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1. FIRST OPEN SESSION  12 noon  

President Dandy called the meeting to order at 12 noon. President Dandy asked the District’s Legal 
Counsel to summarize the items being discussed by the Board during Executive (Closed) Session. 
 
District’s Legal Counsel David Boyer stated that, pursuant to government code Section 54956.9(d)(2), 
one case of anticipated litigation and, pursuant to government code Section 54956.9 (d)(1), existing 
litigation including City of San Buenaventura v. UWCD, Wishtoyo Foundation, et al, v. UWCD, OPV 
Coalition v Fox Canyon Groundwater Management Agency, UWCD v United States, UWCD v 
California Fish and Game Commission and State of California – Department of Transportation v 
UWCD would be discussed by the Board during Executive (Closed) session. 
  

1.1 Public Comment 
Information Item 
President Dandy asked if there were any public comments or questions. 
 
Mark E. Capron of OceanForesters asked to address the Board. He stated: “United Water 
Conservation District could organize the people and water districts of Ventura and Santa 
Barbara counties to install a thousand mall versions of the Freeman Diversion. Most 
diversions can be in the mountains and coupled with amunas 
(https://www.climatelinks.org/photo-gallery/amuna-peru). Diversions with amunas will 
better recharge groundwater during wet or dry years.”   
 
Mr. Capron continued, stating “United Water Conservation District can help others and 
themselves find funding for this and other climate change adaptations. Settle your legal 
disputes. Task your excellent engineering staff to find win-win solutions. Replace your 
lawyer with one who focuses on your groundwater recharge mission. Personally, I feel a 
large legal budget is the worst kind of big government. I don’t appreciate funding lawyers 
on both sides of the issue. But mostly, I hate paying lawyers instead of building solutions 
to our water crisis.” 
 
President Dandy asked if there were any other comments or questions. None were offered. 
 

1.2 EXECUTIVE (CLOSED) SESSION 12:05 P.M. 
President Dandy adjourned the meeting into Executive (Closed) session at 12:05p.m. 

 

2. SECOND OPEN SESSION AND CALL TO ORDER 1:05 P.M.  
President Dandy called the Second Open Session of the Board meeting to order at 1:05p.m. and 
asked Director Berger to lead everyone in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

2.1       Pledge of Allegiance 
Director Berger asked everyone to repeat after him and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

https://www.climatelinks.org/photo-gallery/amuna-peru
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2.2       Public Comment 
Information Item 
President Dandy asked if there were any public comments or questions for the 
Board. None were offered. 

2.3       Approval of Agenda 
Motion 

  President Dandy asked if there were any changes to the agenda. Assistant General  
  Manager Anthony Emmert reported that there were no changes to the agenda. President  
  Dandy then asked for a motion. 
 
  Motion to approve the agenda, Director Naumann; second, Director Berger. Voice vote:  
  seven ayes (Berger, Hasan, Keeling, Kimball, Maulhardt, Naumann, Dandy); none  
  opposed.  Motion carries unanimously 7/0. 
 

2.4       Oral Report Regarding Executive (Closed) Session 
                        Information Item 

President Dandy asked Mr. Boyer to report out of Executive Session. Mr. Boyer reported 
 that the Board took no action during Executive session that is reportable under the Brown 
 Act.  
2.5       Board Members’ Activities Report  

Information Item 
President Dandy asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the Board Members’  
Monthly Activities (aka per diem) Reports. None were offered. 

 
2.6       General Manager’s Report  

Information Item 
President Dandy asked Mr. Emmert for the General Manager’s report. Mr. Emmert stated 
that to keep the meeting moving along he had no additional statements to make under the 
General Manager’s report. 

 
2.7       2023 Richard V. Laubacher Water Conservation Award  

Motion 
The Board considered possible recipients for the 2023 Laubacher Award, which will be 
presented at the AWA VC Symposium Awards Luncheon on Thursday, April 20, 2023.  
 
Motion to select Candidate A as the 2023 recipient of the Richard V. Laubacher Water 
Conservation Award, Director Hasan; second, Director Maulhardt. Voice vote: seven 
ayes (Berger, Hasan, Keeling, Kimball, Maulhardt, Naumann, Dandy); none opposed. 
Motion carries unanimously 7/0. 

