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MINUTES 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

 

Thursday, May 23, 2019, 12:00 P.M. 

Board Room, UWCD G.I. “Irv” Wilde Headquarters 

106 North 8th Street, Santa Paula, California 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS PRESENT 

Director Sheldon Berger 

Director Bruce Dandy, secretary/treasurer 

Director Robert Eranio 

Director Lynn Maulhardt 

Director Michael W. Mobley, vice president 

Director Dan Naumann, president 

 

DIRECTORS ABSENT 

Director Edwin T. McFadden, III 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

Mauricio E. Guardado, Jr., general manager 

David D. Boyer, legal counsel 

Anthony Emmert, assistant general manager 

Robert C. Siemak, assistant general manager 

Dr. Maryam Bral, chief engineer 

Mike Ellis, chief operations officer 

Joseph Jereb, chief financial officer 

Dr. Katherine Ayres, senior ecologist  

Brian Collins, operations and maintenance manager 

Josh Perez, human resources manager 

Clayton Strahan, senior park services officer 

Jefferson Bardstad, park services officer 

John Carman, chief water treatment officer 

Dr. Zachary Hanson, assistant hydrogeologist 

John Lindquist, senior hydrogeologist 

Murray McEachron, senior hydrologist 

Craig Morgan, senior engineer 

Kris Sofley, executive assistant/clerk of the board 

Kurt White, park services officer 
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PUBLIC PRESENT 

Lisa Kern, Ventura Water 

Gail Morgan, Stacy Miller Public Affairs 

Thein Ng, City of Oxnard 

Susan Rungren, Ventura Water 

Rick Simonson, HF&H 

Dr. Rodney Smith, Stratecon 

Amy White 

 

 

1. FIRST OPEN SESSION   12:08 P.M.  

President Naumann called the first open session to order and asked for public comments.  

 

1.1 Public Comments 

Information Item 

No public comments were offered.  

 

President Naumann asked District’s legal counsel David Boyer to address the matters being 

discussed in Executive (Closed) session.  Mr. Boyer read through the items on the Executive 

session agenda. 

 

 

1.2 EXECUTIVE (CLOSED) SESSION   12:10 P.M. 

President Naumann adjourned the Board meeting into Executive (Closed) session 

at 12:10p.m. 

 

2. SECOND OPEN SESSION AND CALL TO ORDER 1:15 P.M. 

President Naumann called the second open session to order at 1:15p.m.  He then asked 

everyone to join him in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2.1 Pledge of Allegiance 

President Naumann asked Director Berger to lead the group in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

2.2 Public Comment 

Information Item 

 President Naumann asked if there were any public comments for the Board.  None 

were offered. 

 

2.3 Approval of Agenda 

 Motion 

 President Naumann asked if there were any changes to the agenda.  Mr. Guardado 

replied that motion item 2.8 regarding the General Manager’s compensation packet 

was moved up to follow item 2.4 Oral Report – Executive Session, to accommodate 
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Director Dandy’s early departure from the meeting today.  President Naumann then 

asked for a motion. 

 

 Motion to approve the agenda, Director Dandy; Second, Director Mobley.  Voice 

vote: six ayes (Berger, Dandy, Eranio, Maulhardt, Mobley, Naumann); none 

opposed/none abstaining; one absent (McFadden).  Motion carries 6/0/1. 

 

2.4 Oral Report Regarding Executive (Closed) Session 

 Information Item 

President Naumann asked Mr. Boyer to report on any Board actions occurring in 

Executive session.  Mr. Boyer reported there was a letter from an attorney that the 

Board deemed a government claim, and voted unanimously to reject the claim. As 

the letter requested that it remain confidential, Mr. Boyer would refrain from 

divulging any further information regarding this communication. If litigation is 

pursued, however, than additional information as required under the Brown Act 

will be provided. 

 

2.8 Consider Amending the General Manager’s Total Compensation Package 

 Including Any Step Increase, Performance Merit Pay, and Other 

 Compensation 

 Motion                                                                                                                    

 Motion to amend the General Manager’s compensation package, including 1) a 

performance merit pay of five percent of his FY 2018-19 salary and 2) a step 

increase to the last step in his current salary range, Director Dandy; Second, 

Director Mobley.  Roll call vote: five ayes (Berger, Dandy, Maulhardt, Mobley, 

Naumann); none opposed; one abstention (Eranio); one absent (McFadden).  

Motion carries 5/0/1/1. 

 

Director Dandy excused himself from the meeting at 1:30p.m. 

 

2.5 Board Communication 

Information Item  

Director Maulhardt reported that he had attended the ad hoc labor negotiation 

committee meeting and a meeting with the General Manager. 

 

Director Mobley reported attending two Groundwater Committee meetings, one in 

April and one in May; two Fox Canyon Groundwater Management Agency board 

meetings (April and May); a Special Finance Committee meeting on April 29; 

participated in the ACWA Spring Conference in Monterey from May 7 through 

May 10; attended the Mound Basin GSA Board meeting on May 16; the Executive 

Committee meeting on May 20 and yesterday’s Finance Committee meeting. 

