The Family Farm
Alliance:
Advocating for
the West,
Connecting for
the Future
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PROTECTING WATER FOR WESTERN IRRIGATED AGRICULTURE



My transition into the
FFA Executive Director
role is based on a deep
love for our western
way of life and
production agriculture.




Background

*Agriculture —

e family farm dates back to
1830s

eConservation —

 Father worked for NM
Dept of Game & Fish

Education —

* Not something that stops
when you leave school



Key features of
FFA leadership

* Collaboration
* Non-partisan advocacy
* Problem solving mindset

e Willing to work with anyone
willing to work together

 Anyone who is a friend of
farmers is a friend of FFA

* Education — keeping
producers aware of their
surroundings; help connect
why locals (should) care
about what’s happening on
the federal level




Transition Timing

* Hired in April, 2025 —
announcement to public
* Began getting
engaged ‘behind the
scenes’

August 1 — became a
contractor — shadowing
Dan Keppen

October 30-31 — annual
conference in Reno, NV

November 1 — ‘the
swap’ (BUT, no ride into
the sunset for Dan, yet)




Family Farm Alliance’s work on the ground

PROTECTING WATER FOR WESTERN IRRIGATED AGRICULTURE

We are PROBLEM SOLVERS

Our philosophy is simple: the best solutions come from the ground up and are driven locally by real people with a grasp of reality
“on-the-ground.” We work across the federal government to find solutions through education on a policy level and in full
partnership to fully use available funding and cost-share opportunities.
» Proven Track Record of Success

Since 2005, the Alliance has been asked to testify before Congress 99 times.

e Grassroots Activism

The individual family farmer is the most effective voice for preserving Western water. With the Alliance, these individuals
have a voice in Washington.

» Coalition Builders
We have a frequent presence in Washington, DC and bring together other organizations from other sectors to tackle
challenges we all have in common.

« Innovative Solutions
We seek innovative solutions to recover water supply certainty through modernizing and expanding infrastructure.

» Curb Environmental Litigation
We work with the executive branch and Congress to find ways to mitigate litigation and encourage collaboration and
cooperation: critical elements to ensure that federal environmental laws are properly and effectively implemented on the
ground.

« Modernize Antiquated Laws
‘We work to streamline and modernize implementation of federal environmental laws written nearly 50 years ago, so they
work better for food production, ecosystems, and rural communities.




Building big things together —
educating through ‘show and tell’




Building big things together —
educating through ‘show and tell’

©nt Aundred Thirteenth Congress
of the
Anited States of America

AT THE FIRST SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Thursday,
the third day of January, two thousand and thirteen

an Act

o R o
‘under Federal Reclamation law, and for other parposes. 5

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in

mcrlom snnm"rm.g

<t may be cited as the “Bureay of Reclamation Small
Conduit Hydropower Develapment and Rural Jobs Act’
SEC.2. Al.rnlomzA'rloN

9(c) of the Reclamation Project Act of 1939 (43 U.S.C.
185} s amended—

) by striking “The Secretary is authorized to enter into
il et iy e s inserting the following:

“(1) The Secretary is authorized to enter into contracts

to furnish wat
hall” and inserting "
) b teiing +3) Shall ana imceriing -B) shall
() by striking “respecting the terms of sales of clectric
wer and leases of power priileges shall be in addition and
terna aws relat par-
-J leto sy authority in existing laws ula‘:::ﬁglxéﬁc
d leases of power priviloges shall be an authorization

P addition to and alternative o any authonty in
lawa reated, to partcular projects, including small conduit

1y
e followin
¢ "y"“‘"@“f “”;‘;ﬁg w6 "Uh subsection, the Sec-
retary Ahall st offer the loase of power privilege to an
ation dlul.ncl or water users association operating the
the irrigation district
sers association receiving water from the

lease of power privilege offer i
nu:‘s;m'fry ‘shall offer the wl.mthfr

all l; m categor-
B i autal

tional
;:i‘lc;xAcl of 1369 (42 U S C 4321 et seq.) to -ma.ll conduit

H.R 6783

¥(C) RESERVED CONDUIT—The term ‘reserved con-
duit’ means any conduit that is included in project
Works the care, operation, and maintonance of whieh
has been reserved by the Secrotary, through the
Commissioner o the Bureau of Reclamation.

TRANSFERRED CONDUIT.—The tes
ferred conduit’ means any condiat that is inciaded
in project works the care, operation, and maintenance

of which has been transferred to a Iegully organized
water users association or lrngnl.mn distric

) SMALL, CONDUIT. HUDROPONERThe term
‘small condut. hydedpower’ means. & Taclity. sapabis
of producing 5 megawatts or less of elecric capacity.”.
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[Speaker of the House of Representatives

Eﬁ“ President of the Senate. ?m ‘rCMP\"'k

APPROVED

AUG - 9 2013




Goals for the Westﬁ'as we move forward:

1. Collaboration — all horses pulling in the same direction
2. Education — more ‘show and tell’
3. More storage! —surface & underground infrastructure
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