 
2.8       Recognition of Retiring Environmental Services Department Manager Linda 

 Purpus 
Ceremonial Item 
In recognition of the retirement of Environmental Services Department Manager Linda 
Purpus, after nearly 20 years of service to the District, President Dandy remarked that Ms. 
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Purpus has played a critical role in improving the District’s water resources goals and 
helping it to comply with regulatory oversight and environmental laws surrounding it 
operations. 
 
He stated that Ms. Purpus began her illustrious career working in the Operations and 
Maintenance Department as an Environmental Coordinator, assisting the department with 
permitting and regulatory compliance. In 2004, she was transferred to the Groundwater 
Department, where she worked for several years on the District’s grant-funded study of 
runoff water quality, while still handling environmental compliance issues for the District.  
 
In February 2004, Ms. Purpus was promoted to environmental scientist,  and in 2007, when 
Ms. Purpus was assigned to the Water Resources Department, she worked on a wide range 
of water resource issues, including recycled water, increased importation of State Water 
Project water, and sanitary surveys of the watershed, while still managing the 
environmental compliance issues for the District. In 2011, Ms. Purpus was reassigned to 
the new Environmental Services Department, where she focused primarily on 
environmental compliance issues.  
 
In 2013, Ms. Purpus was promoted to senior environmental scientist, and in 2020, she was 
promoted to her current position as environmental services manager at a critical juncture 
in the Districts development of its Habitat Conservation Plan and other various projects 
that had regulatory deadlines associated with their completion.  
 
Ms. Purpus has served as United’s primary point person on compliance with the FERC 
license for the Santa Felicia Dam Safety Improvement projects and other District 
permitting efforts. Her awareness of the critical importance of reliable water resources to 
the District’s customers, in addition to her extensive knowledge of water resources and 
environmental compliance laws and regulations has made her a much-valued member of 
Team United.  
 
On behalf of everyone here in the District as well as the Board of Directors, thank you 
Linda, for all your hard work over the last 20 years. You will be missed here in the District, 
but we all gather here today to wish you a wonderful retirement.  
 
As a token of appreciation, President Dandy present a gift to Ms. Purpus for all of her 
efforts as she embarks on her retirement from the United Water Conservation District. 
 
Ms. Purpus thanked the Board, President Dandy, and the District’s executive management 
for the opportunity to serve the District over the past 20 years. She said it was a privilege 
to work for United Water Conservation District and felt more like a member of a family 
with the other staff members who are all equally committed to and passionate about the 
District’s mission, which helped to create the strong bonds among the team. She also 
thanked her team in the Environmental Services department and the administrative team 
for its support, and closed by saying that there are so many very talented people in the 
District, but she trusts that she is leaving them in very capable hands. 
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Director Maulhardt stated that there are four Board members who have been at United 
since Ms. Purpus joined the team and that all know that Ms. Purpus represents a level of 
expertise and commitment that really raised the bar. He also thanked her for being a team 
player who is both sincere and passionate, is willing to listen to the Board members speak 
their peace and still tell them when they were wrong. He also said Ms. Purpus epitomized 
the support, consistency, and commitment to the District’s mission, even when the pathway 
varies, and thanked her for allowing the Board to join her on the remarkable path she has 
been following for the past 20 years. 
 
Director Naumann added that 2003 doesn’t seem like it was that long ago and added his 
appreciation and gratitude for all of Ms. Purpus’ many contributions to advancing the goals 
and mission of the District. 

 
  

3. CONSENT CALENDAR:  
All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine by the Board and will be enacted 
by one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Board member pulls an 
item from the Calendar. Pulled items will be discussed and acted on separately by the Board. Members 
of the public who want to comment on a Consent Calendar item should do so under Public Comments. 
(ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED) 

 3.A Approval of Minutes 
Motion 
Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Board Meeting of March 8, 2023, and 
the Emergency Board Meeting of March 16, 2023. 

3.B Groundwater Basin Status Reports  
Information Item 
Receive and file Monthly Hydrologic Conditions Report for the District. 

 
3.C Monthly Investment Report 

Information Item 
Report on the District’s investments and the availability or restriction of these 
funds. All investments are in compliance with the District’s investment policy, 
which is reviewed and approved annually by the Board. 

President Dandy asked the Board if there were any items that required separate 
discussion. None were cited. He then asked for a motion. 