 

Director Eranio reported his attendance at the April 23 Groundwater Committee 

meeting; an agenda review meeting with Camrosa, Calleguas and the District in 

preparation for the Fox Canyon GMA Board meeting; met with Dr. Mathis 
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regarding the General Manager’s evaluation; he also attended the ACWA 

Conference. 

 

Director Berger reported his participation at two AWA meetings and the Finance 

Committee meeting yesterday. 

 

President Naumann reported his participation at the AWA Symposium on April 18, 

a lunch meeting with Director Maulhardt and Mr. Guardado in preparation for the 

May 2 OH Customers meeting; a meeting with Dr. Mathis regarding the General 

Manager’s evaluation; and participated in the AWCA Spring Conference over four 

days in Monterey. 

 

2.6       General Manager’s Report 

Information Item 

Mr. Guardado reported to the Board that he and District staff provided tours of the 

District’s facilities, including state advocate Robyn Black of Eclipse; to the legal 

counsel team along with background on the Freeman and District operations and to 

Senator Dianne Feinstein’s representative Becca Channell.  Mr. Guardado also 

advised the Board that of the 4,000 acre feet of water available, only 11 acre feet 

was diverted at the Freeman.  The water that wasn’t able to be diverted would have 

been a significant benefit to the Oxnard Plain.  He also said that Fox Canyon GMA 

unanimously supported an agreement with the District wherein the District would 

release water from the Santa Felicia Dam with the aim of diverting some 15,000 

acre feet at the Freeman for groundwater recharge.  As the Santa Clara riverbed is 

saturated, staff hydrologist are confident that a large volume of water could be 

released from the dam and make its way to the Freeman, which would be an 

unprecedented and groundbreaking event.  Fox Canyon GMA is willing to pay the 

District up to $3 million for 15,000 acre feet of water at the Freeman.  He told the 

Board that Murray McEachron would be making a presentation on this topic during 

the monthly Groundwater report, later in the agenda. 

 

President Naumann added that this would be the shot in the arm needed on the 

supply side.  Mr. Guardado replied that he was very excited about the significant, 

positive impact this high quality, cost effect water will have on basins throughout 

the District. 

 

            2.7 Recognition of Retiring Chief Operations Officer Mike Ellis 

 Ceremonial Item 

President Naumann welcomed the family of the District’s Chief Operations Officer 

Mike Ellis, who is retiring at the end of May after over 30 years of service to the 

District.  President Naumann said that Mr. Ellis was hired by the District on 

November 21, 1988 as an O&M Worker II.  Over the years, and thanks to Mr. 

Ellis’ steadfast work ethic, leadership abilities, knowledge and experience, he 

earned numerous promotions including to Lead O&M Worker, Operations and 

Maintenance Manager and, in 2017, was named Chief Operations Officer.  
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President Naumann continued, stating that Mr. Ellis’ work ethic, leadership, 

knowledge and experience had also earned him the respect of this coworkers, 

colleagues and others in the water industry.  He said that Mr. Ellis’ had been a key 

player on the District’s strong O&M team as well as an amazing contributor to the 

success of United throughout his entire career, playing a vital role among the 

District’s management.  He thanked his for his valuable insights, spirit of 

cooperation, and infectious enthusiasm, all of which contributed to making United 

a best in class agency. President Naumann then presented Mr. Ellis with a gift from 

the District and congratulated him on a job well done. 

 

Mr. Guardado then spoke to Mr. Ellis, describing him as hard working, loyal and 

intelligent.  He said that he couldn’t thank Mr. Ellis enough for his help with the 

organization and helping him to grow as a General Manager.  He said much of the 

District’s success was built on Mr. Ellis’ shoulders. 

 

Mr. Ellis said that Tony Blankenship, his former boss and mentor, set a fine 

example and that former GM Mike Solomon let him continue to run the O&M 

department as Mr. Blankenship had structured it to run.  Mr. Ellis thanked Mr. 

Guardado for the opportunity to change, proving that you can teach an old dog new 

tricks, saying that Mr. Guardado pushed him out of his comfort zone, challenging 

him with new responsibilities, which he found very rewarding.  He closed by 

saying that he truly appreciates the talented people that he had the pleasure of 

working with over the past 30 years, and again complimented the quality of the 

District’s staff. 

 

Thien Ng, assistant Public Works director for the City of Oxnard, addressed the 

Board and Mr. Ellis, stating that while Mr. Ellis had kind words from the Board, 

his coworkers and staff, Mr. Ng wanted to speak on behalf of the customers.  Mr. 

Ng said that when Oxnard staff first learned of Mr. Ellis’ retirement, they thought 

“oh no.”  He said the City is very appreciative of Mr. Ellis’ work and commitment 

over the years, and everyone knew that they could always count on Mr. Ellis to do 

a good job and take care of business.  He then wished Mr. Ellis a happy retirement. 

