), founder of the Tehachapi community
bearing his name, was killed by a bear near Ft. Tejon.
California condors, which share with their Andean cousins the distinction of being the
largest flying land birds in the world, with spreads of more than nine feet, wheeled
overhead, so numerous they provoked little comment. Now, there are few than 100 of
these majestic birds, mostly in the Ventura County mountains—if they escaped the recent
Ojai forest fire.
Beavers were numerous in the marshes, otters carpeted the shores of the Channel Islands,
mountain sheep patrolled the snowy flanks of the Sierra, deer were everywhere in the
Sierra Madres, the San Bernardinos and the Malibu. Now, the hunters far outnumber the
deer.
Fish were so numerous when the gringos came that active boys could pitchfork a
barrelful of steelhead trout out of the Santa Ines, or as it is known today, Santa Ynez. In
the Owens Valley and along the precipitous east wall of the Sierra Nevada, native
rainbow, golden and other fighting trout chased through the cold, aerated, tumbling
brooks in unbelievable numbers. Quail and duck hunters bagged so many birds so easily
there was no point at that time in lying about one’s prowess with the fowling piece.
The advent of civilization on the heels of adventurous pioneers accustomed to living off
the country until they could establish their herds and field crops need not have spelled the
extinction of many species of California’s abundant fauna. Yet in only four human
generations that is what has occurred. A Peter Lebec(k) could roam the hills today, safe
from attack by bears. He would be fortunate to glimpse a deer, quail or rabbit. He would
look in vain for antelopes or mountain sheep, beavers, or otters. An the sight of a condor,
identified by its characteristic band of white beneath the immense black wing, would well
be worth reporting to the Audubon Society.
But it is in fishing that present-day Californians are at the greatest disadvantage as
contrasted with the heavenly status of our predecessors. This was impressed upon me
forcibly during a recent sojourn in the high Sierra with two teen-aged sons.
Our expedition, so far as fish in the creel was concerned, was hardly worthwhile. There
are so many people, so many of whom hanker for a visit to the high country, that there
aren’t fish enough to go around—not by a long way—even with the State’s fish
hatcheries operating at peak production throughout their season, and the special trucks
making frequent planting trips to the mount streams and lakes.
Some anglers pocket their pride and may be seen driving self-consciously (most of them)
along in a purposeful motorcade behind fish trucks, ready to whip the water the minute
the fish are released. We three fishermen decided not to join the somehow shameful and
shame-faced procession.
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However, the depletion of fish and game does not mean that all is lost to present-day
lovers of the wild. The mountains still rear their snow peaks, with alpine meadows
forming flowery lawns in the sky, thunderstorms furnishing a cannonade to remind man
of his relative insignificance, and (on the western slope of the Sierra) the majestic
sequoias, which were already thrusting their green spires heavenward when Cheops was
building his pyramid, and had attained robust growth when Christ trod the trails of
Palestine.
These remaining resources are precious to us for a number of cultural, esthetic and moral
reasons. Our only living ex-President, a lifelong lover of the outdoors, well expressed
what they can mean to us when he said:
“The moral and spiritual forces of our country do not lose ground in the hours we are on
the job. Their battle time is the time of leisure…The joyous onrush of the brook, the
stretch of forest and mountain all reduce our egotism, soothe our troubles and shame our
wickedness.”
We have lost much, but we still possess much in the way of natural resources. And if we
discourage the tin-can tourist and educate the careless smoker in the mountains we should
make a better record in the second century of Statehood.
October 25, 1948 – Santa Paula Chronicle
STATE PLANNING EXPANSION OF FISH PROGRAM – San Francisco – An
important phase of the postwar plans of the California division of fish and game,
conceived in 1937 and approved by the fish and game commission before the war, has
been put into effect with the development of a long term expansion program for the
bureau of fish conservation.
Bureau Chief Alan C. Taft believes the coordinated program, with well-defined
objectives, will better protect and conserve fish life in inland waters, offsetting everincreasing angling pressure.
The bureau’s intensified efforts will lead to three general objectives:
1. Protection and improvement of fish environment and habitat.
2. Study and research in relation to fish.
3. Fish planting.
Problems for consideration under the first objective include studies to determine effects
on fish life caused by California’s more than 600 dams; protection of existing fishing
waters from adverse effects of waters appropriated for other purposes; construction of
fish ladders and screens; stream flow maintenance; rough fish control; pollution control,
and kindred items.
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Fact finding under objective number two will include a physical inventory to determine
size, type, location and general suitability for fish life of the thousands of rivers, creeks,
ditches, lakes, reservoirs and ponds. Studies of trout, salmon, striped bass, and spinyrayed fishes, management practices, and hatchery problems will be reviewed thoroughly
investigated and reviewed.
Fish planting, the third objective, will include a study of existing facilities and
techniques.
In order to facilitate the new program on the local level, the state has been divided into
eight districts, Taft said.
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1949
Rainfall – 9.79 Inches
January 19, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
OXNARD MAYOR NOMINATED FOR GAME BOARD – Sacramento (Special) –
Edwin L. Carty, mayor of Oxnard, was nominated for a new six-year term on the state
fish and game commission by Governor Earl Warren Monday. His name will be
submitted to the state senate and he is expected to receive confirmation.
Carty, a Democrat, was on the commission from 1938 to 1943, under Governor Culbert
Olson. In the spring of 1949 he was appointed to the board again by Governor Warren,
Republican, to fill the unexpired term of General Hap Arnold, who retired due to ill
health. Carty served out that term, ending last Saturday, and now has received a new,
six-year appointment.
The Ventura county commissioner has preached a program of the state planting
“catchable” fish, those seven and eight inches long, ever since he first went on the board
in 1939. He said today he feels his campaign has brought results and that many more
catchable fish are planted now than ever before.
Carty cited three state rearing ponds as outstanding in this respect: Fillmore in Ventura
county, Hot Creek in Mono county, and Black Creek in Inyo county. He said experts
have proved that there is an 87 per cent survival of these fish, and that the fear of disease
hitting them has been disproved.
He told the Santa Paula Chronicle:
“I intend to continue my program for an expansion of rearing ponds in this state to try to
bring out trout supply up to the level of any in the nation.
I think the state fish and game commission, and the division staff and legislators
interested in the subject should work with the Central Valley Project to establish rearing
ponds below the many dams of that project.
“The permanent clear water afforded by such below-dam ponds will shorten the hatching
period and speed up the growth of young fish.”
Carty said it looks as though the fish and game commission will recommend a uniform
trout opening for the state of either April 30 or May 7 when it meets in San Francisco
January 29 to set the 1949 fishing season.
The commission met with the Associated Sportsmen of California in Sacramento Sunday
and with the chiefs of fish and game division patrol here Tuesday.
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March 18, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
SERIOUS WATER SHORTAGE EXISTS AT FISH HATCHERY – There is no
indication of stream flow as yet at the Fillmore fish hatchery, according to Foreman C.W.
Chansler, who pointed out that this is the first time in many years the natural flow of
water into the hatchery ponds has been dry this time of year. Water coming in from the
new well at the rate of 2,400 gallons per minute is keeping only one tier of ponds in
constant use, he said.
About 50,000 fingerlings were set out in the second chain of ponds yesterday, Chansler
disclosed, opening the second tier for the first time since last fall. At that time two tiers
were shut down because of the drastic shortage of water, which nearly forced closing the
hatchery altogether in August. Only the striking of water in the well suck at that time
forestalled the closing.
Four thousand small fry, six to a pound, were planted yesterday in Santa Barbara county
by the local hatchery. These were considerably smaller than 3,000 six- to 10-inch trout
planted at Matilija dam at March 10, and 2,000 of the same size planted Tuesday along
the upper Sespe, averaging 4.5 fish to the pound.
Plantings are contemplated sometime next week, Chansler revealed, with Santa Paula
creek named as a likely spot, but nothing is definite so far. The hatchery is crowded, and
plantings are taking place as rapidly as possible.
Five large or six smaller ponds are being constructed near the well site, Chansler said, to
hold bass, catfish, bluegills and other varieties of fish in case of emergency.
Regarding the source of water being pumped up through the new well, Chansler has no
definite ideas. He disclosed, however, that the water brought up is much softer than that
in the upper strata or in the streambed during the usual spring flow, and may come from
some distance away.
“It’s not a case of robbing Peter to pay Paul,” he admitted. “I think the water is coming
from an altogether new source, and not just out of one reservoir into another.”
The meat house and feed room at the west end of the hatchery grounds are being enlarged
at the present time, Chansler added. This is the first new construction undertaken since
the $40,000 housing project several months ago, adding four new homes for hatchery
employees on the south bank of the intake.
March 24, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FILLMORE HATCHERY TO BE FEATURED IN TELEVISION – Casting a real expert
was demonstrated yesterday morning at Fillmore as radio station KFI prepared for a
forthcoming television broadcast. The shots, taken at the Fillmore fish hatchery, may be
used this Saturday afternoon over a sports broadcast at 4:45.
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Demonstrating his technique by hooking a 16-inch rainbow trout was Ivan Arnold, noted
fly fishing expert. Taking the films was Ted Myers, news editor for KFI and director of
its television shows. After taking films of the entire hatchery and the demonstration, the
pair went up Sespe creek for additional shots.
Last year Arnold visited Fillmore and Sespe to get shots for his film “Fly Tying,” which
subsequently was shown to service clubs.
March 26, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
THREE THOUSAND RAINBOW TROUT POURED INTO SANTA PAULA CREEK
NEAR FERNDALE RANCH – by Wally Smith – Several hundred dollars and eight
months’ work were poured into Santa Paula creek a few days ago, looking for all the
world life five- to 10-inch rainbow trout. Three thousand of the little fellows made the
trip from the Fillmore hatchery to a spot about three miles above Ferndale ranch in Santa
Paula canyon, where they were introduced without fanfare to their new home.
Chances are 10 to 1 that very few of them will live to see the second week in May roll
around. For just a few years ago it was discovered, by checking catches at the Ferndale
gate as anglers left the creek, that more than 65 per cent of the rainbow trout planted just
eight days before had been caught!
A good many of them, planted several miles upstream from the former Doheny
showplace, showed up in short order at Steckel park, where they were promptly hooked
by those too lazy to tackle the creek farther up.
Netting and weighing in the trout at the hatchery Tuesday morning were Bob Hale,
Dayton Hoffelmeier, Bud Holsapple and Les Edgerton. The fish scaled at six to the
pound. In buckets they were transferred quickly to one of the hatchery’s wooden
planting tanks atop a truck, where they darted frantically about for a little more than two
hours in reaching their new home.
The water in the planting trucks is kept at a constant temperature by adding several
hundred pounds of ice, depending upon the water temperature at the receiving end of the
load. In this case, the 60-degree hatchery water had to be cooled down to 52 degrees, the
mean temperature of Santa Paula creek.
Picking up several more crewmen at the Glen City fire station, the truck reached Ferndale
ranch about 9:30. Now in the party were state wardens Carlos Getman and John Spicer
of Ojai, county warden Jack White, Sgt. Fred Evans and two of his patrolmen, Lyman
Wright and Frank McConnell of Ventura, Pat Carsner and Floyd Dowell, Jr.
The first planting was accomplished not far above Ferndale’s breeding corrals, where
registered Angus bulls and newborn colts caught our attention.
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Three hundred fish were planted in buckets about one and one-half mile upstream, while
two deer scrambled up the hillside about 200 feet away. A second plant was made of 500
fish about seven-tenths of a mile farther on, after the planting truck had slopped a good
deal of its water over the disagreeable road.
A third planting was made via bucket brigade less than a mile from the 35-foot falls
which few fishermen ever reach in their haste to bait their hooks. Pools 30 and 40 feet
long and sometimes 30 feet deep sport remnants of trout plantings made years ago,
defying all but the most expert fishermen. In all but these more inaccessible places,
however, Santa Paula creek is like most southern California creeks. Within a week or 10
days after “fish day,” it’s nearly fished out.
A few hundred feet farther on where the road fords the creek, the truck was backed up to
the water’s edge and the sluice gate opened on the planting tube. More than 1,000
rainbows glittered as they cascaded into the stream and shot madly in all directions at the
feel of the fresh creek water.
Before the war, it was estimated that between 80 and 90 percent of all California fish
caught were native to their streams. In southern California today, almost 100 percent of
those caught are transplanted from hatcheries at Fillmore and Whittier. In this area, only
in the middle Sespe are fish thought to propagate themselves, because all other fishing
spots are so accessible that planted trout seldom outlast the season. Wardens estimate
that from three and one-half to five pounds of horse meat, liver, anchovies and abalone
trimmings go into every pound of trout caught in southern California. And this in
addition to the tremendous cost involved in operating the state’s hatcheries.
Got your license for this year? At present costs, chances are the hard-earned cash you
plunked down for that license will pay for only one limit of trout. Every fish you catch
above that figure will be, so to speak, “on the house”—with the state paying the bills.
That’s why the hatchery planting programs, now under way, are so important to addicts
of the Sespe, Santa Paula creek and every other southern California stream. Wardens,
who sometime “back pack” their fingerling trout for miles into the more inaccessible
pools, often wonder just how much their efforts are appreciated by the fisherman who
may not have caught his daily limit.
March 28, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
‘ROUND ABOUT FILLMORE – by Wally Smith -- …Things we didn’t know before
about the Fillmore fish hatchery include the role those hundreds of willow trees play in
keeping the hatchery so short of water.
Seems each tree guzzles more than 200 gallons of the precious liquid each and every day!
It’s no wonder the poor ittie fitties are so desperate for a place to wag their tails.
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March 31, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
GRAND JURY CITES SCHOOL LIGHTING AND WATER IN FILLMORE-PIRU
AREA – Major improvements in school lighting and water conservation measures are
among the county grand jury recommendations for Fillmore and Piru made public this
morning.
…Water now used by the Fillmore state fish hatchery, the report states “is not essential.”
The natural resources committee, headed by Ed Perkins of Fillmore, surveyed the
pumped water now run through the hatchery and reported the water is being pumped out
of a natural Piru basin on the one hand and over a barrier into settling sands to the west,
most of it being lost to agriculture.
Among its recommendations in this area, the grand jury reported a belief in the principle
of storing up water in wet years for use in dry seasons, by means of dams located in the
Piru and Sespe watersheds.
The jury report indicated that in case of an extended shortage of water in the future, it
would favor giving priority to citrus lands rather than to the hatchery, which would then
have to transplant its fish elsewhere. At the present time it is running at only one-third
capacity, using exclusively pumped water.
March 31, 1949 – Santa Paula Review
PERSONAL MENTION – The Fillmore State Fish Hatchery last week planted upwards
of 3,000 fish up Santa Paula Creek.
April 19, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Trout Season Opens Soon! Better check over your gear and fill in
the items you’re short. Our tackle department is well-stocked with all things dear to a
fisherman’s hear! Here are some things you’ll want: Black Nylon Leader Material,
Gold, Eagle-Claw, Salmon Egg Hooks, Loose Stock or Snelled, Reels – Fly or Casting
50c to $10.00. Good selection of fly rods – bait – casting – salt water rods. Wide choice
bass lures and baits. Season opens here May 1st. In the northern and Sierra counties –
May 31st. Get your license here. Watkins Hardware.
April 26, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
WHAT’S THIS? NO WATER IN CREEK SUNDAY – Those 1,000 fishermen who in
years gone by have invaded the Santa Clara riverbed near the Fillmore hatchery on Fish
Day are in for a rather rude awakening on Sunday next.
In blunt language, there ain’t no creek!
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Due to the expansion of the hatchery some 50 yards farther up the creekbed, there will be
absolutely no water available for the lowly fisherman come Sunday. As soon as the
water leaves the hatchery ponds, it is snapped up for irrigation of the McNab ranch.
State wardens today warned fishermen to seek a likely spot elsewhere for their yearly
worm-dangling, to avoid disappointment.
April 27, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TROUT PLANTED IN UPPER SESPE, MATILIJA AREAS – Four thousand trout were
planted yesterday by the Fillmore fish hatchery, all of them along the Upper Sespe and
behind Matilija dam, it was disclosed by D.A. Clanton of the hatchery.
Sometime today or tomorrow, the hatchery expects to plant 1,000 additional trout in the
Santa Clara river above the intake, and 500 in Lost creek. While the planting figures
have not yet been broken down for the local hatchery, it was revealed that total plantings
this spring from the three southern California hatcheries have reached 130,000 fish.
The water situation at the Fillmore hatchery is still about the same, Clanton said, with the
new well producing steadily since last September. He would not forecast the situation
during the summer months, however, when there will be a tremendous demand on all
water supplies in the valley.
April 30, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FILLMORE ALL SET FOR INVASION OF TROUT FISHERMEN – With Fish Day
due to strike bright and early tomorrow, Fillmore is preparing to welcome between 1,000
and 2,000 out-of-town fishermen into the area as has been the custom in past years—
despite warnings, published in all newspapers, including those in Los Angeles, that the
water level is at a new low. Fillmore high school will be closed Monday for its annual
Fish Day holiday.
Water below the Fillmore hatchery will be closed to fishermen by state wardens, who
explained several days ago that it all will be used to irrigate the McNab ranch holdings
adjoining the hatchery. Fishing will be permitted, however, between the hatchery and the
eastern county line, where fish were planted this week. Fishermen also are expected to
storm the heights of the Big and Little Sespe creeks north of the city. Water here is at a
high level for this time of year, with much speculation about its source.
Horsemen and hikers who have attempted to trace this source have failed to discover
whether the creek is flowing from a newly opened spring or whether a large body of
water higher up in the range is seeping underground and thence into the creekbed. A
huge landslide had blocked off the trail several miles up the Big Sespe, but experienced
climbers and fishermen will have a little trouble reaching a good spot.
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According to state wardens, the middle Sespe is the only Ventura county watershed now
reproducing its fish population, mainly because of its comparative inaccessibility to
anglers.
Last year between 750 and 1,000 cars were parked in the immediate vicinity of the
hatchery on Fish Day, wardens estimated.
May 3, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
CAPACITY CROWDS GREET TROUT SEASON OPENING – County streams were
whipped to a lather Sunday by hordes of rabid anglers who rose early or hiked in the days
in advance to pay tribute to the wily trout.
Standing room only was reported on most of the creeks, particularly over the holes where
freshly planted fish were rumored to be dwelling.
Real and artificial flies buzzed overhead along with bits of horse meat and other trout fare
during the morning and afternoon but the end result of all the activity was from mediocre
to poor for the great majority of those present.
A few limits were reported Monday but for the most part everything from the weather to
the crowds was blamed for the lack of success. An estimated two to three thousand
people jammed the Sespe-Matilija sector alone.
May 5, 1949 – Santa Paula Review
OJAI JUDGE FINES FISHERMAN ON FRIDAY – Trout season opened three days too
soon for W. L Essex, 23, who was fined $100 by Judge Boyd Balbert of Ojai last Friday.
Essex was arrested by game wardens for fishing in Sespe Creek before the opening of the
fishing season.
His fishing pole was confiscated. “Fishing was good,” he said.
May 12, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
THREE FINED FOR TROUT VIOLATIONS – Three fines have been meted out this
week by Fillmore and Piru judges on violation of the fish and game code, it was disclosed
today by state wardens. At the same time it was learned that of approximately 900
licenses checked opening day in the Fillmore area, only two fishermen were picked up
for failure to display a license.
June 13, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
THE VANTAGE POINT – by Neal Van Sooy – This is the fourth and final installment of
the booklet, “Santa Paula the Glen City of Southern California,” published in 1907 by the
Board of Trade and written by J.D. Culbertson, its secretary.
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…”Ask the angler who has cast his fly upon the waters of the Sisar (See-Saw), or hooked
his trout in the ripples of Santa Paula creek, or who has scrambled over the rugged
boulders of the Sespe to throw out his line—ask him for his story. The businessman of
Santa Paula, if the longing comes, may take his fishing tackle, start off on foot and within
an hour be lost in the pleasures of trout fishing. Every year the streams are well stocked
with young fish by the citizens of the town, and because of their convenient location they
furnish Santa Paula with facilities for the sportsman with his rod and reel such as not
other city of Southern California can board.
“These several streams have their sources far back in the hills and emerge from their
canyons and shaded gorges but three miles away. At a distance of only six miles from
their homes many Santa Paula families take the regular summer outings, pitching their
tents in the fastness of the mountains and along streams as refreshing and secluded as
those in the foothills of the Sierras themselves.
“Sulphur Mountain Springs, a family summer resort that is rapidly growing in popularity
as one of Santa Paula’s special attractions, lies six miles to the northwest at the juncture
of Santa Paula and Sisar creeks. Hidden in a grove of great live oaks and sycamores, and
girt round with mountains and canyon walls, it certainly offers every advantage of fresh
mountain air, mineral baths hot and cold, trout fishing, riding and driving, and mountain
climbing. It is both—or either—a place for rest and a place for sport.”
July 21, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TWO NEW WATER WELLS ADDED IN FILLMORE AREA – Two new water wells
have been added to those in the Fillmore area, with one of them just going into
production at the state fish hatchery. Both wells were forced to draw water from the 500foot level.
The new hatchery well, which brings water production at the state site to a new high
since the drastic shortage developed a year or so ago, is the fourth drilled on the hatchery
property. One is a shallow well, but three are good producers from the 400 to 500-foot
level where most of the Fillmore area water seems to lie. Fillmore’s new city well, sunk
last year, went down to 490 feet.
Two tiers of hatching ponds are all that are in use at the hatchery at this time, according
to C.W. Chansler. After installation of a pump at the new well, it may be possible to
reopen another tier of ponds.
Fish planting during the past few weeks has been limited to a few thousand, mostly at
Matilija and Lost creek, he said. No plantings are planned for Ventura county streams in
the near future.