Motion to approve the Consent Calendar items, Director Naumann; second, Director 
Hasan. Roll Call vote:  seven ayes (Berger, Hasan, Keeling, Kimball, Maulhardt, 
Naumann, Dandy); none opposed. Motion carries unanimously 7/0/ 
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4. PRESENTATIONS AND MONTHLY STAFF REPORTS (By Department) 
Operations and Maintenance Department – John Carman 
4.1       Monthly Operation and Maintenance Department Report 

Information Item 
UWCD Operations and Maintenance Program Supervisor John Carman 
addressed the Board, explaining that Chief Operations Officer Brian Collins 
was in Colorado at the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation with the GM, legal team 
and District experts at the direction of the Court and that he would be happy to 
answer any questions the Board may have regarding the summary report on 
monthly activities of the Operations and Maintenance Department.  As none of 
the Directors voiced any questions or comments, Mr. Carman began a slide 
presentation to the Board (see attached slides), that addressed the rising levels 
at Lake Piru, sediment management at the Freeman Diversion, decreasing 
nitrate levels on the OH system as more water is diverted to groundwater 
recharge, and ongoing clean up issues at Santa Felicia Dam/Lake Piru and the 
Freeman Diversion.  Mr. Carman ended by saying that the goal of the 
Operations and Maintenance department is to continue to divert water at the 
Freeman Diversion for the next 70 days. 
 
President Dandy asked if there were any questions or comments for Mr. 
Carman. None were offered. 

 
Park and Recreation Department – Clayton Strahan 
4.2 Monthly Park and Recreation Department Report 

Information Item 
Chief Park Ranger Clayton Strahan addressed the Board, asking if there were any questions 
or comments regarding his summary report on monthly activities of the Park and 
Recreation Department. None were offered, so he started his presentation to the Board, 
which encompassed highlights from facilities maintenance projects, training and meeting 
attended by Park Ranger staff, updated reports on the District’s ongoing disaster response 
efforts, including the total amount of rain received at Lake Piru, the total amount of storm 
related damages to date ($2,800,000)  and the storm impacts on visitation and revenue (this 
year is slightly below last year at this time, but we have a full lake and Chief Strahan is 
predicting a steep increase in visitation between now and Memorial weekend. 
 
Director Berger asked about the status of the Tommy’s Boats contract.  Chief Strahan 
reported that the five-year extension agreement was concluded, and that Tommy’s will also 
be renting smaller fishing type vessels which will broaden the span of rental rates and be 
more inclusive. 
 
President Dandy asked if there were any additional questions or comments. None were 
offered. 
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Water Resources Department – Dan Detmer 
4.3       Monthly Water Resources Department Report 

Information Item 
Senior Hydrologist Bram Sercu addressed the Board, explaining that the presentation he 
was about to give was created by Principal Hydrologist Murray McEachron, but as Mr. 
McEachron was in Colorado, he would be making the presentation for Mr. McEachron. 
 
His presentation (see attached slides) began with headlines from weather forecasts in 
November 2022, predicting a “fourth dry year.”  He compared the average annual rainfall 
for the area (17.2 inches) with incredible totals of 40 inches, 58 inches and even 70 inches 
at various locations throughout Ventura County. He also looked at projected inflows into 
Lake Piru, upper basins groundwater conditions and forecasted flows at the Freeman 
Diversion. Dr. Sercu shared various photos of the Santa Clara River watershed, comparing 
and contrasting the vegetation, erosion and other impacts on the watersheds related to 
various storm events. There was also discussion about the levee near the Ferro Basin and 
how storm events had washed out the levee’s access road in that area and how the 
relationship of the toe of the levee and the water levels in the river could create challenges 
going forward. Dr. Sercu also reported on the total sediment levels (12 million CYD) and 
diversions (32,000 AF) and commented that the bedload at the Freeman Diversion was 
equivalent to 80 tons  per hour at 2,000 cfs. He predicted that even when the river flows 
drop below 750cfs, and with the release from Castaic, there could be 75 days of potential 
375cfs diversions (total of 52,000 AF). 
 
Director Maulhardt asked about the design of the levee near Ferro Basin. Mr. Emmert said 
the levee was designed in the late 1940s and constructed in 1960. Dr. Sercu added that the 
design was flawed as the toe of the levee was lower than the river and there was no 
accounting for erosion.  
 