 

Susan Rungren, general manager for Ventura Water, then addressed the Board and 

Mr. Ellis, stating that she wanted to echo the sentiments of Mr. Ng and that it has 

been an awesome experience for her working with Mr. Ellis over the years. 
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2.9 Scheduling AB 1825 Harassment Prevention and AB 1234 Ethics   

  Training for Board Members 

 Motion 

Director Eranio suggested setting up a Special Board meeting with live training.  

Director Maulhardt added that online training could be organized as a back-up for 

any Director who could not make the Special Board meeting.  Director Maulhardt 

also asked that since the training takes about four hours, staff include lunch for the 

Directors as part of the Special Board meeting. 

 

Motion to direct staff to establish a live training date as a Special Board meeting, 

with lunch, and arrange for online training as a backup, Director Maulhardt; 

Second, Director Eranio.  Voice vote: five ayes (Berger, Eranio, Maulhardt, 

Mobley, Naumann); none opposed; two absent (Dandy, McFadden).  Motion 

carries unanimously 5/0/2. 

 

 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR: All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are 

considered routine by the Board and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no 

separate discussion of these items unless a Board member pulls an item from the 

Calendar. Pulled items will be discussed and acted on separately by the Board. 

Members of the public who want to comment on a Consent Calendar item should do 

so under Public Comments. (ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED) 

 

Motion to approve all matters listed on the Consent Calendar, Director Maulhardt; Second, 

Director Eranio.  Roll call vote: five ayes (Berger, Eranio, Maulhardt, Mobley, Naumann); 

none opposed; two absent (Dandy, McFadden).  Motion carries unanimously 5/0/2. 

 

A. Approval of Minutes 

Motion 

Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Board meeting of April 10, 2019. 

 
B. Groundwater Basin Status Reports 

Information Item 

Receive and file Monthly Hydrologic Conditions Report for the District. 

 

C. Third Quarter FY 2018-19 Financial Report and Budget Amendments 

 Information Item  

Receive and review the FY 2018-19 Third Quarter Financial Report for the period 

of July 1, 2018 through March 31, 2019 and approve the proposed modifications to 

the FY 2018-19 Budget. 

 

  

 

 



UWCD Board Meeting MINUTES 

May 23, 2019 

Page 7 

 

006299.00005 

24014400.1 

4. MOTION ITEMS (By Department) 

 

Groundwater Department – Maryam Bral 

 

4.1 PUBLIC HEARING  

Continuation of Annual Groundwater Hearing to Accept Comment on 

Groundwater Conditions within the District 

 

President Naumann read the following script into the public record: 

“In accordance with Water Code Section 75573, we are continuing the 

annual hearing concerning the groundwater conditions and the surface water 

supplies of the District, which will culminate in the Board determining whether or 

not zones should be established in the District and what, if any, groundwater 

extraction charges should be established in such zones. 

Any operator of a water producing facility within the District or any person 

interested in the conditions of groundwater or surface water supplies of the District 

may appear in person, or by representative, and submit evidence at this hearing 

concerning the groundwater conditions and the surface water supplies of the 

District.  Appearances may also be made supporting or protesting the District’s 

2019-2020 Annual Investigation And Report Of Groundwater Conditions Within 

United Water Conservation District, also known as the ‘Engineering Investigation 

and Report.’ 

The record should show that on March 20, 2019 the Engineering 

Investigation and Report was received by the Secretary of the Board. 

The record of this hearing should also show that the Secretary has published 

a notice of receipt of the Engineering Investigation and Report and of a public 

hearing thereon, which was first opened on April 10, 2019.  This notice has been 

published pursuant to law in a newspaper of general circulation, printed and 

published within the District at least ten days prior to the date of this hearing. 

This hearing was continued to today’s Board meeting.  Anyone wanting to 

testify or present evidence may do so.  The hearing, however, will be continued 

again until the Board’s meeting scheduled for Wednesday, June 12, 2019.  The 

reason this hearing will be continued until June is to give our staff and Board 

committees an opportunity to prepare and review the District’s budget for the 

coming year so that the budget can be considered and adopted by the Board before 

it determines whether or not to establish a zone or zones and in what amounts 

groundwater extraction charges should be levied in the zone or zones for the coming 

year.  

Is there anyone who wants to testify or present evidence?  If so, they should 

do so now.”  No public comments or testimony was offered. 

“This hearing shall now be continued until the meeting of this Board on 

Wednesday, June 12, 2019 at approximately 1:30 P.M.” 
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The hearing was continued until Wednesday, June 12, 2019.  No Board decisions 

will be made until the final hearing on June 12, 2019. 