686

Draft History of Steelhead and Rainbow Trout

November 03, 2008

The second well, now being drilled by Leonard A. Anderson, is located directly across
the Santa Clara riverbed from the hatchery intake. It will provide additional water for
ranching purposes through a privately owned and operated water company.
October 23, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISH TO BE HATCHED IN NEW BUILDING AT FILLMORE SOON – by Wally
Smith – Three hundred and fifty-thousand eggs are expected in Fillmore within the next
few days, but not one of them will grace a breakfast table.
For the eggs will hatch into fish, and a good many of them will be used to stock Ventura
county rivers and streams for next season’s fishing. The eggs, 100,000 of which are
expected at the Fillmore state fish hatchery tomorrow, are coming from the Hot Creek
hatchery. And they will be the first fish hatched in the new 2,880-square-foot aluminum
building nearing completion under the watchful eye of Foreman C.W. Chansler.
Using the $20,000 granted the Fillmore hatchery from the state funds last year, the
hatchery crew has been busily engaged for some time in raising the new building.
Twenty-four 16-foot troughs and eight 14-foot circular tanks will be housed in the new
structure, and the first eggs will be started on their life cycle within a week.
The new building culminates a program which has seen four aluminum garages, an
aluminum truck garage and two pump houses take shape at the hatchery. The structure is
half completed, but part of it will be occupied by next week, Chansler disclosed.
Otherwise, he said, it will be necessary to rig up a temporary hookup to the old hatching
structure nearby in order to save the eggs which are coming in tomorrow.
No wood is to be used in the new building. The floor is solid concrete, and all plumbing
is above floor level so that replacement will be accomplished with a minimum of
expense. Labor is being furnished solely by the hatchery crew, with the exception of
Currier Brothers, a Fillmore hauling and construction crew, whose equipment has been
used to lift and move the huge steel girders.
Air, need to keep the fish alive, will be pumped into 5,000 gallons of incoming water per
minute at the main pump, while smaller equipment for the purpose is to be installed at
each of the new building’s tank’s. When the river is full—which the crew hopes will be
soon—gravity will provide all the water the structure needs, and it will flow out into the
three chains of ponds where the fish mature to planting size.
No ponds are in operation this week, as the last of the fish were planted last Monday.
The fish hatched from the 350,000 new eggs will be raised in three hatcheries to provide
fish for planting next winter—at Victorville, Whittier and Fillmore.
The new building doubles the capacity of the Fillmore hatchery, Chansler revealed, and
will also double the output at the other two hatcheries because of increased shipments to
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them. The old wooden structure formerly used to hatch the local fish may be torn down,
or it may be turned into a storehouse, Chansler said.
To the sportsman, the rapidly-rising aluminum walls are a promise that next season’s
streams will be plentifully stocked—providing, of course, there is any water in which to
fish. Chansler disclosed he is betting on the word of old-timers in the area that the Santa
Clara valley is due to enter an 11-year “wet cycle” this winter.
All fishermen who don’t hope he’s right will please form a line in the nearest telephone
booth.
November 8, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
MORE THAN 350,000 EGGS IN FILLMORE FISH HATCHERY – More than 350,000
fish eggs are well on their way to becoming Ventura and Los Angeles county trout at the
Fillmore hatchery, it was learned today from Foreman C.W. Chansler. The eggs arrived
as anticipated on October 26 and November 2, but found the new hatching ponds still
awaiting completion of a building.
A temporary hookup was effected to the old hatching tanks, Chansler said, and the eggs
will be transferred into the new building in about two or three weeks. Sections of roof
are being installed at this time, he disclosed, and the tanks will follow in short order.
A large number of the 350,000 eggs will go as fingerlings to the Whittier hatchery,
Chansler revealed, and the rest will be raised and planted by the Fillmore crew. The allmetal, 24 by 120-foot structure when completed will house 24 rectangular tanks and eight
circular tanks, expected to double the hatchery’s capacity.
December 7, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISH HATCHERIES BUSY – While most California anglers rested in the midst of their
winter hibernation, crews in 27 state fish hatcheries began their careful watch over the
recurring fish egg cycle which results in more trout for the creel. Most fish planting
activities were completed in October, reports the division of fish and game, to be
succeeded by egg taking operations.
WATER THREATENS WILDLIFE – Water—and the lack of it—presents serious
problems to California fish-life and fish and game commissioners as well. The
conservation body spent most of its December meeting time looking into fish losses in
the Klamath and San Joaquin rivers.
December 9, 1949 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TEAGUE NAMES 30-MAN COMMITTEE TO STUDY FORMATION OF DISTRICT
– C.C. Teague, president of the Santa Clara Water Conservation District named three