There was some discussion of the tours of the Freeman Diversion and the importance of 
people and especially decision makers being aware of United’s efforts to maximize the 
opportunities available to store more water. Director Kimball agreed and said the District 
could be doing more if it weren’t for the numerous restrictions placed on United. Director 
Naumann added that Five Point was not putting in crossings, which was a big help to the 
District. 
 
Dr. Sercu then began another presentation on the optimization of groundwater recharge 
that the District’s Saticoy facilities (see attached slides), including the anticipation of 
mounding in the beginning of May and diversions being limited by recharge capacity. He 
said the Rose basin as connected to the Nobel 1 basin in 2016 and has a preliminary perc 
rate of 4 to 5 feet per day and will be instrumental in maintaining diversion rates through 
June 10. He added that the Ferro recharge pilot project will increase recharge capacity when 
mounding and has the potential yield of between 2,700 AF and 4,600 AF. Dr. Sercu then 
showed graphs depicting the impact of discing, scrapping, and drying out basins on 
percolation rates. He concluded that maintenance and rotation increases yield for long 
periods of recharge, that basin rotation is not needed in the first three to four months, and 
that cumulative recharge is not sensitive to exact timing of initiating drying/discing. He 
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also concluded that it would take up to three more wet years (after 2023) to end the 
groundwater drought in the forebay. 
 
President Dandy asked if there were any additional comments or questions. None were 
offered. 
 

 
Administrative Services Department – Brian Zahn and Josh Perez 
4.4 Monthly Administrative Services Department Report – Josh Perez and Brian Zahn 

Information Item 
Chief Financial Officer Brian Zahn addressed the Board, stating that he did not have a 
presentation to share but was happy to answer any questions or address comments that the 
Board may have regarding the department’s summary report on the monthly activities. 
None were offered. 
 

 
Engineering Department – Dr. Maryam Bral 
4.5 Monthly Engineering Department Report 

Information Item 
Chief Engineer Maryam Bral addressed the Board and shared a presentation (see attached 
slides) that encompassed the monthly activities of the Engineering Department. She 
reported on preparations for the Outlet Works Construction phase, including a request for 
proposals and tour of the dam with interested companies. She reported the start of the Santa 
Felicia Dam spill on March 16 and staff continues to update various agencies including 
FERC, CalOES, Army Corp of Engineers and the Ventura County Office of Emergency 
Services on the status of the spill. Dr. Bral also reported meeting with the Fernandeno 
Tataviam Band of Mission Indians, who provided support for the language and lifestyle 
depictions for various signs throughout the Lake Piru area sharing the natural and cultural 
resources of the area. There will also be a tour of the Iron and Manganese Treatment facility 
with the Department of Defense’s OLDCC on April 19. She also pointed out that the 
General Manager made a presentation on the District’s EBB Water project to the Ventura 
County chapter of LAFCo, that engineering staff toured the Charles E. Meyer Desalination 
Plant in Santa Barbara and that the Iron and Manganese Treatment facility was included in 
the District’s Open House Facilities Tour on March 29. 
 
President Dandy asked if there were any comments or questions for Dr. Bral. None were 
offered. 
 

Environmental Services Department – Marissa Caringella 
4.6 Monthly Environmental Services Department Report 

Information Item 
The District’s new Environmental Services Manager Marissa Caringella addressed the 
Board and began a presentation (see attached slides) on the monthly activities of the 
Environmental Services Department. She included updates on the support of sediment 
management operations at the Freeman Diversion, activities initiated in response to the 
March 16 spill at the Santa Felicia Dam, lower system quagga monitoring, Clean Water 
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Act permits for maintenance activities at Lake Piru and permits for emergency work at 
Reasoner Creek. Ms. Caringella also reported that while staff was able to secure the general 
maintenance 404 permit, the complementary 401 permit was delayed twice until, on March 
20, the Army Corp waived the requirement for the 401 permit. 
 
Director Maulhardt asked about the mortality rate of veliger’s going over the spillway, and 
Ms. Caringella and Ms. Purpus engaged in a discussion that while the mortality rate was 
reported as 100 percent in a study, the District has not conducted any actual monitoring of 
Piru Creek below the spillway to confirm that. 
 
President Dandy asked if there were any other comments or questions for Ms. Caringella. 
None were offered, but several Board members complimented her on the presentation. 
 