 

 

Administration Services – Anthony Emmert  

 

4.2 FY 2019-20 Proposed Budget Workshop 

Motion 

Mr. Jereb introduced and reviewed with the Board and the public how the development 

of the proposed budget, reserve needs, corresponding rates to be charged, the budget 

process and related issues were formed, including a review of Capital Improvement 

Plan (CIP) and recommended funding for FY 2019-20. He also presented additional 

information in connection with and in support of the proposed FY 2019-20 Budget 

and the District’s groundwater extraction charges. (see attached presentation). 

 

Mr. Emmert added that preservation of water resources, continuing issues at the 

Freeman Diversion and depleting resources on the Oxnard Plain also impact the 

District’s operating budget.  He said that significant legal expenses continue, in 

addition to designing three options for a fish passage.  He stated that good progress 

was being made on the Santa Felicia Dam Safety Improvement projects, and that staff 

is proceeding with safe facility designs while actively seeking Federal funding.  Staff 

is also increasing outreach to federal and state regulators and legislators in an effort to 

garner support and funding for other Endangered Species Act and dam safety issues.  

The District has eliminated the Chief Operations Officer and Executive Coordinator 

positions and a financial position while adding a safety officer position and an 

engineering technician position. Internal improvements to the District’s new 

headquarters building in Oxnard are among the big drivers in keeping with strategic 

goals set by the Board for the year ahead. 

 

President Naumann asked Mr. Emmert if the District would be moving into the new 

building by the end of the year.  Director Berger said he had already committed to the 

AWA that it could hold its annual holiday party at the District’s new building. 

 

Mr. Jereb said that FY 2019-20 would be a pivotal year for the District, which would 

include increases for groundwater rates in both Zone A and Zone B; Oxnard Hueneme 

pipeline’s fixed costs increases but variable rate decreases; Pumping Trough pipeline 

rates are increasing by seven percent and there is approximately $6.6 million in new 

debt to fund (CIP costs). 

 

Director Maulhardt asked if the sale of the Santa Paula office was included in the 

budget. 

 

Mr. Jereb said that revenue projections include proceeds from the sale of the Santa 

Paula building.  He added that tax revenue for the State Water Fund will decrease, 

while general fund property tax is projected to increase three percent, and a new fund 
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will be created for the purchase of supplemental water, including Article 21, providing 

for  a surcharge of $2.25 per acre foot for agriculture and $6.75 per acre foot for M&I 

customers. 

 

Mr. Jereb pointed out that the largest CIPs include the Iron and Manganese Treatment 

project, the Probable Maximum Flood/Outlook Works rehabilitation project; the 

generator for the Pumping Trough Pipeline; and the new Headquarters building.  Mr. 

Jereb said that the District’s debt to coverage ratio was 4.5 to 3.5, so it was still on 

solid ground to borrow money.  Mr. Jereb also advised the Board of several policy 

changes, including increasing the General Manager’s supplemental appropriation 

authority to $50,000 limit, and once the year to date total supplemental appropriations 

authorized by the General Manager goes over $500,000, then the limit drops to 

$10,000; Budget Transfers will now increase the General Manager’s authority to 

$100,000 for budgeted, intrafund transfers only; and the Purchasing Authority of the 

General Manager is increased to $250,000, if within the budget, and Assistant General 

Managers and Chief Financial Officer purchasing authority is increased to $100,000 

for budgeted expenses.  There has been no changes to the write off policy, however, 

the collection policy has been modified to reflect procedures in the Water Code, 

including a writ of attachment over past due amounts in excess of 120 days and Board 

hearings for accounts 360 days overdue, including a cease pumping order and the 

requirement of a bond or deposit in addition to the payment of the past due amount in 

full. 

 

Director Maulhardt said that he appreciated the tightening up of policy and asked if 

there was an end date regarding review of the Board, or some sort of timeline from the 

date of a Board hearing to litigation.  Mr. Jereb said there were thresholds.  Mr. 

Guardado added that two years ago, the District was given authority to collect on 

outstanding accounts by state legislation. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any other questions or comments at this time.  

None were offered. 

 

Dr. Rodney Smith of Stratecon Inc. made a presentation of his Analysis of the 

Structure of the District’s Proposed Groundwater Extraction Charges for FY 2019-

20. (see attached presentation) 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any questions or comments for Dr. Smith.  

None were offered. 

 

Rick Simonson of HF&H delivered a presentation of his firm’s FY 2019-20 Cost of 

Service Analysis.   

 

Director Maulhardt asked if the methodology being used by either Dr. Smith or Mr. 

Simonson had changed over the past seven years, or if either gentleman had received 

any comments that were meaningful or debunked the methodology being used.  He 
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said that different methods were being used by each gentleman, and that both appeared 

to be logical, “reasonable and proportionate.” 

 

Dr. Smith said the City of Ventura had expressed concerns in the past, and that he has 

addressed each concern specifically on the record for the past five or six years. 

 

Director Maulhardt asked Dr. Smith if his methodology was created specifically for 

United Water Conservation District.  Dr. Smith replied that the methodology he 

applied to his analysis is the same used throughout the country. 