688

Draft History of Steelhead and Rainbow Trout

November 03, 2008

Santa Paulans on a committee which will meet to discuss the formation of a new county
water district proposed by the SCWCD.
…Robert Le Fever, member of the county board of supervisors, raised the questions as to
the feasibility of building a dam on the Piru creek, taking the whole county into the new
water district and building a reservoir, which would catch enough water in the wet years
to tide the county through the dry ones.
In answer to Le Fever’s first question, the directors pointed out that the water crop on the
Piru creek is about half of the available water on the Sespe and that Piru creek water from
the fish hatchery to the natural mouth of the creek goes into natural ground storage. All
the water the dam would stop would be that water that did not sink into the ground before
it got to the fish hatchery, according to the board. Le Fever was particularly interested in
the Piru site which he felt could provide an additional 7,000 acre feet of water with less
cost than enlarging one of the proposed dams on the Sespe…
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1950
Rainfall – 13.57 Inches
January 11, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
DREDGING OF RIVERBED AT FILLMORE IS APPROVED – Approval of a
contemplated dredging of the Santa Clara riverbed at Fillmore and Bardsdale by the
county flood control district was voted last night by the Fillmore city council. The
district had requested authorization to proceed with the work, which will entail dredging
of portions of city property.
The dredging will continue the widening of the channel begun last year above the state
fish hatchery for a distance of about two miles. Flood waters will be permitted easier
access to the ocean and the danger of citrus and structural damage by flood waters will be
lessened.
City Manager Clarence Arrasmith disclosed that Fillmore will receive about $30,000 in
state funds for the improvement and extension of the city’s water system, with the city
putting up a matching sum. The action was taken by the state department of health,
which removed a former requirement that the funds must be used for sewage disposal. A
deep well pump and booster pump at the Central avenue water plant will be included in
the improvement, Arrasmith stated.
…Resolutions of intention to vacate portions of “C” street and Ventura street were
adopted, to provide clear access to the sewage disposal plant site at the riverbed.
January 19, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
STATE COMMISSION ANNOUNCES TENTATIVE GAME REGULATIONS FOR
1950 SEASON – San Francisco (UP) – Tentative regulations for the 1950 hunting and
fishing season in California were announced yesterday by the state fish and game
commission.
The commission will hold a final meeting in the state office building January 27 at which
interested groups will have an opportunity to protest the before the new regulations
become final.
The fish and game commission said the major changes from the 1949 regulations were:
1. Angling – A double trout season opening, starting May 30 in 10 central Sierra
counties, and on the Saturday nearest May 1 in the rest of the state, including Tahoe,
Boca and Donner lakes. (The rest of the article dealt with hunting laws.)
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April 25, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Streigle of Westwood paused in Piru long enough to say that “the
prospects for trout fishing look pretty good this year.” They are faithful anglers in this
territory.
April 26, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
COUNTY STREAMS STOCKED FOR FISHING SEASON – Lots of water is in the
offing when the annual “fish day” draws thousands of anglers along the Santa Clara river
and its tributaries Saturday—and the water is well stocked with 13,000 trout.
Standing room only will be the word as fishermen and would-be fishermen keep one eye
on their watches and one on an inviting patch of water awaiting the moment which sets
off the 1950 trout fishing season. Parking space will be at a premium at such spot as the
fish hatchery just east of Fillmore, where last year more than 700 anglers descended like
locusts on the unsuspecting fish.
Santa Paula creek, Sespe creek and other fish-harboring streams in this area will swarm
pleasure seekers, including many three and four-year olds baiting their hooks for the first
time.
The Fillmore fish hatchery has planted its 13,000 trout in just about every tract of water
larger than a bath tub. The fish are now at home as follows:
Santa Paula creek, 500 between Steckel park and Sisar creek; Lost creek between here
and Fillmore, 800; Santa Paula creek above Steckel park, 1,500; Sespe creek near
Fillmore, 500; at Tar creek, 500; Piru creek downstream from Agua Blanca, 500.
Lockwood creek, 500; Matilija creek above the dam, 750; at Soper’s 250; at the reservoir
3,000. Reyes creek at Wheatley’s, 500; Sespe beaver dams at Cold Springs, 1,000 and
between Lion camp and Bear creek, 2,500.
All of the 13,000 planted are of catchable size, with many tipping the angler’s scale (if
they’re caught) about four to the pound.
Few mature fish will be caught opening day, wardens feel. But in the Sespe between Tar
creek and the old Sespe dam, where the area is so inaccessible fishermen have to hike
several miles to a good spot, fish manage to survive the opening day onslaught and
propagate themselves the year around.
This is felt to be the one remaining spot in Ventura county where this is true.
April 27, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Well Fellows! Trout Season Opens Sat. Morning. We are ready
– are you? You need good tackle to catch good fish! Check over your kit then come
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down and select your needs. You can get your license right here. We are ready to help
you have a good season of fishing and camping. Come on in! Watkins Hardware
Company.
April 28, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING SEASON OPENS SATURDAY – Tomorrow morning bright and early—in
fact tonight, in an effort to beat other fishermen to the best spots—the southland’s anglers
will descend like a plague on Santa Paula, Fillmore and other Santa Clara river
communities to pull their limits of wiggling trout from opening day waters.
Even the most remote recesses of the famed Sespe creek fishing grounds are expected to
resound to the whirl of reels and swish of rods as sportsmen from all over California’s
southern counties settle themselves from a week-end of fishing.
Last year some 700 anglers invaded the quiet pools and crannies of the Fillmore fish
hatchery area, and some were even caught trying to lure the finny friends out of the
hatching ponds!
More than 13,000 fish have been planted by the hatchery in Ventura county streams for
the big to tomorrow—and all reports point to a riproaring time by all.
June 9, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
PIRU RANCHERS FEAR WATER SHORTAGE IN NEAR FUTURE – by Wally Smith
– Dry wells and a water table down as much as 100 feet in five years—these have
combine to produce fear underlying many of the current talks on the disposal of Santa
Clara river water, sought by the salt-invaded Oxnard plain.
Piru ranchers taking part in watershed boundary sessions are worried for fear that
community face a severe water shortage in the next few years. One water well has been
abandoned, and others are on the verge of going dry.
Harold Conkling, consulting engineer who in September, 1949 handed down detailed
recommendations for water conservation dams to the board of supervisors, believes no
danger of a Piru water shortage exists.
“There is thought to be no danger of a water shortage in the (Santa Clara river) valley
within Ventura county above Saticoy,” he flatly stated in a report to official of the flood
control district. His conviction that the Oxnard plain and Pleasant valley areas are the
only ones facing a critical water problem can be read between the lines on nearly every
page.
He concedes that the water table in times of drought will drop to a frightening level. But
he holds in his report that what goes down must come up—before much damage is done.
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Much time and effort are being spent to set up the new watershed district to provide
badly-needed fresh water to the Oxnard plain. Here 65 percent of the cultivated land in
the Santa Clara watershed faces invasion by salt water—with a resultant lowering of
property values and destruction of crops.
If values fall in the Oxnard area, proponents argue, taxes will be raised elsewhere in
Ventura county to make up for the loss.
Wells as far inland as two miles are beginning to bring up the dreaded sea water, which
has gradually elbowed its way into the fresh water supply. The situation is urgent if the
county’s major agricultural district is to continue unscathed, it is pointed out.
What plagues Piru ranchers must is the fear that open conduits will drain off their
precious water supply to Oxnard, turning that fertile citrus belt into a second Owens
valley. They remember the tragic full-page ads inserted in the metropolitan press by the
embattled Owens valley farmers, headed descriptively “We Who Are About to Die.”
Friction has arisen over the use by the Fillmore state fish hatchery of Piru basin water,
which then drains off into the adjoining Fillmore basin. Much talk is heard of forcing the
hatchery to do an about face, even of legal action.
It seems clear that the drainage contours of the valley vitally affect the whole series of
discussions.
The Santa Clara river valley is divided into four basins—(1) ending at the Newhall ranch
bridge, (2) at the fish hatchery, (3) at Santa Paula creek and (4) at Saticoy.
Conkling reported in November, 1947 that hardly any Piru creek water goes to waste. In
his report he pointed out that the Piru and Montalvo water basins were heavily depleted
during periods of drought, but that hardly any water was drained out of the Fillmore and
Santa Paula basins.
Of 22,700 acre feet of water each year between 1923 and 1936, only 2,900 acre feet went
to waste—a negligible amount, Conkling said.
Reservoirs up Piru creek would raise the Piru basin water level as much as 30 feet, he
reported, and half of it would remain within the basin. The rest would drain into the
Fillmore basin at the hatchery.
But dams up Piru creek would cost much more than dams up the Sespe—and his number
one plan called for two dams on the Sespe, at Topa Topa and Cold Spring. The Sespe
and Piru between them provide 60 percent of the Santa Clara river’s water.
With dams in the Sespe but no in Piru canyon, Piru ranchers naturally feel that they might
derive little or no benefit from the storage, and hence are averse to paying part of the
taxes.
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It has been pointed out that only one of the five or seven districts directors would
represent the Piru basin.
Present hopes, voiced at current watershed meetings, are that normal rainfall will restore
the lost water level of the Piru basin, and forestall any serious shortage. Thus much of
the area’s water could be diverted to the Oxnard plain to help in the battle with the sea.
Regardless of one’s point of view, the problem stands as the number one issue confronting Ventura county’s ranchers. One need only sit in on one of the sessions to feel it.
June 14, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
EDITORIAL – THEY FISH AND HUNT – Before we accept the pattern of judging
popularity of sports by the size of the crowds in the stadium, we may consider all that is
meant by a report of the California fish and game commission that 1,470,000
Californians hold fishing or hunting licenses.
The long state, with its streams, beaches and forests, is the field in which they perform to
victory and defeat. Approximately one and one-half million of them! That is more than
the entire population of some states and enough to convince us they cannot all be at the
same fishing hole at once, or, on a mountain slope, banging at the same deer.
In pride we can have much to say for a state which offers so much in recreation and sport,
and at a desk, with a pencil in hand, we can do some figuring. These sportsmen pay us
big sums in licenses. They buy equipment and spend millions in transportation, and
maybe for arnica and sunburn and poison oak remedies. Football, you say, is a big
business, and organized baseball keeps the turnstiles clicking when the home team is
winning? Fish and game experts estimate that the fishermen and hunters, the amateur
sportsmen of the wilds, represent a California “industry” approximating $1,000,000,000.
–Oakland Tribune
June 30, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISH PLANTED IN 373 MOUNTAIN LAKES FROM AIR – The California division of
fish and game recently took off on the nation’s most ambitious aerial fish-planting
mission.
In the next two months, the state agency’s twin-engined airplane will drop a total of
1,639,000 rainbow and brook trout in 373 mountain lakes.
Flying a tough 48-day schedule over some of the trickiest terrain in the west, WardenPilots Al Reese and Carrol Faist will release the fingerlings in waters ranking from the
Siskiyou to Tulare and Inyo counties. The plane is capable of carrying up to 25,000 fish
each trip.
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Although the bureau of fish conservation began its aerial planting experiments in 1946,
full-scale operations were delayed until special equipment and flying procedures were
developed for the difficult high Sierra country. Several other states are also using aircraft
in their fish planting programs.
Warden-Pilot Reese asserts the airplane is here to stay, but will supplement—not
replace—the continuing of horse, truck, and human transport of trout.
Tests made recently prove that fish can be safely dropped from elevations up to 800 feet.
Other findings reveal that the cost of planting comparable areas by man or horse-back is
considerably higher.
Before the serial planting program ends August 18, the crew ill have stocked 165 lakes in
the Mount Shasta area; five in the Fall River Mills area; 33 lakes in the Almanor-Feather
River area; 64 lakes in the Donner Summit area; 23 lakes in the Yosemite-central Sierra
area; 24 lakes in the western lower Sierra area; and 83 lakes in the eastern Sierra area.
December 6, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FILLMORE HATCHERY TO BE MOVED OR ABANDONED – Los Angeles (UP) –
The California Fish and Game Commission has taken steps to move or abandon a state
fish hatchery at Fillmore, California, it was learned today.
The commission, at a recent meeting here, instructed A.C. Taft, chief of the Division of
Fish and Game Bureau of Fish Conservation, to either move the fishery from Fillmore to
a site outside of Ventura County if such action is practical, or to abandon the hatchery, a
commission spokesman revealed.
The Piru water district has favored elimination of the Fillmore hatchery and its
representatives at a commission meeting here in October, severed legal notice on the fish
and game department to stop using water at the hatchery.
December 7, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FOREMAN SURPRISED AT PLAN TO MOVE FILLMORE HATCHERY – With
340,000 new fish eggs just arrived, and 150,000 more of them expected sometime next
week, the disclosure that the Fillmore State Fish Hatchery might be abandoned or moved
to another site came as a distinct shock yesterday to Foreman C.W. Chansler.
When informed by the Chronicle that such a move is contemplated, Chansler could throw
no light on the development whatsoever.
“It’s all news to me,” he said. “I’ve been on vacation and have just returned. If there’s
been any move afoot either to move or do away with the Fillmore hatchery, I haven’t
known anything about it.”
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Asked what the move would do to current plans for stocking Ventura County’s streams
and reservoirs, Chansler declined to comment until he has received official notification of
the move from the bureau of fish conservation.
The hatchery is full of eggs and small fish, Chansler disclosed. Work is now under way
to improve and enlarge the ponds, so that the hatchery can handle more fish than it has at
present. A crew has been busy getting things shipshape for the spring planting of trout,
which keeps the Ventura County streams supplied with the finny fellows.
Not long ago a new hatchery building was constructed at the site, which is a little under a
mile east of Fillmore. The building was constructed entirely by the crew of the hatchery,
and has been in operation only a short time.
From information available here, it seems likely that efforts of Piru ranchers and the Piru
Water District to forestall the pumping of Piru basin water into the hatchery’s pond are
responsible for the decision to move the hatchery.
A year ago last summer, the hatchery was faced with impending water shortage—so
much so, in fact, that there was talk of shutting the hatchery down completely by
September if more water could not be found. Just in the nick of time a third water well
was brought in east of the two already in use, and the hatchery was able to run at about
one-third capacity instead of shutting down.
The hatchery still is operating at this level.
As soon as water began to flow from the new well, Piru agriculturalists filed a complaint.
The water, they said, was being pumped out of the Piru basin and dumped into the
Fillmore basin, after which it ran away toward the ocean and was lost to Piru and its
surrounding citrus lands.
They sought an injunction against the hatchery’s use of the water, pending the outcome
of litigation in the courts.
The United Press story carried yesterday cited this opposition, and indicated Piru
representatives were present at a Los Angeles meeting of the Fish and Game
Commission, when the decision was made to move or abandon the hatchery.
December 8, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
AROUND THE VALLEY – by Wally Smith – Since the Chronicle’s story on the
Fillmore fish hatchery appeared the other day, interest has been running high among
sportsmen of Ventura County. Some of them, it is reported, plant to protests any move
by the Fish and Game Commission to abandon it or move it somewhere else.
Copies of the story have been relayed by interested parties to San Francisco, where Fish
and Game has its headquarters, to Los Angeles and to sportsmen at several points.
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The Ventura County Rod and Gun Club meets tonight, and it’s reported that some action
is contemplated over the hatchery issue. It will be interesting to see just what develops,
and whether the sportsmen are enough in earnest to present their side of the issue before
the commission when it next meets on January 26.
So far, those “agin” the hatchery seem to have the upper hand.
December 11, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
AROUND THE VALLEY – by Wally Smith – Folks have been wondering just how
many people will be affected if the Fillmore State Fish Hatchery is moved or abandoned,
as it looks now. There are seven families there at present, making a total population of 2
persons.
The hatchery has eight five-room homes, a three-room bachelor’s quarters, a smaller
storage building, an office and several pump houses and miscellaneous structures. When
the state built it, the cost was $125,000 for building alone. Since then another $48,000
worth of buildings have been added.
There are three fingerling tanks in operation handling 47,000 fish each. In addition the
hatchery has on hand 240,000 eggs and expects 150,000 more any day now.
These will be planted in Ventura County streams in April. And this may be the last
planting from the Fillmore site.
December 12, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
DECISION TO MOVE FILLMORE HATCHERY NOT FINAL, GAME COMMISSION
SPOKESMAN SAYS – The decision to abandon or move the Fillmore fish hatchery is
not necessarily final, according to State Fish and Game Commissioner Lee Payne. He
also disclosed that a threat to pull political strings to force the closing of the hatchery was
what influenced the Commission’s decision.
A Piru delegation, he said, told the Commission at its Los Angeles meeting that
opposition to maintenance of the state hatchery is “just about 100 percent” in Ventura
County. On the basis of this claim, the commissioners voted unanimously to direct Allen
C. Taft, chief of the bureau of fisheries, to investigate the situation.
Taft will report his findings to the Commission on either January 26, the next meeting of
the group, or shortly thereafter. No final decision to close or move the hatchery can be
made until his report is received, Payne added.
It was a similar situation in San Bernardino which led to the establishment of the
Fillmore hatchery in the firs place, he said. The hatchery was to have been established on
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Lytle Creek just west of San Bernardino, but opposition formed in that city and caused a
change of plans. That was in 1940.
Five years later, after the state had invested $125,000 at the Fillmore site, San Bernardino
County asked for a hatchery and a series of rearing ponds was established at Victorville.
Residents had a complete change of heart, Payne said, and then favored locating a
hatchery near San Bernardino.
The state’s investment in the Fillmore hatchery, Payne said, would run upwards of
$300,000 if the hatchery were to be replaced on the basis of current costs.
Fifty thousand pounds of fish per year have been raised at the Fillmore site. Payne said
that Deputy District Attorney Ralph Schuyler of Los Angeles represented the Fish and
Game Commission last Friday, when the Piru delegation presented its demands.
Legal means of forcing abandonment of the hatchery have been under way for many
months, he told the Chronicle. If this fails, he said the Commission was told, political
pressure will be brought to bear.
Meanwhile, neither D.A. Clanton nor C.W. Chansler, who operate the Fillmore hatchery
for the state, has received official notice that the hatchery will be abandoned. They will
receive no notice, the Chronicle learned, until after the January meeting, and then only if
the decision stands.
At present the hatchery is drawing 1,700 gallons of water per minute, 24 hours a day,
through one of its three pumps. The other two wells are shut down because of the water
shortage.
The shaft of this well is not perforated above 140 feet, which means that all water is
drawn from below the stratum of clay which underlies the area. Most of the water comes
from the 520-foot level, and comes out of the ground at 60 degrees.
According to Chansler, this indicates a glacial source for the water, probably somewhere
in the Sierras.
Piru ranchers and the Piru Water District dispute this however. They claim the water is
being pumped out of the Piru basin and into the Fillmore basin, after running the length
of the rearing ponds.
A dispute has arisen also over whether there is a cross-fault at the site of the hatchery,
cutting across the valley at that point. Hatchery spokesmen say there is no evidence that
such a cross-fault exists, and that water and oil drillers have honeycombed the entire area
for many years without finding evidence of one. If this is true, water from the Piru basin
could flow unimpeded into the Fillmore basin, whether or not it is being pumped to the
surface.
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Piru Water District spokesmen also dispute this claim, and contend that the hatchery is
draining their dwindling water supply, water which otherwise would be used to irrigate
Piru citrus lands.
It is this dispute which has been dumped into the lap of the Fish and Game Commission,
Payne said yesterday.
There will be ample notice in advance of the time and place of the meeting at which Taft
will present his findings, Payne said. At that time, both the opponents and the proponents
of the hatchery are urged to present their arguments and facts in person.
So far, he said, no one at all has appeared before the Commission in favor of leaving the
hatchery at its Fillmore site.
December 19, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
GUN CLUB WANTS FILLMORE HATCHERY TO STAY – The Ventura County Rod
and Gun club last night went on record as opposing the removal of the Fillmore State
Fish Hatchery.
A resolution was drafted, which will be forwarded by the club’s board of directors to
Allen C. Taft, who was recently authorized by the Fish and Game Commission to
investigate the advisability of doing away with the hatchery because of Piru opposition.
Letters will also go to all chambers of commerce in Ventura County, to other
organizations which might be interested in getting behind the fight to save the hatchery,
and to State Senator J.J. McBride and Assemblyman J.B. Cooke of this area. A letter
also is being forwarded to Lee Payne of Los Angeles, the Fish and Game commissioner
in charge of the Santa Paula-Fillmore section. The club will also have a delegate at the
Fish and Game meeting in San Francisco January 26.
Last night’s action by the Rod and Gun Club marks the third time a Ventura County
organization has entered the dispute on the side of the hatchery, according to S.V. Costa,
retiring president of the club. He cited the Fillmore Chamber of Commerce as having
adopted resolutions opposing the removal of the hatchery, at their meeting this week.
Three Santa Paulans were elected to head the Rod and Gun Club last night. They are
Jack Cline, president, John Moon, secretary and Tom Harrison, treasurer for the coming
year. Alexander Brown of Ventura will be vice-president.
December 20, 1950 – Santa Paula Chronicle
THOUSANDS OF FISH EGGS DELIVERED TO FILLMORE HATCHERY – Another
317,000 eggs have arrived in Fillmore since Saturday.
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But the hens aren’t worried, because they’re fish eggs delivered to the state hatchery for
rearing as young trout destined for Ventura County streams. Two hundred thousand of
the eggs arrived Saturday from the hatchery at Mount Shasta, and the other 117,000
arrived yesterday from the hatchery at Hot Creek.
The eggs are shipped by railway express in a specially-constructed wooden container
about three feet square, containing a number of wire mesh shelves. The eggs are poured
onto the mesh and then covered with wet moss, which in turn is kept wet with ice packed
around the outer edge of the box. The eggs are kept at about 40 degrees temperature,
according to Foreman C.W. Chansler. They remain dormant until dumped into warm
water.
Four hundred and 30 thousand eggs are on their way to becoming Ventura County trout
at the hatchery at the present time.