 
5 MOTION ITEMS (By Department) 

 
Administrative Services Department – Brian Zahn   
5.3       Approving the Appointment of Lance, Soll & Lunghard, LLP 

Motion 
Mr. Zahn address the Board, asking them to consider approving the 
appointment of Lance, Soll & Lunghard, LLP (LSL) as the District’s new 
auditing service provider and authorize the General Manager to execute a three-
year auditing services contract with LSL in an amount not-to-exceed $139,896. 
Director Maulhardt stated that the Finance Committee fully reviewed the staff 
report and supporting documentation and was recommending approval of this 
motion item to the full Board. 
Motion to approve the appointment of Lance, Soll & Lunghard LLP as the 
District’s new auditing services provider and authorize the General Manager to 
execute a three-year auditing services contract with the company for an amount 
not to exceed $139,896, Director Maulhardt; second, Director Hasan. Roll call 
vote:  seven ayes (Berger, Hasan, Keeling, Kimball, Maulhardt, Naumann, 
Dandy); none opposed.  Motion carries unanimously 7/0. 
 

Engineering Department – Dr. Maryam Bral 
5.2 OH Well Replacement Program – El Rio Water Well No. 20 Construction Contract  

  in the Amount of $849,283 
Motion 
Dr. Bral addressed the Board, and Director Maulhardt interjected stating that he was going 
to help her out by reporting that the Engineering and Operations Committee had fully 
reviewed the staff report and supporting documents and was recommending approval of 
the OH Well Replacement program and authorization of the General Manager to award a 
construction contract to the lowest responsible bidder, Bakersfield Well & Pump Company, 
in the amount of $849,283 for the construction of the Oxnard Hueneme (OH) Well 
Replacement Program – El Rio Water Well No. 20 Construction project. 
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Motion to approve the OH Well Replacement program and authorize the General Manager 
to award a construction contract to the lowest responsible bidder, Bakersfield Well & Pump 
Company, in the amount of $849,283 for the construction of the Oxnard Hueneme (OH) 
Well Replacement Program – El Rio Water Well No. 20 Construction project, Director 
Hasan; second, Director Naumann. Roll call vote: seven ayes (Berger, Hasan, Keeling, 
Kimball, Maulhardt, Naumann, Dandy); none opposed. Motion carries unanimously 7/0. 

 
Water Resources Department – Dan Detmer 
5.3 PUBLIC HEARING 

Opening of Annual Groundwater Hearing to Accept Comment on Groundwater 
Conditions within the District 
President Dandy addressed the other Board members and public, stating:  
 
“The Board will now open the Groundwater Department public hearing. This is a hearing 
on the groundwater conditions for the 2022-2023 water year, and today is April 12, 2023. 
With that being said, in accordance with Water Code Section 75573, this is the time and 
place to begin our annual hearing concerning the groundwater conditions and the surface 
water supplies of the District, which will culminate in the Board determining whether or 
not zones should be established in the District and what, if any, groundwater extraction 
charges should be established in such zones. 
 
Any operator of a water producing facility within the District, or any person interested in 
the conditions of groundwater or surface water supplies of the District may appear in 
person, or by representative, and submit evidence at this hearing concerning the 
groundwater conditions and the surface water supplies of the District. Appearances may 
also be made supporting or protesting the District's 2022-2023 "Annual Investigation and 
Report of Groundwater Conditions within United Water Conservation District," also 
known as the "Engineering Investigation and Report." 
 
The record should show that on April 4, 2023, the Annual Investigation and Report of 
Groundwater Conditions within United Water Conservation District was received by the 
Secretary of the Board. The record of this hearing should also show that the Secretary has 
published a notice of receipt of the Engineering Investigation and Report and of a public 
hearing thereon to be held beginning today, April 12, 2023. This notice has been 
published pursuant to law in a newspaper of general circulation, printed and published 
within the District at least ten days prior to the date of this hearing.  
 
This hearing will be opened today. Anyone wanting to testify or present evidence may do 
so. The hearing, however, will be continued, first to the Board's meeting in May which 
will be held on Wednesday, May 17, 2023, and then will be continued again until the 
Board's meeting scheduled for Wednesday, June 14, 2023. The reason this hearing will 
be continued until June is to give our staff and Board Committees an opportunity to 
prepare and review the District's budget for the coming year so that the budget can be 
considered and adopted by the Board before it determines whether or not to establish a 
zone or zones and in what amounts groundwater extraction charges should be levied in 
the zone or zones for the coming year. 










































