 

President Naumann asked if, in answering Ventura’s concerns, did Dr. Smith provide 

additional information. 

 

Dr. Smith responded in the affirmative.  

 

Director Maulhardt said that there are new folks at the District and this process is part 

of litigation so he wanted to clarify that this is part of Mr. Simonson’s and Dr. Smith’s 

business and the analysis has to apply to all water clients.  He said he just wanted to 

be sure that staff and the public recognize that the analysis is based on legitimate, 

proven methodology. 

 

Dr. Smith said the methodology has hydrologic consequences and has been used for a 

development firm and a water agency in Austin, Texas; that his background is in both 

law and economics.  Mr. Simonson added that this type of analysis was the core 

business of HF&H, who have been in business since 1989 and are known throughout 

the industry. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any questions or comments at this time.  None 

were offered. 

 

3:10p.m.  Court reporter stops transcribing and is excused from the remainder of the meeting 

  

 

Park and Recreation Division – Clayton Strahan 

4.3 PUBLIC HEARING 

Senior Park Services Officer Clayton Strahan delivered a presentation to the Board 

(see attached) which addressed fee increases for Lake Piru, revised job descriptions 

for current Lake Piru staff and the amendments and revisions to the District’s 

Ordinance 15 governing the Lake Piru Recreation Area. 

 

During the presentation, Officer Strahan said the cost of operations at Lake Piru 

was going up and the District has not increased visitors’ fees for several years.  In 

2017, PMC had requested a rate increase, but because of the Lake’s low water 

levels, the increase was postponed.  Officer Strahan and Mr. Jereb reviewed PMC’s 
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requested fee increases and compared the new proposed rates to other recreation 

areas in the tri-county region and deemed them to be on par with other admission 

and use fees. 

 

Officer Strahan also explained that, as a condition of the grant received from 

Department of Boating and Waterways in 2004 for the Juan Fernandez Boat Ramp, 

the District will have to notify the Department for approval within 10 days of 

approving the new fees for vehicle and boat access to the Lake.  The Department 

has 30 days to either approve or reject the increased fees.  If the District does not 

receive a response within the 30 days, it is assumed that the fees are acceptable. 

 

Officer Strahan reported that the Recreation Committee had reviewed the fees.  

Director Berger said the committee went through the whole thing and recommends 

waiting to get the ok from the Department of Boating and Waterways before raising 

the vehicle and boat access fees so as not to confuse staff or the public. 

 

Officer Strahan said that all of the other proposed fee increases would take effect 

June 1, except day use vehicle fees. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any questions or comments.  None were 

offered. 

 

Motion to conclude the Public Hearing on Lake Piru Recreation Area fee increases; 

authorize staff to initiate the process for adopting the proposed 2019 Lake Piru 

Recreation Area fee schedule, and adopt Resolution 2019-09 approving and 

adopting the proposed 2019 Lake Piru Recreation Area Fee Schedule pending 

approval from the California Department of Parks and Recreation – Division of 

Boating and Waterways, Director Eranio; Second, Director Mobley.  Roll call vote: 

five ayes (Berger, Eranio, Maulhardt, Mobley, Naumann); none opposed or 

abstained; two absent (Dandy, McFadden).  Motion carries 5/0/2. 

  

4.4 Adoption of Revised Job Descriptions, Lexipol Policy Manual and 

Acceptance of Peace Officers Oath of Office for Park Rangers 

 Motion 

Officer Strahan reminded the Board that staff have been working on the authorities 

and enforcements of Lake Piru personnel since 2006, going back and forth on 

various legal issues.  Water Code gives the District the authority to create 

Ordinances governing the Lake Piru Recreation Area but not the ability to enforce 

the Ordinance.  Lake Piru has three full time Park Services personnel who typically 

deal with maintenance, medical aide and boating safety issues for over 5,000 to 

6,000 visitors a month during the summer.  By expanding staff authority to limited 

peace officer status (no firearms), staff would have greater authority to enforce the 

rules as outlined in Ordinance 15.  This new status will include revised job 

descriptions and duties (written by law enforcement experts), including the 

administration of a Peace Officer Oath of Office for the State of California, and 
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returning to the traditional Park Ranger uniform. While there is a financial impact 

to the District, less than $4,000, the revised job descriptions and authorities do not 

impact CalPERS or SEIU.  Staff have already undergone training measures, 

background and psychological evaluations, fingerprinting and have passed a battery 

of physical fitness exams. Lexipol will provide policy changes and manual as well 

as monthly bulletins for personnel. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any questions or comments.  None were 

offered.   

