
M United Water 
~ CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

AGENDA 
WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, September 1, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. 
UWCD Headquarters, First Floor, Board Room 

1701 N. Lombard Street, Oxnard, CA 93030 
ROLL CALL 

1. Public Comment 
Information Item 

Board of Directors 
Lynn E. Maulhardt, President 
Catherine P. Keeling, Vice President 
Gordon Kimball , Secretary/Treasurer 
Keith Ford 
Mohammed A. Hasan 
Steve Huber 
Rachel Jones 

General Manager 
Mauricio Guardado 

Legal Counsel 
David D. Boyer 

The public may comment on any matter not on the agenda within the jurisdiction of the 
Committee. All comments are subject to a five-minute time limit. 

2. Approval of Minutes 
Motion 
Approve the minutes from the April 7, 2026 , Water Resources Committee meeting . 

3. Presentation on the Conservation Release Planned for Water Year 2026 (Luke 
Bryden) 
Information Item 
Staff will present the plan for the WY 2026 Conservation Release. 

4. Presentation of the Analyses, Findings, and Mitigation Options for Leaking Artesian 
Wells on the Oxnard Plain (Kathleen Kuepper) 
Information Item 
Staff will present Analyses , Findings, and Mitigation Options for Leaking Artesian Wells on 
the Oxnard Plain. 

5. Water Resources Department and GSA Activities Update (Dr. Bram Sercu) 
Information Item 
Staff will present and be available to respond to comments on the most recent Water 
Resources Department staff report . 

6. Future Agenda Items 
The Committee will suggest topics or issues for discussion at future meetings. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Americans with Disabilities Act provides that no qualified individual with a disability shall be excluded from participating in, or denied the 
benefits of, the District 's services, programs or activities because of any disability. If you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
or if you require agenda material in an alternative format, please contact the District's offices at (805) 525-4431 . Notification of at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting will enable the District to make appropriate arrangements. 
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General Manager 

Dr. Maryam Bral, Assistant General Manager

This agenda was posted Day, August 27, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. at the United Water Conservation 
District Headquarters, Oxnard, CA and www.unitedwater.org. 

&2 kJ 
Eva Ibarra, Clerk of the Committee 



Board of Directors 
  Lynn E. Maulhardt, President 
  Catherine P. Keeling, Vice President 
  Gordon Kimball, Secretary/Treasurer 
  Keith Ford 
  Mohammed A. Hasan 
  Steve Huber 
  Rachel Jones 
     
General Manager 
  Mauricio Guardado 
 
Legal Counsel 
  David D. Boyer 
 
 

 

 

1701 Lombard Street, Suite 200, Oxnard CA 93030     805 525 4431       www.unitedwater.org 
 

  
 

MINUTES 
WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Tuesday, April 7, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. 
UWCD Headquarters, First Floor, Board Room 

1701 N. Lombard Street, Oxnard, CA 93030 
 

OPEN SESSION  
Chair Gordon Kimball called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 

Committee Members Roll Call  
 

Present: Directors Hasan, Huber, and Kimball 
 

Absent: None.  
 

1. Public Comments: None.  
         
2. Approval of Minutes 
 Motion 
 Action:  M/S/C (Hasan, Huber) approved the January 6, 2026, minutes. 
  

 Vote:  Ayes: Huber, Kimball and Hasan; Noes: None; Absent: None. 
 

 Dr. Maryam Bral requested that item #4 be removed from the agenda. The Committee 
directors approved the request. 

 

3. Update on District Surface Water Conditions, Reservoir Releases and Diversion    
Operations  
Information Item 
Staff presented an update on District surface water conditions, reservoir releases and 
diversion operations.  
 

4. Presentation of the Annual Investigation and Report of Groundwater Conditions Within 
United Water Conservation District  
Information Item 
Staff presented a summary of the Annual Investigation and Report of Groundwater Conditions 
Within United Water Conservation District.  

 

5. Water Resources Department and GSA Activities Update  
Information Item 
Staff provided a brief update and were available to respond to comments on the most recent 
Water Resources Department staff report.  

 

6. Future Agenda Items 
Chair Kimball polled the Directors for any future agenda items they would like to see at a 
future Committee meeting. None were offered. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
Chair Kimball adjourned the meeting at 9:42a.m. 
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I certify that the above is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the UWCD Water Resources 
Committee Meeting of Tuesday, April 7, 2026.  
 
 
ATTEST: _____________________________ 
                 Gordon Kimball, Chair   
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Water Resources 
Committee 

Meeting
April 7, 2026

UPDATE ON DISTRICT SURFACE WATER 
CONDITIONS, RESERVOIR RELEASES AND 
DIVERSION OPERATIONS

Water Resources Committee Meeting
April 07, 2026
Presented By: Luke Bryden
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Freeman Diversion

PV Pipeline
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Deliveries to PTP and PV
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Reservoir Releases and Diversions

Nov 
storms

Dec/Jan 
storms

SFD 
Release

Castaic  
ReleaseConservation 

Release

Feb 
storms

SFD Storage

Flood Flows Storage

7

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

90,000

100,000

D
iv

er
si

o
n

s 
(c

fs
)

R
es

er
vo

ir
 S

to
ra

ge
 (

A
cr

e-
Fe

et
)

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

10/1/2025 11/1/2025 12/1/2025 1/1/2026 2/1/2026 3/1/2026 4/1/2026 5/1/2026 6/1/2026

D
iv

er
si

o
n

s 
(c

fs
)