700

Draft History of Steelhead and Rainbow Trout

November 03, 2008

1951
January 20, 1951 – Santa Paula Chronicle
SETTLEMENT OF HATCHEY FIGHT SEEN BY CLINE – There is no reason why the
current dispute over the Fillmore State Fish Hatchery should force the abandonment of
the site.
That’s the opinion of Jack Cline, Santa Paulan who now heads the Ventura County Rod
and Gun Club. Cline told the Chronicle today that he believes things will be worked out
to everyone’s satisfaction, and that the hatchery will not be moved.
The Rod and Gun Club recently took an active interest in the dispute, brought on by Piru
ranchers and water interest who claimed that Piru basin water is being pumped through
the hatchery and then released in the Fillmore basin, forever lost to Piru ranchers. Cline
sad today that the southern section of the Rod and Gun Clubs, with headquarters in Los
Angeles, is expected to act on a resolution passed a few weeks ago and have delegates at
the next Fish and Game Commission meeting.
They will press for peaceful settlement of the controversy, rather than a lawsuit and its
consequent expenses.
The Fish and Game Commission is scheduled to meet in San Francisco January 26, and is
expected to hear a report on the hatchery problem by A.C. Scott, recently instructed to
investigate.
Cline has proposed a pump at the west end of the hatchery ponds, to pump the water back
again to the east end, at the site of the present water wells. This would put the water back
at the source, over the Piru basin, and it could be used again and again by aerating it
between trips.
In this way, Cline says, the hatchery could cut its consumption of water to a bare
minimum, a fraction of what is used now, and dispose of the basis for the Piru ranchers’
claims that their water is being “stolen” by the hatchery’s pumps.
His suggestion has been passed on to Floyd S. Warring, who heads the Piru Water
Company.
The Rod and Gun Club discussed the hatchery problem at length last night, meeting in
Eagles Hall here in Santa Paula.
Cline said about 75 members and guests interested in the hatchery and game conservation
problems were present at the meeting. New officers were installed—Cline as president,
John Moon as secretary, Tom Harrison as treasurer. The next meeting of the club will be
held in Oxnard at the Odd Fellows’ Hall, on February 23, Cline said.
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January 25, 1951 – Santa Paula Chronicle
DISEASE ANGLE CITED IN FISH HATCHERY ROW – Efforts to wipe out disease
among young trout at the Fillmore State Fish Hatchery might be hampered if water is run
through the rearing ponds more than once, it was learned today.
A proposal to settle the hatchery dispute out of court, put forth by the Ventura Rod and
Gun Club. has been based on the assumption that water could be pumped back to its
source after running its course through the tiers of rearing ponds. This would put the
water back into what is sometimes called the Piru basin, and apparently satisfy critics of
the hatchery who claim Piru water is being taken without being replaced, then dumped
into another settling basin.
The water would then be run through the hatchery a second time, thus cutting down on
the plant’s consumption of pumped water.
But hatchery employees have raised the question of disease. If the fish are afflicted, they
contend, the quickest way to get rid of the disease is to have them in fresh, running water.
If the same contaminated water is re-used, tit will be harder to fight the affliction.
Whether this will prove a stumbling block to the proposal is not yet clear. The Fish and
Game Commission meets tomorrow in San Francisco, and one item on the agenda is
expected to be a report by A.C. Scott of the bureau of hatcheries. On hand will be
representatives of the Southern California Rod and Gun Club from Los Angeles, to
protest any move abandoning or moving the hatchery.
The current efforts to effect a settlement with the Piru interests by reverting the hatchery
water into the Piru basin will be cited by the sportsmen as a basis for withholding
condemnation proceedings against the hatchery.
February 22, 1951 – Santa Paula Chronicle
MORE HUNTING, LESS FISHING IN STATE DURING 1950 – Sacramento (UP) –
California sportsmen apparently did more hunting, but less fishing in 1950
The state division of fish and game’s monthly report showed today $1,297,890 worth of
hunting licenses were purchased last years, an increase of $7,412.
But the total sales of fishing licenses dropped $27,086 to $2,956,681.
March 17, 1951 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FILLMORE WILL PROBABLY KEEP FISH HATCHERY – Chances are good that the
Fillmore Fish Hatchery will remain where it is.
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That’s the unofficial word dropped last night by Superintendent of Hatcheries D.A.
Clanton of Whittier, principal speaker at the Fillmore meeting of the Ventura County Rod
and Gun Club.
Clanton brought with him an official conformational of his views, but said he believes the
current furor over the water being used by hatchery will blow over in time, and the
hatchery will remain in Fillmore. It might have to close down at times, of severe
drought, he indicated, but will always open up again when water is more plentiful.
The matter of the removal of the hatchery, advocated before the State Fish and Game
Commission not long ago by Piru ranchers and others was to have come up at San
Francisco in January. But the matter was postponed indefinitely. Jack Cline, president of
the Rod and Gun Club, said when it finally is placed on the Fish and Game agenda, the
Southern Council of Sportsmen will have delegates there to oppose the closing of the
hatchery.
April 26, 1951 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Fishing Season Opens – Saturday April 28. See us first for all
your fishing needs! Get your fishing licenses here! Complete line of Fishing Tackle and
Sporting Goods. The Sportsman Shop. 120 S. Eighth St. Santa Paula Phone 653M.
April 27, 1951 – Los Angeles Times
ANGLERS DELCARE WAR ON TROUT TOMORROW – by Jack Curnow. Trout
season opens tomorrow morning in most of the State.
Thousands of anglers will take off today to reach favorite spots. Heaviest concentration
will be at Los Angeles city’s Lake Crowley, with June Lake loop running a close second.
Nearer home, Big Bear Lake and Lake Arrowhead will host big crowds, ditto for Gregory
Lake, Crystal Lake and the San Gabriel Canyon area streams.
The Division of Fish and Game has made heavy plants of trout in most streams and lakes.
And wardens will be on hand to see that you don’t take more than the legal limit of 15, or
10 pounds and one fish.
Opening time is 4:08 tomorrow morning, an hour before sunrise, and continues until an
hour after sunset.
The weather may foul up everything. Storms this mid-week could make roily streams
which have been clear. And there was snow Wednesday in the Sierra from an
unexpected cold snap.
There’ll be some pretty fair fishing in the Southland in the early season, but many
streams will dry out. So as the season progresses anglers will have to travel further north.
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The Times, during the past week, has carried a directory of streams and lakes in the
Southland, also Fish & Game warden reports from various outlying areas on trout
prospects.
Here are warden reports from nearby areas:
…John Spicer at Ojai; Conditions for Ventura County fair to poor, with beaver dams in
Sespe affording better fishing. Matilija Dam about same level as last year, should be fair.
Water very low in county, fishing will not hold up through season.
Leslie Edgerton reports on southern half of Ventura County: Santa Paula Creek, fair; Piru
Creek, fair; River of Doubt, good; Sespe Creek, good. Piru planted at Frenchman’s Flat
and in Buck Creek area fist time in recent years. Santa Paula allotment cut in half
because of low water.
April 27, 1951 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ON YOUR MARK, GET SET—GO! IT’S HERE AGAIN! - At quarter after four
tomorrow morning, practically every fisherman worth the name in Ventura County will
be seen poised with an anticipatory smile on his face, chin up, right foot forward, and
worm dangling within an inch of the placid water.
For the 1951 trout season will be about to start.
The above picture would be more natural, however, if we could be sure of just one
thing—where’s the water? According to our secret operatives in the field, there’s very
little to be found. And where there’s no water, there can’t be very many fish.
Just to be on the safe side, here’s a list of spots where there just might be a fish or two, if
the angler will look real hard:
Bear creek, runs into the Sespe four miles downstream from Lion Canyon camp.
Beartrap creek, runs into Cuyama River near Ozena Road.
Howard creek, runs into Sespe near Lion Canyon camp road.
Lockwood creek, runs into Piru creek near Lockwood Valley Road.
Matilija creek, above and below Matilija reservoir near Wheeler Springs.
Piedra Blanca creek, runs into Upper Sespe near Lion Canyon camp.
Piru creek, scattered water only north of Piru and at headwaters.
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Reyes creek, runs into Cuyama River via Wheatley’s camp.
Santa Clara River, you know where.
Santa Paula creek, ditto.
Sespe creek, accessible from Fillmore or Ojai.
Wheatley’s lake, on ranch near Reyes creek.
May 22, 1951 – Santa Paula Chronicle
LIMONEIRA – Mr. and Mrs. Huber Hurt and children, Mr. and Mrs. Bert Houser and
daughter, Tommy, and Mr. Houser’s mother, Mrs. Viola Houser, spent Sunday fishing
and picnicking at Lake Sherwood in Hidden valley.
----The mouth of the Santa Clara River seems to be a very popular fishing place for the
residents of the ranch. Mr. and Mrs. Ben Young arrived there Sunday to find Mr. and
Mrs. Dewey Schwarting and Mr. and Mrs. Joe Griggs already there.
June 22, 1951 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TROUT ARE TROUT – Lansing, Michigan (UP) – The state conservation department
has found out that trout fishermen don’t necessarily know what they are fishing for.
Questioners asked a cross section of anglers to identify three kinds of trout and only 40
per cent answered correctly.
June 25, 1951 – Santa Paula Chronicle
OUTDOOR CALIFORNIA BY THE DIVISION OF FISH AND GAME – Better fishing
through tagging. Plastic and metal tags have been placed on jaw, tail or back of many
fresh and salt-water fish found in state waters, like kelp bass, black bass, salmon, trout
and steelhead. By returning tags fishermen can help the State in its continuous efforts to
learn about fish migration life cycles, growth and habits. (Picture of a certificate card.)
This card with the tags and fish life history goes to cooperating angler.
July 19, 1951 – Santa Paula Chronicle
HUNTING ARRESTS IN SHARP JUMP – (Most of the article is about hunting arrests,
fines and the quail guzzler crew.) …Nearly 100,000 trout were planted in the county
between March 23rd and the first day of July, the report reveals. Despite dry creeks and
rivers, the state fish hatchery at Fillmore planted 95,440 fingerlings and small trout, much
more than was anticipated earlier in the year.