 

Motion to adopt revised job descriptions for Recreation Division staff, including 1) 

a change from Senior Park Service Officer to Senior Park Ranger; 2) a change from 

Park Service Officer to Park Ranger; 3) adopting a new job description for a Park 

Ranger Cadet: 4) adopting the Park Ranger Policy Manual developed by Lexipol 

LLC., and 5) requiring that employees, before entering upon their duties as Park 

Rangers, accept and take the Oath of Office as administered by California Peace 

Officers, Director Berger; Second, Director Mobley.  Roll call vote: five ayes 

(Berger, Eranio, Maulhardt, Mobley, Naumann); none opposed or abstained; two 

absent (Dandy, McFadden).  Motion carries 5/0/2. 

 

President Naumann asked Senior Park Ranger Clayton Strahan, Park Ranger Kurt 

White and Park Ranger Jefferson Barstad to stand while he administered the Peace 

Officer Oath of Office for the State of California.  All three took the Oath and 

accepted their badges from President Naumann. 

 

4.5 Resolution 2019-06 Approving Amended and Restated Ordinance  

 No. 15, A Penalty Fee Schedule, and Authorizing Ordinance No. 15  

Penalty Fee Schedule 

 Motion  
Senior Park Ranger Strahan explained that the language contained in Ordinance 15 

has been amended to be consistent with the new job titles and authorities of the 

Lake Piru Park Rangers.  The bail schedule is also in accordance with the Ventura 

County Superior Court. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any questions or comments.  None were 

offered. 

 

Motion to approve the amended and restated Ordinance No. 15, establishing rules 

and regulations for the Lake Piru Recreation Area; adopt a penalty fee schedule for 

the amended and restated Ordinance No. 15 and adopt Resolution 2019-06 

officially confirming the amended rules, regulations and fee schedule for the Lake 

Piru Recreation Area, Director Berger; Second, Director Eranio.  Roll call vote: 

five ayes (Berger, Eranio, Maulhardt, Mobley, Naumann); none opposed or 

abstained; two absent (Dandy, McFadden).  Motion carries 5/0/2. 
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Mr. Guardado reminded the Clerk of the Board to post the revised and amended 

Ordinance 15 on the District’s website. 

 

Engineering Department – Maryam Bral 

 

 4.6 Accept Utility Easement Deeds at Pumping Trough Pipeline (PTP) Turnout 

 No. 160 and No. 111 

 Motion 

Director Berger stated that the Finance Committee had reviewed the motion item 

and supports the District’s acceptance of the easement. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any questions or comments.  None were 

offered. 

 

Motion to authorize the General Manager to sign and record utility easement deeds 

granted to the United Water Conservation District by Donlon Property 

Management Co., LLC related to Pumping Trough Pipeline (PTP) Turnout No. 160 

and Burke Roger P-Elizabeth E TR. related to PTP Turnout No. 111, Director 

Maulhardt; Second, Director Mobley.  Roll call vote: five ayes (Berger, Eranio, 

Maulhardt, Mobley, Naumann); none opposed or abstained; two absent (Dandy, 

McFadden).  Motion carries 5/0/2. 

 

4.7 Southern California Gas Company Request for a Permanent Easement 

 (APN 109-0-010-070) 

 Motion 
Director Berger reported that the Finance Committee had reviewed the motion item 

and recommends the Board grant the easement to Southern California Gas 

Company. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any questions or comments.  None were 

offered. 

  

Motion to authorize the General Manager to execute a twenty-five foot (25-foot) 

wide easement along the entire length of the Los Angeles Avenue portion of the 

Saticoy Basins fence line and grant a temporary right of entry for construction 

activities to Southern California Gas Company, Director Maulhardt; Second, 

Director Berger. Roll call vote: five ayes (Berger, Eranio, Maulhardt, Mobley, 

Naumann); none opposed or abstained; two absent (Dandy, McFadden).  Motion 

carries 5/0/2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UWCD Board Meeting MINUTES 

May 23, 2019 

Page 14 

 

006299.00005 

24014400.1 

4.8 Easement Acquisition Services for Pumping Trough Pipeline (PTP) System 

Turnouts 

 Motion 

Director Berger reported that the Finance Committee had reviewed the motion item 

and recommends authorizing the GM to execute an agreement with Hamner, Jewell 

& Associates, Inc. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any questions or comments.  None were 

offered. 

 

Motion to authorize the General Manager to execute a Professional Services 

Agreement with Hamner, Jewell & Associates, Inc. in the amount of $284,235 

($258,395 contract amount plus 10% management contingency) for services related 

to the acquisition of easements at 43 Pumping Trough Pipeline (PTP) turnouts, 

Director Maulhardt; Second, Director Mobley. Roll call vote: five ayes (Berger, 

Eranio, Maulhardt, Mobley, Naumann); none opposed or abstained; two absent 

(Dandy, McFadden).  Motion carries 5/0/2. 

 

 

Environmental Planning and Conservation Department – Anthony Emmert 

 

4.9 National Environmental Policy Act Support for Federal Agency Decisions to 

Issue Permits Related to the Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan 

Covered Activities – Professional Services Agreement with ICF Jones & 

Stokes Inc. for $644,200 

  Motion 

Director Berger reported that the Finance Committee had reviewed the motion item 

and that as it is essentially an update of an existing contract, recommends approval. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any questions or comments.  None were 

offered. 

