[Your Name]
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[City, State, ZIP]
[Your Email]
[Date]

Senate President pro Tempore Monique Limón
300 E. Esplanade Drive, Suite 430
Oxnard, CA 93036

RE: Request for Legislative Support – Santa Felicia Dam Safety Improvement Project ($109 Million Appropriation)

Dear Senate President pro Tempore Limón,

I am writing as a constituent and supporter of United Water Conservation District to respectfully urge your office to champion a $109 million state appropriation in support of the Santa Felicia Dam Safety Improvement Project. This critical infrastructure investment would address urgent public safety risks facing the more than 237,000 residents living downstream of Santa Felicia Dam in Ventura County, communities that fall squarely within your district.
Why This Project Is Needed
Santa Felicia Dam, located near Lake Piru in western Ventura County, is a cornerstone of regional water infrastructure. It supports local water supply, groundwater recharge, wildfire suppression, hydropower generation, and flood control for central Ventura County. However, the dam currently does not meet current safety standards in two critical areas:
· Seismic Risk: A 2012 seismic evaluation found that the dam’s intake tower and outlet works are highly vulnerable to major earthquake loading. A significant seismic event, such as a 7.2 magnitude quake, could compromise the earthen dam, posing a catastrophic risk to communities downstream. United Water is now required to replace the deficient outlet works with a new system routed through bedrock, including a multi-elevation intake and a downstream control facility.
· Spillway Deficiency: The existing spillway was designed to pass a maximum flood of 146,000 cubic feet per second (cfs). Regulators now require the dam to pass an Inflow Design Flood of 220,000 cfs. To comply, the spillway chute must be lowered and reinforced.
These improvements are not discretionary upgrades. They are required by state and federal regulators. United Water has no option but to proceed, and no option to defer.


The Funding Gap and the Ask
The total estimated cost of the Santa Felicia Dam Safety Improvement Project is approximately $314 million. United Water Conservation District has been aggressive and creative in pursuing every available funding source, including federal Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) loans, grants from the California Department of Water Resources, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, and FEMA’s Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) program. To date, United Water has secured over $31 million in committed funding and is pursuing additional federal financing. Even so, a significant gap remains.
A $109 million state appropriation would represent a transformational contribution toward closing that gap, keeping the project on schedule, and protecting the public safety of hundreds of thousands of Ventura County residents. We respectfully ask your office to champion this appropriation through the state budget process.
Why This Matters for Senate District 21
Santa Felicia Dam sits in the heart of the Santa Clara River watershed, serving communities throughout central Ventura County, including Oxnard, Ventura, Santa Paula, Fillmore, and Camarillo, all part of Senate District 21. The dam’s failure or forced operational restriction would have severe consequences for water supply reliability, agricultural operations, and the safety of your constituents. Funding this project is an investment in the long-term resilience and wellbeing of the region you represent.
I respectfully ask that you lend your support and legislative leadership to securing a $109 million appropriation for the Santa Felicia Dam Safety Improvement Project.
Thank you for your ongoing dedication to Ventura County and for your consideration of this critical request.
Sincerely,


[Your Name]
[Your Title / Organization (if applicable)]
[Your Phone Number]
[Your Email]