705

Draft History of Steelhead and Rainbow Trout

November 03, 2008

August 14, 1951 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ROTARY SEES COLOR FILM ON FISHING – “Fishing for Fun,” a color motion
picture depicting the art of fly-casting, was the feature of yesterday’s meeting of the
Rotary Club at Masonic temple. The film was provided through the courtesy of Jim
Healy, local Pontiac dealer.
Featured in the film was Ben Hardesty, national fly-casting champion. He displayed the
technique of casting in Michigan streams for trout and bass, depicting all phases of
casting, hooking and landing the fish. He was also seen in later scenes casting off the
Florida coast.
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1952
January 22, 1952 – Santa Paula Chronicle
NO STEELHEAD CATCHES YET, BUT HOPEFUL – by Ben Smith (Taken from
Forecast) – Now the Ventura and Santa Clara rivers are running, a lot of us will be
looking for the return of the “Steelies”—it seems to be the opinion of some of the better
informed that it will take several years for the steelhead to make any kind of comeback in
numbers…still with water in the rivers…hopes are soaring. No catches have been
reported as yet, but that doesn’t keep the fellows from looking. Del Cyrus, Nick Peirano
and Joe Proctor have been prowling in the vicinity of the fishing grounds.
Surf fishing has been very good lately. Several fine catches have been reported from
favorite spots up and down the coast.
Dalt Munger, Billy Munger, Merrill Allyn and Ben Smith took a cruise down to the
Serena kelp beds recently and were rewarded with a good catch of bass and a variety of
other fish. Don’t know where the big ones were that day, maybe it was too cold for
them? The weather seemed next to freezing on the trip back to port. Space around the
motor box was at a premium.
Blasting by the oil companies is getting off to a flying start with the loading of Myrna
Lynn with a cargo of explosives recently delivered by the Hercules Powder Company.
Santa Monica sport fishermen report that catches have dropped off since blasting along
their coast line. They feel that fishing has been handed another setback like the one
suffered three years ago. Some of the fishermen in that locality are furious.
The people of Santa Barbara feel pretty bitter about return of the blasting boats but have
been unable to prevent it. Oh well, there’ll come a day and I hope it is not too late to
save the rest of our fish.
An eastern fish and game department released a lot of interesting figures on fishing. It
seems that 10 percent of the fishermen catch 46 per cent of the fish—53 per cent of the
fishermen catch 54 per cent of the fish—and 37 per cent of the anglers don’t catch any
thing. How about that? Which category are you in? And, why?
And, don’t forget to buy yourself a brand new fishing license for 1952.
February 12, 1952 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – The Sportsman Shop. Complete lines of Sporting Goods Hunting
and Fish Equipment. S&H Green Stamps, Too!
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March 13, 1952 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FILLMORE FESTIVAL SET FOR MAY 17 -- …May 17 was selected this year to avoid
conflicts with Mother’s Day and with one of Fillmore’s biggest annual events – Fish Day.
On this day half the men in town evacuate to the streams and rivers nearby for a go at the
hungry trout planted by the state fish hatchery here.
March 28, 1952 – Santa Paula Chronicle
MORE HATCHERIES, MORE TROUT AND LESS RED TAPE IN OFFING – by Ben
Smith (Reported from Forecast) – Due to weather conditions there has been very little
boat, pier or surf fishing during the past months. With the surf quite muddy from the runoff of the ocean rains a few surf perch are being caught, but really not enough to get
excited about.
Steelhead fishing season ended this year without a single catch being made. However, in
the early part of march a few were definitely spotted in the Ventura River so it is
somewhat encouraging to know that there are a few late spawners in our streams again.
A new plan in Sacramento calls for the decentralizing of the Dept. of Fish and Game into
five regional officers. This was presented to the legislators by Seth Gordon, director of
the division and it was approved in principle, and a budget to finance the program will be
presented to the Senate Finance Committee.
Director Gordon claims that under the proposed system they will be able to increase the
number of hatcheries, cut red tape and most important triple the plant of the trout.
April 24, 1952 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING WILL BE GOOD ON OPENING DAY – Fishing will be good. That’s the flat
prediction for the season which opens here May 3—the Santa Clara valley’s traditional
Fish Day. Fishing won’t be as good on opening day as usual, but better later in the
season. Read the details on today’s sports page.
PREDICT GOOD FISHING – FOOT-LONG TROUT WILL BE PLANTED IN NEXT
FEW DAYS – by Wally Smith – Fish up to 12 inches in length are being planted by the
state fish hatchery at Fillmore, and the season promises to be big one for those who really
like to work at their fishing.
That’s the outlook today as Manager C.W. Chansler of the hatchery announces the
planting of trout in all Ventura County streams except Howard Creek and upper Santa
Paula Creek.
Opening day, May 3, won’t be as good as it has been in the past, Chansler said. But the
balance of the season should be better than usual because the fish now being planted are
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expected to outlast the first couple of weeks of the season. There is too much water and
the fish are too big to “fish out” the streams in the usual two weeks.
Fish are not planted average from seven to a pound to three to a pound. The latter are 11
to 12 inches long and area really like lake sized trout, but planting could not be
undertaken soon enough to get the smaller trout out. Only the Upper Sespe is thought to
have some native fish right now.
The water should last nearly all season this year, Chansler said. Last year and the year
before small fish were planted in pools of water so widely separated even at the start of
the season that the fish couldn’t get from one place to another and were caught almost as
fast as they were put in. This year fishing will be what it’s supposed to be anyway—
sport.
The fish will have more than even chance of eluding the angler.
Howard Creek and the upper Santa Paul Creek will not be planted because of heavy
slides due to the recent rains, which bar the hatchery’s truck. The hatchery itself plans to
get another chain of pools in operation soon, after several years of limping along with
only one chain of pools in use because of the water shortage.
In addition to its native fish, the Upper Sespe will receive a planting of foot-long trout
within the next few days, Chansler said. Santa Paula Creek will be planted from Steckel
Park north, as far as the trucks can travel.
April 28, 1952 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FIREMEN STAND BY AS OIL LINE REPAIRED – Santa Paula county firemen stood
by in case of fire last night as Union Oil Company crews busied themselves repairing a
broken oil line along Sisar Creek just below Camp Bartlett.
A great deal of oil bubbled up from the buried pipeline and ran down into the waters of
the creek, and this may impair fishing at that spot, it was learned. But crews are cleaning
up the mess today.
May 1, 1952 – Los Angeles Times
FISH ‘N’ GAME – by Jack Curnow. Today we’ll give you a summary of Southland
conditions for the trout season opening Saturday.
…Prospects for Southland anglers are generally good in the mountains, generally poor
for streams in Orange County. Popular Arrowhead and Big Bear Lakes will be jammed
with anglers; both are ice-free and well-stocked.
Getting back to the trout opening Saturday:
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…Ventura County – Fish planting allotments small and water high indicate angler
success will be low. Good fishermen get fish, poor fishermen get only an outing.
Planted streams include Santa Paula Creek, Sespe Creek, Piru Creek and Lockwood
Creek. All will be only fair fishing.
May 2, 1952 – Santa Paula Chronicle
NO TROUT PLANTED IN VENTURA COUNTY YET, HATCHERY SAYS – No trout
have been planted in Ventura County streams so far this spring, C.W. Chansler of the
state fish hatchery at Fillmore said yesterday. Conditions in the streams and rivers are
not favorable right now.
All are too high and muddy for successful planting of fish, he said. But the hatchery is
awaiting word from district biologist at Whittier as to quotas, and as soon as these come
through it is hoped the planting operations may get under way.
Fish Day comes up in a month or so, and Chansler said he hopes the fish may be planted
before long so they’ll be distributed widely enough to do the anglers some good when the
season opens.
May 5, 1952 – Santa Paula Chronicle
LOTS OF LIMITS OPENING DAY – Who said the fishing ain’t no good?
That was the well founded sarcasm directed at one and all Saturday morning as early
birds began trekking back into civilization from their stints up the Sespe and Santa Paula
creeks. Opening day catches were good, and many had their limits before 9 o’clock.
Ray Reese and a companion parked no far from the highway at Sespe creek just this side
of Fillmore and hiked a little way upstream before casting in their hooks. Two hours
later they had 38 trout. Would have had more, they lamented, but the darned fish broke
their leaders.
May 19, 1952 – Santa Paula Chronicle
RECORD TROUT REPORTED – by Wally Smith – Before you fishermen read this
article, better sit down.
Because A.R. Bowman of Los Angeles has come out of Santa Paula Creek with a trout
big enough to mount and hang over the fireplace in the den—believe it or not! It may be
the largest fish caught in these parts.
Bowman, a good friend of G.N. Sackett of Upper Ojai, went fishing four miles above the
Ferndale bridge on Santa Paula Creek Saturday morning. When he came out he had with
him a trout weighing six and one-quarter pounds, and just a half-inch short of 28 inches
long.
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If any of your Chronicle readers have beaten this record, or know of anyone who has in
Santa Paula Creek, let’s have the details.
June 10, 1952 – Los Angeles Times
FISH’N’ GAME – by Jack Curnow. Recent Plants. These waters have been recently
planted with trout by the F&G …Howard and Reyes Creeks and Wheatley’s Lake in
Ventura County.
September 9, 1952 – Santa Paula Chronicle
SESPE CREEK NOW BOASTS NEW FISH AFTER PLANTING – The waters of Sespe
Creek, which one of these days will support a lake not far from Sespe Hot Springs behind
a UWCD dam, were planted with new trout late last week.
That’s the word today from the Automobile Club of Southern California, which told the
United Press that the Sespe was one of several Ventura County streams planted with
additional fish for the eager fishermen of Southern California. The other county streams
recently planted include Howard Creek, Matilija reservoir and the north fork of the
Matilija Creek.
December 8, 1952 – Santa Paula Chronicle
CALLING JOE FAN – by Knothole Ned – …The controversy over the proposed Sespe
and Piru creek dams has waxed hot over just about everything but sports, and this angle
has been slighted. But word from Domingo Hardison, of the UWCD board of directors,
has it that sports definitely figure in the picture.
For instance, if the bond issue carries and the dams are built, there will be fishing on both
of the reservoirs. In addition, there will be boating on the Piru reservoir, and probably
cabins and other concessions. This one will be easily accessible, while the Sespe location
will not.
The Sespe reservoir will be under Los Padres National Forest regulations, which forbid
fishing charges, but a charge will be made at the Piru reservoir. Concessions at Piru will
be in private hands.
The water district will own 200 feet of land above the high water mark at both sites, and
will do the negotiating for concession rights.
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1953
January 25, 1953 – Los Angeles
FISH ‘N’ GAME – by Jack Curnow. …Talked to Johnny Spicer and Les Edgerton, the
very efficient F&G wardens of Ventura County. They both said still no signs of
steelhead in the Ventura River, verifying what we found out for ourselves on a recent trip
to Ventura River. It’s funny how a rumor will start a flock of eager anglers off on a wild
goose chase. If, and when, the steelhead run in the Ventura River, Spicer and Edgerton
will be the first to know about it. And they’ll tell everybody. They don’t have any
reason to keep a run secret.
January 27, 1953 – Santa Paula Chronicle
HUNTERS REMINDED OF CURRENT REGULATIONS – …Steelhead Trout and
Salmon – Ends January 31 or February 28 in specified streams. Bag limits: 2 trout or
salmon or combination in streams south of San Francisco; 3 fish in other streams.
April 29, 1953 – Santa Paula Chronicle
DISTRICT ATTORNEY OKAYS FISHING IN MATILIJA LAKE – The state has the
right to regulate fishing on all public waters, whether on public or private land, the
Ventura County Flood Control Board was told yesterday in a letter from the district
attorney’s office.
Writing the opinion was Don Benton, deputy district attorney, who pointed out that the
waters at Matilija Dam are considered by the state to be public waters because the
Matilija Creek was there before the land was privately owned. The waters of Lake
Sherwood, on the other hand, are considered private waters because no historical creek or
river empties into the lake—only what are considered floodwaters during the rainy
season.
The Flood District owns the land around the Matilija Dam, the board was informed, but
does not have the power to bar anyone from fishing in its waters. Any licensed fisherman
has the right to do so.
April 30, 1953 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING STARTS AT LAKE MATILIJA – Matilija Lake will be ready for fishing
Saturday, it was announced by County Supervisor C.H. (Bob) Andrews of Ojai yesterday.
Saturday is the first day of fishing season.
The road to the lake has been improved, and there will be picnic facilities. No open fires
will be permitted in the area, however. Fires in completely enclosed stoves are
permissible.
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Later in the season boating will be included in the facilities at the lake. The area is to be
patrolled by the U.S. Forest Service and the State Fish and Game Service.
May 11, 1953 – Santa Paula Chronicle
SESPE, PIRU AND LOCKWOOD CREEKS HAVE NEW TROUT – Santa Paula
fishermen, prepared today to tangle with Mr. Trout again this week-end, now that the
crowds have thinned out somewhat under those of the opening weekend—we hope.
State wardens revealed today that the Sespe, Piru and Lockwood creeks have been
planted with trout during the first week of the season. These are the only Ventura County
streams planted since the first of May.
But a number of streams were planted prior to the opening of the season, including Santa
Paula and Sisar creeks. The Matilija Lake area is reported to be the best spot in the
county for fishing, but fishermen are numerous because it is easy to reach. Both Howard
and Reyes creek in the Maricopa highway district were planted just prior to opening day,
and they will not be so crowded.
May 15, 1953 – Santa Paula Chronicle
NINE COUNTY CREEKS RECEIVE PLANTINGS OF NEW RAINBOWS – Nine
Ventura County creeks have been planted with trout during the past week, it was revealed
today by the State Department of Fish and Game. Seven Los Angeles County streams,
and three in Riverside also were planted with additional fish.
Catchable rainbow trout were planted in these Ventura County streams:
Howard Creek, Lockwood Creek, Matilija Creek north fork, Upper Piru Creek, Lower
Piru Creek, Reyes Creek, Upper Sespe Creek, Lower Sespe Creek and Wheatley’s Lake.
May 22, 1953 – Santa Paula Chronicle
SANTA PAULA CREEK, SISAR CREEK PLANTED WITH FINNY FELLOWS –
Santa Paula and Sisar creeks have been planted with trout during the past week, it was
announced by the State Department of Fish and Game.
The planting was carried out by the Fillmore State Fish Hatchery. These two creeks were
the only streams n Ventura County planted during the week ending today.
In Santa Barbara County the following streams were planted—Davy Brown Creek,
Salsipuedes Creek and the Lower Santa Ynez River.
May 29, 1953 – Santa Paula Chronicle
LOWER SESPE CREEK WELCOMES TROUT DURING PAST WEEK – Lower Sespe
Creek was planted with trout during the past week, the Department of Fish and Game
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announced today. It is the only stream in Ventura County planted with fish since more
than a week ago, when Santa Paula and Sisar creeks were planted with trout.
No Santa Barbara County streams were planted this week.
June 5, 1953 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TEN COUNTY CREEKS PLANTED WITH NEW TROUT THIS WEEK – Ten Ventura
County streams and reservoirs were planted with trout during the week just ending, the
Fish and Game Commission reported today. The rainbows are expected to lure Santa
Paula fishermen out by the hundreds.
Sisar and Santa Paula creeks have been planted.
In addition, state game wardens and hatchery employees have planted Lower Piru creek,
Upper and Lower Sespe creeks, Wheatley’s Lake, Howard creek, Reyes creek and
Matilija Lake.
June 26, 1953 – Santa Paula Chronicle
SEVEN BODIES OF WATER STOCKED – Rainbow trout are still being placed in
waters throughout Ventura County, along with five other Southern California counties.
The catchable fish, planted from June 22 to June 27, have been deposited in five creeks, a
reservoir, and a lake in this county, according to an announcement by the California
Department of Fish and Game.
The trout were planted in the North Fork of the Matilija Creek, Matilija Reservoir, Piru
Creek, Reyes Creek, Santa Paula Creek, Sisar Creek, and Wheatley’s Lake.
July 16, 1953 – Santa Paula Chronicle
CAMP VISITORS AMAZED AT ACTIVITIES – Visitors at Santa Paula’s day camp are
continually amazed at the varied activities of the boys and girls and their leaders.
Yesterday found a group of “Cardinals,” fifth and sixth grade girls, with Mrs. Mamie
Berger, Mrs. Bobby Miller and Mrs. Fred Hall, up Sisar Canyon on a fishing trip. They
came back with six trout. Katherine Imhoff was the first girl to catch a fish and on
Tuesday Bobby Johnson was the first boy. Bobby learned to clean his fish under the
supervision of Art Phelan, who accompanied Tuesday’s trip and helped all the campers to
make their willow pole fishing tackle.
DRUGGED TROUT BEING PLANTED IN STATE WATERS, SAYS GORDON –
Sacramento – Sodium amytal, a hypnotic-type barbiturate drug, may be used more widely
on fish than on humans, if a recent discovery of the California Department of Fish and
Game is put into wide-scale use.
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Twenty per cent of the 18,000,000 trout planted in California waters this year will be
under the harmless influence of the drug when they are planted from tank trucks or
airplanes.
With a half grain of the drug to the gallon, only one-third to one-quarter the amount of
water is needed in transporting fish. Fish planting costs may be cut in almost the same
proportion.
While planting crews formerly carried 200 fingerlings to the gallon of water, the new
system allows the transport on an average of 500 or more. Six to ten-inch catchable-sized
fish, once “canned” at eight to the gallon, may now be safely carried at 20 to the gallon or
more.
The barbiturate clams the fish down to a point where they use less oxygen, and therefore
need less water in transit. After many months of observation in captivity, once drugged
fish show no visible effects of their treatment.
Fish drugged and planted present no danger to the fisherman who catches and later eats
them, Department announcement asserts.
California becomes the first state to use drugs in fish planting. Other states, as well as
California, have used anaesthetic type drugs successfully in live tagging operations.
Department Director Seth Gordon claims that the procedure is out of the experimental
stage and will be widely used by the state next year.
Fishery workers have hailed the drug as an innovation as important to fish conservation
as the development of the airplane planting procedure. And, the state’s senior wardenpilot, Al Reese, is credited with the major role in both programs.
A veteran of 15 years of service with the fish and game agency, Reese deplored his
summer task of carrying tons of useless water over the Sierra on the annual aerial fish
planting mission. For the two-and-a-half million trout planted by air in 1952, Reese and
his pilots carried a total load of 25,000 gallons of water.
With the aid of a pharmacist friend, Reese experimented with the use of various types of
drugs on the fish. After a dozen tries during months of experiments, the field was
narrowed down to sodium amytal and seconal sodium.
Doses between one-quarter and 17 grains to the gallon were used in the experiments. The
latter proved fatal to the fish. Fish planting crews have since decided that the half-grainto-gallon mixture is ideal.
When the fish hit the water after their ride by tank truck or airplane, the small amount of
drug in their systems becomes diluted by fresh water and they immediately swim away.
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August 31, 1953 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISH FARM PROJECT TO OPEN OCT. 15 – The “Lost Creek Fish Farm” will be open
for business by October 15 in the Santa Clara river bottom area near the old Storke ranch
property, it was announced today by John Gallio, owner and operator of the project.
Approximately 600 feet of fishing stream will be available, he revealed, and the area will
be stocked with rainbow trout, bass and bluegill. Both fly-casting and bait fishing will be
possible. To be added later to the project will be frogs and a duck club.
No fishing license and no time limit will be required, he said. Patrons will catch their
own fish, after which they will pay a nominal fee. They may cook it in the area and eat it
there if they wish, Gallio pointed out.
Arrangements have been under way for some time now to develop the seven-acre plot, he
said.
Old-timers are familiar with the exact location of the Lost Creek, it was learned. It may
be reached via South Mountain road. A road has been cut to the fishing area from the
road just north of Lyall Webster’s property.
The new enterprise is the first of its kind to be opened here and is expected to draw
fishermen from throughout Ventura County.
September 21, 1953 – Santa Paula Chronicle
MATILIJA WATERS PLANTED TO RAINBOWS DURING PAST WEEK – The
waters behind Matilija dam have been planted with catchable rainbow trout during the
week just ended, the State Department of Fish and Game announced today. It is the only
body of water in Ventura County recently planted.