 

Motion to authorize the General Manager to nullify the existing contract dated 

September 10, 2014, and execute a new, updated Professional Services Agreement 

with ICF Jones & Stokes, Inc. (ICF) for $644,200 to assist the federal regulatory 

agencies (National Marine Fisheries Service, United States Fish and Wildlife 

Service, and Army Corps of Engineers) with National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) compliance and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for their 

decisions to issue incidental take permits pursuant to the Endangered Species Act, 

Section 10(a)(1)(B) and to issue a 404 permit pursuant to the Clean Water Act, 

Director Maulhardt; Second, Director Mobley.  Roll call vote: five ayes (Berger, 

Eranio, Maulhardt, Mobley, Naumann); none opposed or abstained; two absent 

(Dandy, McFadden).  Motion carries 5/0/2. 
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Operations and Maintenance – Brian Collins   

 

4.10  Approval of Amendment to 1701 Lombard Street Tenant Agreement 

 Motion  

Director Berger reported that the Finance Committee had reviewed the motion item 

and recommends the long term lease with Quest. 

 

Director Maulhardt asked if this was the same tenant, and Director Berger said the 

tenant was the same, but the price has gone up. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any questions or comments.  None were 

offered. 

 

Motion to approve the amendment to the 1701 Lombard Street Tenant Agreement 

and authorize the General Manager to execute the agreement with Unilab 

Corporation (d/b/a as Quest Diagnostics), Director Maulhardt; Second, Director 

Berger.  Roll call vote: five ayes (Berger, Eranio, Maulhardt, Mobley, Naumann); 

none opposed or abstained; two absent (Dandy, McFadden).  Motion carries 5/0/2. 

 

 

5.  PRESENTATIONS AND MONTHLY STAFF REPORTS (By Department) 

 Park and Recreation Division – Clayton Strahan 

5.1 Monthly Park and Recreation Department Report 

Information Item 

Summary report on operations and items of note relative to the Lake Piru 

Recreation Area were received and filed.   

 

 

Environmental Planning and Conservation Department – Anthony Emmert 

 

5.2 Monthly Environmental Planning and Conservation Department Report 

Information Item 

Dr. Katherine Ayres presented an update to the Board on environmental and 

regulatory issues of note to the District (see attached).   

 

5.3 Quagga Mussel Management Efforts Update 

Information Item 

Dr. Ayres provided an update on the ongoing management and monitoring efforts 

related to the Lake Piru quagga mussel infestation (see attachment). 

 

President Naumann asked if, as the lake level increases, does the water temperature 

drop, Dr. Ayres said not necessarily, but adults have been seen in the colder sections of 

the lake but sentiment has smothered many of the quagga as well. 
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Groundwater Department – Maryam Bral 

 

5.4 Monthly Groundwater Department Report 

Information Item 

Senior Hydrologist Murray McEachron provided the Board with an update on 

diversions and basin recharge as part of the monthly Groundwater Department 

report (see attached).   

 

Mr. McEachron reported that lake levels were well below minimum pool at the 

beginning of the water year and have come up nicely since.  The lake was at 11,700 

acre feet at the beginning of the water year, natural inflows added approximately 

39,000 acre feet, the District’s Article 21 purchase added another 15,000 acre feet 

and about 2,000 acre feet of State Water.  Since November 2018, the lake elevation 

is up some 70 feet. 

 

The potential release from Lake Piru could be in the neighborhood of 49,000 acre 

feet, surpassing the last 20 years of releases.  President Naumann asked if the 

release would fill up the basins and Mr. McEachron said not this year, because of 

sustained drought conditions, but that Piru basin is doing very well, has full 

connection and really good conditions for release as the area is already saturated. 

 

Mr. McEachron continued, stating that the Fillmore basin is also recovering but not 

quite as quickly as Piru.  A release would impact Barsdale, and both the Sespe and 

Santa Clara are demonstrating good conditions for a release. 

 

Mr. McEachron reported that the conditions in the Forebay are not so great, and in 

spite of a bit of a rise in water levels earlier, those water levels are doing back down 

now.  There has been no diversion due to smolt migration as of April 1, to maintain 

continuity of the river, but as of May 31 (or the loss of continuity beforehand) the 

migration period will be officially over. 

 

Dr. Ayres was asked if any smolts had been observed.  She replied that no adults 

were seen in the fish ladder moving upstream.  President Naumann asked if any had 

been seen in the Ventura River.  Dr. Ayres replied that she hadn’t heard anything 

and that no adults have been seen in Cachuma either. 

 

Mr. McEachron continued stating that nitrates are on the rise in El Rio and water is 

desperately needed in the Forebay to reduce nitrate levels.  He added that there 

hasn’t been any rebound along the coast either. 