716

Draft History of Steelhead and Rainbow Trout

November 03, 2008

1954
February 23, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TRAWLERS WORKING CLOSE IN SHORE NEAR VENTURA – by Ben Smith, from
“Forecast” Ventura County Boat Club – The California Fish and Game Commission, on
Feb. 26th will release new laws which will be effective for the coming trout season along
with some new regulations for the salt water fisherman.
One of the new rules will impose closed seasons on lakes that are trout waters. This will
stop fishing for trout under the pretext of fishing for warm water species. This type of
poor sportsmanship has been occurring regularly in the waters impounded by our Matilija
Dam. It is also proposed to limit salt water sportsmen to the use of only one line.
…With the recent rains the steelhead fishermen will get one last fling at the Steelies
before the season closes March 1st. Both the Ventura and the Santa Clara rivers are
running through to the ocean. A few steelhead were rumored seen in the Ventura after
the last rains but no catches were reported. Fair catches have been made around Avila
and Morro Bay.
April 22, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
SCOUTS PLANT FISH IN LOCKWOOD CREEK – Fishing will be better on Lockwood
Creek because of the Conservation Good Turn performed Saturday by 26 Ventura County
Explorer Scouts working under the direction of State Game Warden Guy Noel. The
Explorers from Troops 111 and 120, Saticoy, and Post 2501, Ojai and 2503, Oak View,
met at Sneddens Ranch on Lockwood Creek at 9 a.m. to place a number of small rock
dams, preparatory to planting and to provide improved stream conditions for the fish
plantings to be made by the Fish and Game Department. Warden Noel states that the
Scouts built approximately 125 small check dams to improve a couple of miles of the
stream.
April 23, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Trout Fishing Season Opens May 1. The Streams have lots of
waters. The plant of trout has been good and we have the right tackle for you to use! We
issue Fishing Licenses! Come in – make us your fishing headquarters! See you on the
stream May 1st! Watkins Hardware Co.
April 26, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Fishing is the Ideal Outdoor Sport. Gives you full measure of
enjoyment! Trout Season Opens May 1. Are you ready! Check your gear, then visit
Watkins’ Sports Department and then you’ll be ready! Licenses Issued! Watkins
Hardware Company.
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April 27, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISHING GROUNDS WILL OPEN SOON NEAR SANTA PAULA – Santa Paula will
soon boast the only private fishing facilities in Ventura or Santa Barbara counties.
The grand opening of Rainbow Meadows, four miles north of town on Sisar Creek, will
be held this coming Saturday – the first day of the season. But there is no season at
Rainbow Meadows, and no license will be required. There will be no limit to the number
of fish which may fall prey to the angler’s hook.
Poles and bait will be furnished by the owners. Rainbow Meadows will be located just
north of Camp Comfort, and the pool will be stocked with trout ranging from eight to 16
inches. Plenty of parking facilities are promised.
ADVERTISEMENT – Let’s Go Fishing! Beautiful outdoor setting, easy to get to
location, lots of fish! Grand Opening – Saturday, May 1st: Rainbow Meadows. 4 miles
north of Santa Paula on Highway 150 above Sulphur Mtn. Springs. Where you can catch
rainbow trout measuring 7 to 14 inches. No licenses necessary, no limit. All equipment
and bait furnished! Bring the whole family!
April 28, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
BANNER – Let’s Go Fishing! Trout Season Opens Saturday May 1. A Feature Page of
information and ideas for Santa Paula Fishermen. Wednesday, April 28, 1954. (This was
a special full page devoted to angling articles and advertisements, as follows.)
AREA TROUT LOCATIONS ARE LISTED –Santa Paula area trout fishermen who will
take to the lakes and streams Saturday, May 1, with the opening of the season will do
well to heed the below listed spots as the most likely locations to succeed in catching
trout:
Santa Paula Creek – north of Santa Paula with headwaters reached via trail from Ferndale
Ranch. Accessible from Highway 150.
Sisar Creek – lower Sisar upward from confluence of Sisar and Santa Paula creeks at
Ferndale Ranch on Highway 150, north of Santa Paula. Upper Sisar: upward from trail
half-mile back of Summit School on Highway 150, 7 miles north of Santa Paula.
Wheatley’s Lake – on Wheatley’s Ranch near Reyes Creek.
Matilija Reservoir – northwest of Ojai in Matilija Canyon.
Matilija Creek – northwest of Ojai. Area above and below the Matilija Reservoir.
Matilija Creek – upper north fork accessible via trail from Matilija Creek road above the
reservoir.
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Piru Creek – north of Piru with headwaters below Lockwood Valley, Frenchman’s Flats
and Goldhill guard station.
Lockwood Creek – accessible via Lockwood Valley road. This is a tributary to Piru
Creek.
Sespe Creek – extensive area access from Fillmore and Highway 399.
Bear Creek – this is a tributary to Sespe Creek, located four miles downstream from Lion
Canyon public camp.
ADVERTISEMENT – Fishing is Fun! But—don’t let Car Trouble spoil your trip to
those out-of-way places! Make sure of your tires, lights, battery, gas, oil. See us before
your leave! Bill’s Associated Service 701 Main Street, Santa Paula.
ADVERTISEMENT – Santa Paula’s Complete Men’s Store. Fishing Togs! Fishing
Hats, Jackets, Shirts (Complete Selections in Sportswear), Levis, Denims, Featherweight
Hip Waders, Socks, Underwear. 30-60-90 day charge accounts available. The Toggery.
ADVERTISEMENT – Don’t Gamble with your Fishing Catch! Get your easy-to-carry
Handy Cooler. Now! Only $16.95, and be sure you have a supply of crushed ice so the
first catch of the season will not spoil before you get home! Union Ice. Open all days
Sundays. 215 N Mill.
ADVERTISEMENT – Fisherman’s Luck begins with good tackle. Don’t miss the big
opening day! Saturday, May 1st. This year—as always—The Sportsman Shop is your
headquarters for fishing needs. We can start you on your way to good fishing with a
complete outfit for as little as $7.50. Here’s what you get – 8-ft. collapsible telescopic
pole, Pfleuger single action reel, line, hooks, leader and shot. Everything you need to
land the big ones! Complete line of camping gear, knives, snake bite kits. Get your
licenses here. The Sportsman Shop. S&H Green Stamps. 120 So. Eighth St.
FISH, GAME COMMISSION TELL COUNTY-BY-COUNTY TROUT SPOTS –
Sacramento – One of the best opening week-ends in recent years is in store for most
California trout anglers when the inaugurate the six-month-long early trout angling
season Saturday morning.
Wardens of the Department of Fish and Game make the prediction, but qualify it with
reminders that late April weather can, and often does, upset even the best-informed
guesses. Storms or continued warm weather will contribute to high, unclear waters in
most of the state.
Generally, the wardens’ advance predictions paint a rosy picture. Southern California
trout waters have been flowing at their post-war best, allowing heavy plants of catchablesized trout.
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Central and northern state streams are in better than normal conditions.
The department’s trout hatcheries are adding to the glowing opening week-end prospects
by producing an all-time high record of six to 10-inch fish. If full production is allowed,
some seven million pounds will go into California trout waters this year.
A new restriction on the use of fish for bait will be in effect in waters of 20 mountain
counties. The use of any fish, or parts of any fish, for bait is outlawed.
The trout angling season opens May 29 in Alpine, El Dorado, Placer, Nevada, Sierra,
Plumas, and Del Norte counties, and in waters tributary to the ocean on the coast of
Humboldt County. Tahoe, Donner, Boca, Butt, Bucks, Earl, Talawa, and Pillsbury lakes
in the late season counties will open May 1.
The wardens advance outlook for the May 1 opening locally, county by county:
…Ventura – very good to excellent. Plenty of water. Roads in good condition except
where crossing streams. Most streams planted. Best bets: Sespe, Piru, Matilija, and
Santa Paula Creeks.
PROMISE BOATS ON LAKE MATILIJA – Steps were taken by the Board of
Supervisors yesterday to put boats on Lake Matilija.
At the suggestion of Bob Andrews, the board referred the matter of allowing boating and
fishing on the lake to Public Works Director Neil B. Faunce. He will come up with a
plan calling for one of three things:
1. A contract with Ed Irwin, who runs the fishing pier at Ventura, to put canoes and
rowboats on the lake.
2. Call for bids from private individuals and firms.
3. Operation of boating concession by the county itself. Andrews revealed the city of
San Diego does this at a handsome profit.
Behind the Cachuma Dam in Santa Barbara County the boat concession is leased to a
private firm, Andrews said. Whatever is done, one thing seems certain—no power boats
will be allowed.
Water has been flowing over the dam since Feb. 18, and during each of the recent storms
there has been considerable water coming into the lake from the adjacent watershed.
Water conditions in the Ventura River valley are reported better now than at this time a
year ago, but in the Ojai Valley the elevation of ground water averages 23 feet lower than
it was a year ago—with tables reported 18 to 28 feet lower by Richard H. Jamison,
county hydraulic engineer.
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The inflow of water into the lake on March 31 this year was 46 second feet. Last year it
was 10 second feet.
REGULATIONS ISSUED BY STATE TO GOVERN 1954 FISH SEASON – The state
of California has established the following regulations for the summer trout season,
exclusive of the Colorado River area—
Seasons: May 29 to October 31 in the following counties: Alpine, El Dorado (except
Lake Tahoe), Placer (except Lake Tahoe), Nevada (except Donner Lake and Boca
Reservoir), Sierra, Plumas (except Bucks and Butt Lake), Del Norte (except Earl and
Talawa lakes); and in waters tributary to the Pacific Ocean on the coast of Humboldt
County.
May 1 to October 31 in remainder of the state, including Lake Tahoe, Donner Lake, Boca
Reservoir, Butt Lake, Bucks Lake, and Lake Pillsbury; Stone, Big, Freshwater and Clam
Beach lagoons in Humboldt County, Earl and Talawa lakes in Del Norte County; north
fork Yuba River and Canyon Creek where they form the common boundary with Yuba
County.
Bag and possession limits: 15 trout; salmon, or mountain whitefish, or any combination
thereof. No more than 10 pounds and one fish in the aggregate in the round may be
possessed, provided that, irrespective of weight, at least three trout, salmon or whitefish,
or nay combination thereof, may be taken between May 1 and October 31, in Lake
Merced, San Francisco County, and in Lake Tahoe, Placer and El Dorado counties, bag
and possession limit is five trout. In Shasta Lake, Shasta County, bag and possession
limit is five Kokanee salmon.
Angling hours: From one hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset, except Bucks
Lake, Plumas County, where trout may be taken at any hour during the open season.
License Provisions: An angling license is required by any person 16 years of age, or
over, for the taking of any kind of fish, mollusk, or crustacean, in the waters of the state,
except as follows:
Members of the armed forces of the United States on active duty, bearing suitable
identification; persons fishing from a public pier in waters of the Pacific Ocean (all of
the open sea adjacent to the coast and islands of California and the waters of those
enclosed bays and open roadsteads which are contiguous to or lie next to the ocean).
Angling license year: January 1 to December 31.
Fish caught under authority of an angling license may not be sold.
“Resident” means a citizen of the United States who has resided continuously in the state
of California for six months or more prior to the date of application for license.
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ADVERTISEMENT – Everything for the Fisherman. Head for the Streams Saturday
with a Complete Outfit from Chapek’s! Don’t risk getting caught short of any of your
fishing gear. A complete spinning outfit, the famous Airex Spinster Kit for only $29.45
complete. Includes: Airex Spinning Reel and Kit, Fiberglass Rod, Line, Lures. Creels,
baits, poles, lures, hooks, knives, camping needs. Get your fishing license here! See our
window display of fishing gear! Chapek’s Hardware, Housewares, Paints. 819 Main St.
ADVERTISEMENT – Fishing Season Opens Saturday, May 1. If you’re goin’ fishing
See Prindle’s. Complete Supplies for the Fisherman. Super Duper Spinners, hold the
record for catching largest and most trout in California! Bethel Spinners, Fibre Glass
Fishing Poles. Prindle’s Fishing Pole Shop. Open Evenings and Sunday. 8th and
Harvard.
ADVERTISEMENT – Let’s Go Fishin’ on May 1st. Trout Season will open with a Big
Bang! Come on in, we can tell you the likely spot and there are a lot of ‘em this year!
Good Fishing Gear makes a good trip! Buy your license and outdoor equipment at
Watkins Hardware Company.
April 30, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ALONG THE MUPU TRAIL – They can have their birds and their bees, we’ll take the
trout. Fishing season starts tomorrow!
The great day is finally at hand—the day when all things in life seem less important than
being on lake and stream, with an appetite for trout, a fishing rod in hand, and a heart
filled with faith in yourself as a fisherman. Our friend Blackie, who’s going to cast his
lot with the Matilija Reservoir set, has commented to this extent about the crowd he
expects to find there. “When that gun goes off tomorrow morning, with all the sinkers
that’s going to be tossed in at once on that lake, be tossed in at once on that lake, they’ll
set up a doggone tidal wave!”
We’ll see you at one or another of the fishing spots throughout the county.
COUNTY LISTED ANGLING PROSPECTS AS SEASON OPENS – Ventura County is
one of the nine top California counties when it comes to finding the finny fellows in the
streams and lakes opening week-end, according to the United Press today. Other
counties listed as “tops” on opening days are Kern, Los Angeles, Mariposa, Mono,
Orange, San Bernardino, San Diego and Sonoma.
Some counties were listed as “poor” fishing prospects this week-end: Alameda, Colusa,
Fresno, Lassen, Marin, Modoc, San Benito, Santa Clara, Siskiyou and Trinity.
Santa Paula and Sisar creeks are expected to be literally crawling with eager fishermen
come sunrise tomorrow morning—many of who will be seen camping overnight beside

722

Draft History of Steelhead and Rainbow Trout

November 03, 2008

the streams or in their cars. The Sespe near Fillmore, too, will be a favored spot over the
week-end.
Fishermen in 20 mountain counties will be operating under a new regulation prohibiting
the use of many fish or parts of fish but salmon or trout eggs for bait.
The May 1 opening is effective in all counties but Alpine, El Dorado, Placer, Nevada,
Sierra, Plumas and Del Norte counties, and in waters tributary to the ocean o0n the coast
of Humboldt County. The season opening in these counties comes May 29.
Eight lakes in the late season counties open on May 1, however. They are Tahoe,
Donner, Boca, Butt, Bucks, Earl, Talawa and Pillsbury lakes.
The new restriction on bait in the 20 mountain counties fits in the Department of Fish and
Game program for rehabilitating lakes that become overpopulated with non-game, rough
fish. The entire fish population of such a lake is killed with a chemical which does not
harm plant life or other non-fish organisms in the water.
When the chemical has cleared, the department restocks the lakes with catchable-sized
fish or fingerlings. The ratio of catchable to fingerling depends on the popularity and
accessibility of the lake.
If a catch of 50 per cent or more of a lake’s population is anticipated, the department will
plant mostly catchable fish.
Under previous regulations, the only restriction to bait was that it had to be native of the
waters in which it was used. This was designed to prevent the introduction of rough fish
into a lake.
But the regulation was nearly impossible to enforce, as the game warden had little chance
to prove whether minnows a given fisherman were using for bait had come from the lake
on which he was fishing. The new regulation, prohibiting the use of all fish or parts of
fish but salmon or trout eggs, will remove this obstacle and should prevent rough fish
from taking over lakes as they have done in the past.
In southern California, the situation is different because more fishermen use live bait.
The regulation in the southern counties—as well as all the counties other than the 20 in
the mountains—has only two restrictions on use of live bait. It cannot be goldfish or
carp.
Actually, the problem of rough fish in southern lakes does not appear to be much less
acute than in the mountainous areas, as the department has found it practical to eradicate
fish populations in several lakes there too. But the restriction of bait to salmon or trout
eggs in southern California would cause a hardship on fishermen.

723

Draft History of Steelhead and Rainbow Trout

November 03, 2008

May 12, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
CHARGE FISHERMEN, SUPERVISORS ASKED – The Board of Supervisors
yesterday was asked to tie a $1 per car fee to fishing privileges at Lake Matilija, as Santa
Barbara County does at Cachuma Dam. Making the request was Ray Bennick, a
fisherman of land standing in the Ojai area.
State wardens, he said, have checked cars parked at the lake and have found the
fishermen come from Los Angeles County to the tune of nine to one. He advocated
charging one dollar per car for fishermen, but not picnickers, on Saturdays and Sundays
and allowing fishing free of charge on week-days.
Supervisor Bob Andrews agreed, saying fishermen might appreciate the privilege a little
more if they had to pay. As it is now, he said, they throw too much trash in the lake.
June 2, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
HOO’S NOO? – by Grace Wilvert, Greeting Service Hostess – This is the beautiful
month of June. It bespeaks of brides, school graduations, out-of-door living, lazy days at
the beach, camping and all kinds of things to do with leisure time. Our family enjoyed an
especially interesting outing recently. I’ll tell you the high spots and recommend this
outing experience to any family.
We provided ourselves with coffee makings, charcoal, diced, boiled, seasoned potatoes
wrapped in aluminum foil, French bread and butter, and hied ourselves up Ojai road to
Rainbow Meadows to catch a mess of trout. Such fun we had! The trout pool is located
in a beautiful meadow adjoining Santa Paula Creek about four miles from town. It was
an exciting time we had catching our fish for breakfast. We found that charcoal braziers
were available at the fishing site so, on the spot, we had barbecued trout, potatoes
browned in the foil and toasted French bread, and of course, the wonderfully aromatic
coffee brewed in the woods. Altogether good fun!
June 30, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – Opening Thursday July 1st El Rancho Cola Guest Ranch. Box
Office opens at 5 a.m. Admission: $1.25 and 75c. El Rancho Cola’s Deepcat Lake
opens to the public for the first time! Trout fishing at its best. Native trout plus
thousands of fishable size trout recently planted by the state fish and game department.
For the entertainment bargain of the year see about the El Rancho Cola Anglers Pass.
The Anglers Pass and car sticker admits you, your family and friends without the usual
admission charge. The Anglers Pass will give you a place to go 365 days a year. Enjoy
Fishing, Picnicing, Parking, Roping Arena contests, Putting Green, Driving Range, and
Barn Dancing with the Anglers Pass. It will include them all. You may obtain one of the
limited number of Anglers Passes at the following places of business: Matt’s Key and
Gun Shop, Rocky Tallman’s Side Car, El Rancho Cola, The Sportsman, Oxnard Sporting
Goods.
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June 30, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
LAKE MATILIJA LEASED BY COUNTY FROM FLOOD BOARD – Lake Matilija
was leased for one dollar a year by the Board of Supervisors yesterday, from the Flood
Control District, and the public works director was directed to draw up a schedule of fees
and regulations for the use of the lake by boat owners and fishermen.
Neil B. Faunce, public works director, said this will take two weeks. Then he will make
his final recommendations to the board concerning public use of the lake. He previously
recommended that no concessions of any nature be allowed at the lake.
It is a terminal water supply, he said, and the county should keep the right to close it to
public use on 24 hours’ notice at any time the water supply is considered too low.
Concession contracts might delay such procedure, he argued.
The lease was okayed yesterday at the instigation of Supervisor Bob Andrews of Ojai,
who reported in writing (he was absent) on a recent survey he made of boating and
fishing arrangements at Lake Henshaw in San Diego County. As a result of this survey
he recommended that the county lease the lake area and allow boating.
Faunce told the board, Ventura County boat owners could be charged five dollars a year
for the privilege of using their boats on the lake. Out-of-county boaters should be
charged one dollar each time they use the lake, he said.
Andrews estimated the cost of the project—with a boat landing, sanitary facilities and
one or two full-time caretakers—at $10,000 a year. Of this, Faunce said, more than half
could be returned to the county through fees charged for parking and boating.
The board also took under consideration a petition bearing 57 names circulated by
Gordon C. Pugsley of Oxnard, protesting the use of the lake for motor boats or regattas.
“It would be detrimental to trout fishing and would limit its use to the privileged few with
boats,” the petition stated.
Faunce disagreed with the signers of the petition and said in his opinion Lake Matilija
should not be restricted to any one group, either boaters or fishermen, but should be kept
open to all as a public service. Boaters are going to have to get along with fishermen at
the lake and vice versa, he said, or the lake would have to be closed to public use.
Members of the board voiced agreement with this stand.
August 24, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
HUNTING, FISHING POPULAR SPORTS, ROTARIANS TOLD – Hunting and fishing
are the greatest “participation” sports in the United States, members of the Santa Paula
Rotary Club were advised yesterday by D.A. Clanton, assistant superintendent of fish
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hatcheries for the State Department of Fish and Game. Clanton was the speaker at the
club’s weekly luncheon session at Masonic Temple. William Fiske, foreman of the state
hatchery at Fillmore, was a guest of the club.
Clanton, who was introduced by Program Chairman Tom Harrison, told his listeners that
there were 32 million hunting and fishing licenses issued in the United States last year.
In California, there were 1,100,000 licenses issued in 1953 and 10 percent increase is
anticipated this year, he said. In 1937, only 327,000 licenses were issued.
All of the operating expense of the department of fish and game comes from license
revenue, Clanton declared. The only aid to the department is an appropriation from the
general fund for capital outlay.
Clanton, who was at one time superintendent of the Fillmore hatchery, told his visitors
that he had laid his rifle and shotgun away in 1926 for the simple reason, as he put, that
he “didn’t want to get shot.”
The day of planting the fingerling trout is on the way out, he said, except in the high
Sierras. Survival of fingerling trout has diminished greatly. The hatcheries now develop
catchable trout to 6 or 7 inches for planting lakes and streams.
Inyo County and Mono County were first and second in trout planting last year, and San
Bernardino third. Ventura County was 27th with 109,000 fingerlings and 12th in
catchable trout with 33,000. Only 1 per cent of the state’s catchable waters lie south of
Tehachapis, he noted.
September 2, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
IKE VETOES “UN-AMERICAN TROUT” BILL – Fraser, Colo. (UP) – President
Eisenhower today vetoed the so-called “Un-American Trout Bill” (S2033) on grounds it
was oppressive against foreign trade and unnecessary to prevent fraud and deception.
In a memorandum of disapproval, the President announced his reasons for killing the bill,
which would have required restaurants selling foreign trout to display prominent signs
proclaiming the national origin of the fish.
The bill also would have required certain changes in the packaging of imported trout.
Mr. Eisenhower acknowledges claims by the bill’s supporters that certain merchants and
restaurants in recent years had served imported trout under the guise of Rocky Mountain
or Rainbow trout, thus depriving domestic trout producers of some of their market.
But, the President felt that the tariff act and the federal food, drug and cosmetic act now
provide sufficient safeguards against fraud and deception.
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“Furthermore,” Mr. Eisenhower said, “the provisions (of the bill) are discriminatory and
oppressive against foreign trade, and to a very substantial extent that would invade a field
of regulation and enforcement which I believe should be left to the state and localities.”
October 20, 1954 – Santa Paula Chronicle
RECORD RAINBOW CAUGHT AT MATILIJA – A rainbow trout measuring almost 21
inches in length was landed from the waters of Lake Matilija this week by a Silver Strand
Beach angler, and a woman at that – Mrs. Gordon Pugsley.
The catch was made from a rowboat on Monday, according to the boat concessionaire,
Thomas Boyle. Also taken over the week-end were an 18-inch rainbow, two of 17 inches
and one 15 inches long. Boyle said today he is going to award a prize to the fisherman
bringing in the largest fish from one of his boats before the season closes the 31st of this
month.
December 7, 1954 – Oxnard Courier
HUNTING AND FISHING – by Hal Totten. …Surf fishing is fair along local beaches.
But the best season is from February to June when the big spawners arrive.
All is quiet on the steelhead front. Additional rains may bring fish up our streams.
Several fish have been reported caught at Morro.
December 30, 1954 – Oxnard Courier
HUNTING AND FISHING – …No figures are available on most species of fresh water
fishing, but 1953 was a record year, according to post card surveys made by the
Department of Fish and Game. And with an increased plant of catchables in 1954, it
appears that the catch will at least equal last years 22,350,000 trout and 22,000,000 other
species caught.
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1955
January 20, 1955 – Oxnard Courier
HUNTING AND FISHING – …Several steelhead trout have been reported caught at the
mouth of Port Hueneme harbor.
One of the fish was hooked by Marshall Moore while trolling just outside the harbor in
his outboard motor boat.
The steelhead season ends Feb. 28.
January 22, 1955 – Oxnard Courier
YOUNG OFFERS FISHING PRIZE – A fishing contest for local anglers opened today
with Al Young offering a new reel to the fisherman who catches the heaviest steelhead
trout before the season ends on Feb. 28.
Young said that anyone who lands a steelhead should bring it to Young Brothers Sporting
Goods store at 821 South Oxnard boulevard for official weighing. The contest winner
will receive a Penn Monofil No. 25 reel.
February 1, 1955 – Oxnard Courier
ADVERTISEMENT – Free! Free! Penn No. 25 Monofil Reel for Largest Steelhead
Caught at Pt. Hueneme or Vicinity. You must register first. Young Bros. Sporting
Goods. 821 So. Oxnard Blvd. Your Fishing Headquarters. Mercury Outboard Motors,
Glasspar Boats.
February 1, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
RAINBOW MEADOWS REOPENED BY ALASKA COUPLE – by Wally Smith –
Prizes await the fisherman who is lucky enough to snag onto one of the 16-inch trout who
are the granddaddies at Rainbow Meadows Trout Farm north of Santa Paula, which
opened again for business yesterday. A few of the 16-inchers are in the ponds, according
to Karl G Wollarth—recently of Alaska—who has bought the fishing spot from John
Gallio.
But most of them are eight to 10 inches long.
Eventually a pond will be reserved for fly casters. But Wollarth won’t bring this about
until most of the easy-to-catch trout have been eliminated from this pond. When the time
is ripe he’ll reserve it expressly for those who want to brush up on their fly casting
methods, and they’ll be charged by the hour instead of by the fish.
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No trees will lie in wait behind the caster to snag his airborne hook, as happens
sometimes, because behind the angler is a smaller pond.
Wollarth’s wife, Honey, will help him operate the ponds. During yesterday’s grand
opening free coffee was held out as bait for the fishermen, and other special inducements
were offered. But Wollarth expects business to pick up to the point where “bank night”
tactics are not necessary and Rainbow Meadows is a going concern.
Wollarth was a commercial salmon troller in Alaska.
He has installed barbecue pits and picnic tables and picnic parties will be welcome any
time. Soft drinks are being sold, but no alcoholic beverages—which should be an
inducement to Santa Paulans to spend their Sunday afternoons at his Highway 150 resort.
Bluegill and catfish will be stocked in one of the ponds for the enjoyment of youngsters
just learning to fish, Wollarth says. He charges a small fee for each car entering the park
and this entitles the driver to his first fish free of additional cost.
Night fishing is another inducement offered by Wollarth. The ponds are closed on
Saturdays until sundown as a lure for night fishermen. And he plans to wholesale and
retail a commodity useful to those who like to ambush the finny fellows as they swim
by—angleworms.
For the fisherman who wants to keep his casting arm in good repair while awaiting the
opening day of the trout season, Wollarth’s trout farm seems the answer to a prayer.
Our guess is he’ll like it better than Alaska.
February 17, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FILLMORE HATCHERY NOT AFFECTED BY RARE FISH MALADY – The state
fish hatchery at Fillmore has not been hit by the strange malady attacking rainbow
fingerlings and steelhead in other hatcheries throughout the state.
Dr. Ross Nigrelle, an outstanding New York pathologist who specializes in fish diseases,
has been called to the aid of the Department of Fish and Game in an effort to solve the
riddle posed by the mysterious malady. It has attacked fish at Darrah Springs, Mt. Shasta
and Crystal Lake hatcheries, the East Side reservoir in Napa County, in Lake Merced,
and in Darrah and Battle Creeks in Shasta County.
Only at Darrah Springs has it reached epidemic proportions. So far the disease has wiped
out 300,000 steelhead and one-third of the 360,000 British Columbia rainbow trout at the
Darrah hatchery.
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February 22, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
SPOTLIGHT ON SPORTS – Steelhead Run – California anglers from 39 counties caught
about one-fourth of the steelhead trout making this season’s Sacramento River run, but
are not over-harvesting the fish, according to the Department of Fish and Game.
The preliminary figures were determined from studies made to the river from Fremont
Weir near Sacramento to Redding, the best steelhead waters of the entire system.
The studies also revealed that hatchery-reared steelhead yearlings planted during the past
two years accounted for eight per cent of the adults in the run.
March 8, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
TROUT SEASON HERE WILL BE APRIL 30 – Although local sports groups badgered
the Fish & Game Commission to advance the opening of the fishing season here to either
the third or 16th of April, the commission has announced an April 30 opening for Ventura
County. Sportsmen here were of the opinion an earlier opening would draw hundreds
more fishermen to Sespe and Santa Paula creeks because of higher water levels, and the
fire hazard would be lessened.
Trout seasons:
April 2 to October 31 – Topaz Lake, Mono County.
April 16 to October 31 – San Diego County.
May 14 to October 31 – Counties of Alpine, Butte, El Dorado, Placer, Nevada, Sierra,
Yuba and Plumas, including Bucks Lake and Butt Lake in Plumas, and Donner Lake in
Plumas, and Donner Lake and Boca Reservoir in Nevada County.
May 28 to October 31 – Del Norte County, Eel River drainage except Pillsbury Lake in
Lake County and tributaries above the dam, and all of Humboldt County except the
lagoons.
April 30 to October 31 – Balance of state, including Pillsbury Lake and lagoons in
Humboldt County.
March 22, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
SPOLTLIGHT ON SPORTS – Planting Trout Now. First plantings of what the
Department of Fish and Game estimates will be a total of nearly 7,000,000 catchable
sized trout between now and the end of October are under way in California waters.
San Diego county waters received the first plants in preparation for the new April 16th
trout opening, set last month by the Fish and Game Commission. Other Southern
California waters and most of the rest of the state open April 30.
April 25, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
BANNER – Let’s Go Fishing! Trout Season Opens Saturday April 30! A Feature Page
of Information and Ideas for Santa Paula Fishermen.
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STORM WILL EFFECT CENTRAL SIERRAS FOR TROUT OPENER – The outlook
for April 30 trout opening remains fair to good with low and clear streams forecast for
most areas despite a storm two weeks before opening day, the Department of Fish and
Game reported today.
Following is the nearby county-by-county reports from Fish and Game wardens for areas