 

Looking at a potential release, Mr. McEachron said the conditions are similar to 

2008, and a 400 cfs release will reach Piru basin the first week, and as percolation 

decreases gradually, release will benefit Fillmore, Santa Paula basin and Freeman 

Diversion.  He will be monitoring the release, adjusting, increasing or decreasing, 

to reach the target 400 cfs, and if necessary, could go up to 500 cfs in week one if 
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nothing reaches the Freeman.  LA County’s release, a 35 cfs release, ended a few 

days ago, and the District is planning on starting the release on June 3 and could go 

as long as two months. 

 

Dr. Jason Sun then presented updates on the groundwater model development.  He 

said the District’s groundwater model is being used to support the City of Ventura 

and its indirect potable use project; the Fox Canyon GMA’s groundwater 

sustainability plan simulations; Calleguas’ water supply alternative project; and the 

City of Camarillo has canceled its request for use of the model. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any questions or comments. None were 

offered. 

 

5.5 Update on Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) and Sustainable 

Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) 

 Information Item 
John Lindquist provided updates on the monthly activities of the three local 

Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (Mound Basin GSA, Fillmore and Piru 

Basins GSA, and the Fox Canyon Groundwater Management Agency).  Staff 

reported that Fox Canyon GMA would present its draft Groundwater Sustainability 

Plan in July.  Director Eranio corrected that by saying the consultant would present 

the GSP on July 24. 

 

Mr. Lindquist said the FC GMA Allocation Ordinance issues – Conejo Creek, 

Carry over surface water and language regarding the Oxnard Hueneme pipeline 

have been resolved. 

 

Regarding the Mound Basin GSA, Intera has been hired to provide technical 

support to Bryan Bondy and UWCD on the development of the basin’s GSP.  The 

basin was ranked as a high priority basin by DWR and the District’s groundwater 

model has been calibrated and is ready to go to work. 

 

For the Fillmore and Piru Basins GSA, United and DBS&A continue to coordinate 

on the GSP tasks.  Both basins are ranked as high priority basins by DWR.  The 

concept model should be completed by end of June or early July of this year, with 

numerical model calibration completed in July or August, and is estimated to take 

up to a year to finish. 

 

Mr. McEachron reported staff’s public outreach efforts continue and include a 

presentation to the California State University Channel Islands’ water resources 

classes, including multiple field trips.  Staff also welcomed the third grade class of 

El Rio del Sol Elementary, the class that was featured in the Ventura County Star 

article about saving the steelhead trout.  Gail Morgan of SMPA reached out to the 

teacher and invited her and her class for a tour of the Freeman Diversion.  The 

students were well prepared and very much aware of the issues regarding water 
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diversion and fish passage at the Freeman.  Following the tour, Dr. Ayres visited 

the classroom to continue the students’ education on the importance of operations 

at the Freeman Diversion.   

 

Director Eranio said he wanted to give a shout out to Operations and Brian Collins 

for their quick move to action in helping rig up over 900 feet of fire house to get 

water to Vineyard Avenue Estate customers in what was a real fire drill.  He said 

they all did a fantastic job. 

 

Brian Collins said that it was all part of managing expectations and staff was 

addressing the financial implications of the shut-off, documenting everything with 

cost centers, and has confirmed that the State Board has the money to reimburse 

the agencies. 

 

Director Maulhardt said that this situation was an example of what can happen 

when replenishment is not done in sensitive environmental areas.  If the District 

could have diverted 4,000 acre feet to dilute the nitrate levels, maybe this wouldn’t 

have been an issue.  Somebody has to present that this is more than just saving fish 

here.  It’s a real example to show Judge Carter. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any comments or questions.  None were 

offered. 

 

 

Administration Services – Anthony Emmert  

 

5.6 Monthly Administrative Services Department Report – Anthony Emmert 

Information Item 

The Board received a summary report on Administration Department activities. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any comments or questions.  None were 

offered. 

 

 

Engineering Department – Maryam Bral 

 

5.7 Monthly Engineering Department Report 

Information Item  

The Board received a summary report on various water resources, planning efforts 

and department programs affecting the District. 

 

President Naumann asked if there were any comments or questions.  None were 

offered. 
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Operations and Maintenance - Brian Collins 

5.8 Monthly Operation and Maintenance Department Report 

Information Item 
The Board received a summary report on monthly operations and maintenance of 
District facilities. 

President Naumann asked if there were any comments or questions. None were 
offered. 

6. BOARD OF DIRECTORS READING FILE

7. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
President Naumann asked if the Board had any suggestions for future agenda items. None
were offered.

8. ADJOURNMENT 4:33p.m.
President Naumann adjourned the Regular Board Meeting at 4:33p.m. to the Regular Board
Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, June 12, 2019 or call of the President.

I certify that the above is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the United Water Conservation 
District's Board of Directors meeting of May 23, 2019. 
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