opening April 30:
Santa Barbara – Cachuma Lake best bet, Gibraltar Reservoir next best, Santa Ynez
Lagoon stocked, fair. Middle Santa Ynez River best of roadside streams. Santa Cruz
Creek fair for hikers or packers. Davey Brown and Manzana Creeks too low. All waters
extremely low and water temperatures high.
Ventura – Matilija, Deepcat, and Wheatley’s Lakes better than usual. Sespe, Santa Paula
and Piru Creeks best streams. North Fork Matilija in Wheeler’s Gorge and Reyes Creek
best of small streams. Others poor. No fish in Piru and Saticoy spreading grounds.
(Other counties are not listed.)
‘VENTURA COUNTY TROUT PROSPECTS GOOD’ – SPICER – Next Saturday,
April 30, marks the opening day of trout fishing in Ventura County and through various
regions of the state.
And, according to the State and Fish and Game Warden John Spicer, Ventura County
trout fisherman should have better than average luck in the opening days of the season.
Lake Matilija just above Ojai should be the better spot with some of the other smaller
lakes and streams taking a back seat to prospective results.
Matilija has been planted twice and plans call for another stock before April 30 if the
weather permits. The department is also trying to plant every available creek where the
water is deep and cool enough for tout to survive, thereby spreading out the fishing areas.
An earlier season opening, such as San Diego County is having, would be a help in
Ventura County this year, Spicer said, since it would give fishermen more of a chance to
try their luck before the streams ran dry.
Spicer said he expects to check about 2,500 anglers in Matilija canyon alone on opening
day, as he has in the past. And as usual, there’ll be those who try to sneak a line in a little
before the deadline, and those who try to get home with more than the limit and those
who are still trying to get by on last year’s fishing license.
For those fishermen who are conscientiously trying to stay within the law, Spicer pointed
out there is one important new regulation this trout season. That is the ban on chumming,
or spreading bait on the surface of the water to attract fish.
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Chumming has been outlawed mainly because some fishermen were using harmful
substances with which to attract the fish to the surface.
Despite the fact it’s a dry year, and several county streams have dried up completely,
Spicer lists seven main areas in the county where fishing should be good—on opening
day, at least. Matilija Lake and Matilija canyon area offer the best opportunities, he said.
But also available to county anglers are Santa Ana and Coyote creeks, Wheeler Gorge,
Howard, Lyon canyon and Piedra Blanca creeks and of course, the Sespe and its
tributaries.
The idea of a special kids fishing hole, started last year, will be part of the program this
season too.
The area from 150 feet below Matilija dam to the Ojala crossing has been set aside for
kids 16-years-old and younger and will be well stocked on opening day, Spicer said. The
kids need no fishing license.
Spicer does not think that the April 24 motor boat racing on Matilija will effect the
fishing.
WINTER SEASON GOOD – Generally speaking the 1954-55 winter salmon and
steelhead season was good with steelhead caught up to 20 pounds. Salmon were smaller
than average, the department of fish and game noted, but the run was about equal in
numbers to the good runs of 1953-54.
ADVERTISEMENT – Fishing is Fun! But….don’t let car trouble spoil your trip to those
out-of-way places! Make sure of your….tires, lights, battery, gas, oil. See us before you
leave. Bill’s Associated Svc. 701 Main Street.
ADVERTISEMENT – Prindle’s has complete supplies for the Fishermen! See us now!
Fishing Season opens next Saturday, April 30. We have….Super Duper Spinners….these
spinners hold the record for catching the most trout in California; Bethel spinners, fibre
glass fishing poles, fresh worms. Prindle’s Pole Shop. Open Evenings and Sundays.
ADVERTISEMENT – It’s Chapek’s for….everything for the fishermen. A complete
selection Fishing Gear. Tackle for Trout or Ocean Fishing. Rods, lines, reels, lures,
spinners, creels, baits. Don’t risk getting caught short of any of your fishing gear…See
Us First! Full lines of camping gear also…Knives, Lanterns. Get your Fishing License
Here. Chapek’s Hardware, Houseware, Paints.
ADVERTISEMENT – Fishing Season Opens April Saturday, April 30. Get your gear in
shape now! Poles – spinning and casting; reels – spinning & ocean type; creels – canvas
styles. We have an excellent stock of small lures, leaders, hooks and accessories. Lures
and hooks. Hooks both loose and snelled, spinning lures and bass plugs as well as
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trolling gear. Let’s go fishing. All you need in camping equipment. Get your fishing
license at ….Watkin’s Hardware Store.
ADVERTISEMENT – A good sing…Gone Fishing. Well equipped with gear from the
Sportsman’s shop fisherman’s headquarters. Fisherman’s luck begins with good tackle.
Shop here for the best! Season opens April 30th. We can start you on your way to good
fishing with a Complete Outfit for as little as $11.95…includes: glass spinner rod,
spinning reel and line. Get your Fishing License here. The Sportsman Shop.
April 26, 1955 – Los Angeles Times
FISH ‘N’ GAME – by Jack Curnow. …It’s open season on trout this Saturday.
Following is a list of waters planted by the DFB in Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties.
Ventura County. Deep Cat Lake, Howard Creek, Lockwood Creek, Matilija Creek,
North Fork, Matilija Reservoir, Piru Creek (Frenchman Flat areas and Gold Hill area),
Reyes Creek, Santa Paula Creek, Sespe Creek Lower, Sespe Creek Upper, Ventura
Creek, North Fork, Wheatley’s Lake.
April 28, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
STREAMS NEVER LOWER, SAYS STATE FISHING EXPERT – Los Angeles (UP) –
Trout season opens in southern California Saturday and a state department of fish and
game official said today a record number of anglers will find more fish in less water than
ever before.
Ward D. Gillilan, supervisor of conservation education for southern California, said three
and a half million catchable rainbows and two and a half million fingerlings will be
dumped into southern California waters during the season which closes Oct. 31.
More than 650,000 catchable trout products of six hatcheries already are in lakes and
streams.
But the “streams in Southern California probably never were lower,” Gillilan said. “Even
in the Inyo-Mono area the snow pack is only about 55 per cent of normal.”
April 29, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ADVERTISEMENT – I will donate a fine prize to Santa Paula Fisherman catching the
heaviest trout at Matilija Reservoir this season!! Each entry must be weighed at Ferree’s
Meat Market, Santa Paula Supermarket. More particulars later.
FISHING SEASON OPENS TOMORROW – Although southern California streams are
said by game officials to be the lowest they have been years, Santa Paula fishermen are
sorting out their flies, oiling up their reels and dusting out the creels in anticipation of the
opening of the fishing season tomorrow morning.
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A record number of anglers is expected to hie to the hills in search of fishable waters—
and they’ll be hard to find.
Hatcheries have planted as many fish as practicable in the low streams and behind the
dams, and these are not expected to last long. More than 650,000 catchable trout from
six hatchers have been planted.
May 3, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
OPENING DAY STORM OF BENEFIT TO ANGLERS, FISH & GAME SAYS –
Department of Fish and Game officials sympathize with those anglers who were washed
out on opening day trout fishing or those who favorite streams were high and roily, but
recent storms were worth plenty for the state’s fish life.
Although it is too early to evaluate the increase in stream runoff which will result, there
will be plenty of benefits for trout.
Division of Water Resources estimates that there will be a 10 percent increase in runoff,
which on some streams means the difference between thousands of trout and young
steelhead dying in dried up pools, or living to be creeled by the angler another day.
In some areas it will mean a postponement of fish rescue operations by the Department
and a better chance of survival for thousands of fish.
In other areas the storm will mean that streams which already had dropped to midsummer levels will be alive for another two or three months.
Reservoirs which had reached ten-year low levels are slowly climbing. More water
means better fishing and more fishing opportunities.
Also highly important, in some areas of the state, the storm will mean a postponement of
fire closures which every year cut off many miles of streams and scores of lakes from the
angling list.
So if opening day turned out to be a disappointment to some anglers are advised to keep
in mind that the storm was the best thing that could have happened to California fish, and
in turn, to California fishermen.
May 23, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
EACH FISHERMEN PAYS 16 CENTS TO RAISE TROUT – It costs the California
license holder 16 cents to hatch, raise and plant a catchable-sized trout. The cost of
raising and planting a fingerling trout is one cent. A decrease in these costs can be
expected in the future.
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These and many other facts highlighted the first complete cost accounting survey of all
California hatcheries for the 1953-54 fiscal year, made public today by Seth Gordon,
director of the Department of Fish and Game.
During the fiscal year the Department hatcheries planted 5,261,740 catchable trout
weighing 796,384 pounds, and 12,512,282 fingerlings weighing 46,747 pounds.
Average cost per pound for raising and stocking all fish was $1.07 and total operating
cost for hatcheries and stocking was $997,368.47.
The decrease in costs is expected to come in two ways, the report shows. One is that
seven highly inefficient and costly small hatcheries which were in operation during that
fiscal year have been abandoned. Secondly, recent experiments show that improved fish
foods and feeding methods should result in lower costs.
June 13, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
CALIFORNIA WATERS NOW GETTING NEW TROUT – Sacramento (UP) – Some
9,000,000 rainbow trout, the largest number of fish of catchable size ever to be planted in
California lakes and streams, are being distributed now by the State Department of Fish
and Game.
During the next six months some 1,500,000 pounds of trout will find their way into
California waters and eventually into the creels of anglers all over the state.
The fish and game men will also plant about 13,000,000 fingerlings in the mountain lakes
in remote areas by air, and in a few instances, where the country is too dangerous for
aerial seeding, the department will pack fish in by mule.
June 29, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
ANESTHESIA ON TROUT INCREASES EGG FERTILITY – Use of anesthetic-type
drugs on trout brood stock during the egg taking phase of hatchery work has resulted in
higher fertility of the eggs and less injury to the spawners, the Department of Fish and
Game reports.
Used this year for the first time as a routine, experimental work on the process began
three years ago.
When ready for the egg taking process, the female spawners from hatchery brood stock
are placed in tanks to which either ethyl carbomate or cholorobutanol have been added in
solution.
Within one to three minutes the fish become unconscious, and the egg taking is
completed without the usual struggle on the part of the trout, and possible injury.
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Some 7,000 adult females from hatchery brood stock at Mt. Shasta, Hot Creek and Mt.
Whitney Hatcheries are anesthetized annually at egg taking time. Stock from which eggs
are taken in the field do not get the treatment, although this number is comparatively
small.
ADVERTISEMENT – For that special occasion! The whole family will enjoy fishing at
Rainbow Meadows Trout Farm. 5 miles north of Santa Paula on highway 150—2 miles
above Sulphur Springs. Fun – Fishing – Picnicing (Closed Saturdays).
July 19, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
SUITE SEEKING TO MOVE FILLMORE HATCHERY OPENS – A suit seeking to
have the state abandon or move the fish hatchery at Fillmore got under way yesterday
before Judge Charles Blackstock in Superior Court at Ventura.
The suit was filed by a group of Piru ranchers on Sept. 11, 1950, naming the State Fish
and Game Commission and others as defendants, alleging that the hatchery takes water
from the Piru underground storage basin and later dumps it into the Fillmore basin.
There are more than 100 defendants and plaintiffs and about a dozen attorneys involved
in the suit. The trial is expected to last several months, and is being watched by water
agencies and other groups throughout the state as a “test case.”
August 19, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
LOCAL CREEKS GET RESTOCKED WITH CATCHABLE TROUT – Los Angeles
(UP) – The State Department of Fish and Game announced today it is restocking
catchable-size rainbow trout in the following southern California lakes and streams:
Los Angeles County: Big Rock Creek, Crystal Lake, Little Rock Reservoir, east fork of
the San Gabriel River and west fork of the San Gabriel River.
San Bernardino County: Middle fork of Lytle Creek and the north fork of Lytle Creek.
Ventura County: Howard Creek, Matilija Reservoir and Santa Paula Creek.
August 21, 1955 – Los Angeles Times
ANGLER’S LUCK REDUCED IF FISH HATCHERY CLOSED – Ventura, Aug. 20. –
A one-third reduction in fish planting in Southern California would result from closing
the Fillmore Fish Hatchery, according to testimony here in a water rights suit brought by
Piru ranchers against the State Fish and Game Commission and a number of water
companies.
Testifying was D.A. Clanton, assistant supervisor of hatcheries for the Southern
California area of the Department of Fish and Game He was the second witness for the
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defense, following Carl Wolf of The Sespe Land & Water Co. on the witness stand in the
12th day of trial.
He reported that the hatchery has produced 1,197,448 fish—or 80,154 pounds of fish—in
1955. Last year the production totaled 579,560 fish, or 62,565 pounds, and in 1953 it
was 1,342,287 fish or 87,874 pounds.
Of the yield, Ventura County in 1955 received 93,410 trout, Clanton said. The remainder
went to Santa Barbara, 108,130; San Bernardino, 32,720 and Los Angeles, 35,160.
For the 14 years in which the hatchery has been operating a total of 6,732,714 trout have
been shipped out to counties, he said. Included were Ventura, 1,272,628; San
Bernardino, 2,386,254; Los Angeles 1,422,863, and the smallest amount, Fresno, 25,200.
The ranchers have maintained that fish hatchery use of water along with similar uses by
water companies in the area, have taken water that might have been used by the ranchers
for expansion of an agricultural activity in the area. They say the water is rightfully
theirs and that the water companies and fish hatcheries should be required to find other
sources of supply.
October 1, 1955 – Santa Paula Chronicle
FISH HATCHERY LAWSUIT GOES INTO SECOND WEEK AT VENTURA – The
five-year-old lawsuit filed by Piru ranchers seeking to force abandonment of the State
Fish Hatchery at Fillmore went into its second week of trial before Judge Charles F.
Blackstock yesterday in Ventura. The trial is on the court calendar for four weeks,
although those “in the know” believe it will drag on for months unless an out-of-court
settlement is reached.
Rancher George R. Moisling, testifying as one of the plaintiffs, said under crossexamination yesterday that although the water level at his ranch has dropped seriously
during his 18 years there, he has no evidence that the hatchery’s wells are responsible for
any of the drop.
He testified he had filed no protest with the Fish and Game Commission about the
hatchery’s wells prior to inauguration of the lawsuit, in which more than 100 litigants are
involved.
These admissions were wrung from Moisling under adroit cross-examination by one of
three attorneys for the defense. The Moisling land lies on Howe road five miles east of
the fish hatchery, and he and a neighbor, Vernon K. Johnson, have a 50-50 shared interest
in one well used to irrigate their lands. The well has been deepened once in the past 18
years to a depth 20 feet below the originally tapped.
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But Moisling answered yes when asked if this deepening might have been due to the
increased use of surrounding lands for citrus orchards, rather than due to the operation of
the hatchery since 1941.
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