R
es

er
vo

ir
 S

to
ra

ge
 (

A
cr

e-
Fe

et
)

SFD Castaic Diversions

Reservoir Releases and Diversions

Nov 
storms

Dec/Jan 
storms

SFD 
Release

Castaic  
ReleaseConservation 

Release

Feb 
storms

SFD Storage

Flood Flows Storage

8

7

8



5

Castaic Release Field Monitoring
Castaic Creek at State Route 126

Santa Clara River upstream of Piru Creek
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PRESENTATION OF THE 2024 SANTA 
PAULA BASIN ANNUAL REPORT

Water Resources Committee Meeting
April 07, 2026
Presented By: Dr. Bram Sercu

11

Santa Paula Basin Annual Report

• Basin adjudicated in 1996
• Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

• Monitoring
• Studies
• Annual reporting

• Annual Report on basin conditions to Court/DWR by April 1

Jan 1, 2026 Apr 1

2024-2 
statements 

Jan 1, 2025

Data QA/QC
Data import

Draft Report 
to TAC

SPBPA allocations 
and extractions

Jul 1

Submit Final 
Report
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Report Outline

a) Rainfall
b) Surface Water

i. Flow
ii. Water Quality 

c) Groundwater
i. Pumping
ii. Water Levels
iii. Change in Storage
iv. Water quality

13

Groundwater Pumping

17,000 AF
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Change in Storage (Spring 2023 – Spring 2024)

15

Concentration (mg/L)Statistic
SulfateTDSNitrateChloride

347810ND34CY 2024 Minimum

1,2602,63039170CY 2024 Maximum

6041,334873CY 2024 Average

5461,3121070Long-Term Average
Notes:

ND = not detected;  MCL = Maximum Contaminant Level;  MCLR = Maximum Contaminant Level Range 

Groundwater Quality Summary
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Groundwater Levels
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SUMMARY OF THE ANNUAL 
INVESTIGATION AND REPORT OF 
GROUNDWATER CONDITIONS WITHIN 
UNITED WATER CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT

Water Resources Committee Meeting
April 07, 2026
Presented By: Dr. Bram Sercu

18
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Annual Investigation and Report 
Background
 United Water Conservation District is organized and operates pursuant to the Water 

Conservation District Law of 1931, which is set forth in Division 21 of the Water Code.
o The district shall annually cause to be made an engineering investigation and report upon ground 

water conditions of the district. (Water Code 75560)
o The engineering investigation and report shall include all of the following… (Water Code 75561)

 “Water year” means July 1st of one calendar year to June 30th of the following calendar 
year. 

 Requires annual investigation and report upon the groundwater conditions of the district
o Previous Water Year (July 2022- June 2023)
o Current Water Year (July 2023 – June 2024)
o Ensuing Water Year (July 2024 – June 2025)

19

Annual Overdraft

 “Annual Overdraft” means the amount, determined by the 
board, by which the production of water from groundwater 
supplies within the district or any zone or zones thereof during 
the water year exceeds the natural replenishment of such 
groundwater supplies in such water year.
(Water Code § 75506)

oCalculated annually, District-wide Annual Overdraft Water Balance

20

19

20
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District-wide Annual Overdraft 
Water Balance Methodology
 District-wide water balance calculation

o District Water Balance = Outflows – Inflows
o Positive value = Overdraft
o Negative value = Surplus

 Inflows
o Percolated Surface Water (Upper basins, Forebay)
o Artificial Recharge (Upper basins, Forebay) 
o Percolated Rainfall (Upper basins, Forebay)
o Return Flow (Ag, M&I) (Upper basins, Forebay)
o Leakage from Semi-Perched (Confined basins)

 Outflows
o Groundwater Extractions (All Basins)
o Riparian Evapotranspiration (Upper Basins, Forebay)

∆ Storage

Inflow Outflow

21

A Summary of Findings for the 
Estimated Annual Overdraft Values
 Previous Water Year (July 2024- June 2025): 51,000 AFOverdraft

o District-wide Annual Overdraft Water Balance 

 Current Water Year (July 2025 – June 2026): -52,000 AFSurplus
o Using precipitation through February of the current year (2026), estimation of overdraft is made from regression with past precipitation and overdraft data 

 Ensuing Water Year (July 2026 – June 2027): 0 to 22,000 AFOverdraft
o Estimated as value between 0 AF and the calculated past 10-year average overdraft

22

21

22



12

Updated “Total of Annual Overdrafts” 
with Previous Year Appended
 Previous Water Year (July 2024 - June 2025): -51,000 AF Overdraft

(Note: sign change for graphical purposes [negative = overdraft, positive = surplus]) 23

Summary
of
Findings

(Report Table 1)

Water Code ReferenceDescriptionValue (acre-feet)Finding Item

Section 75574 (a)The average annual overdraft for the immediate past 10 water years.22,000a

Section 75574 (b)
The estimated annual overdraft for the current water year. Positive value means overdraft and negative 
value means surplus.-52,000b

Section 75574 (c)The estimated annual overdraft for the ensuing water year.22,000c

Section 75574 (d)The accumulated overdraft as of the last day of the preceding water year.35,400d

Section 75574 (e)The estimated accumulated overdraft as of the last day of the current water year.35,400e

Section 75574 (f)
The estimated amount of agricultural water to be withdrawn from the ground water supplies of the 
district for the ensuing water year.112,000f

Section 75574 (g)
The amount of water other than agricultural water to be drawn from the ground water supplies of the 
district for the ensuing water year.39,000g

Section 75574 (h)The estimated amount of water for surface distribution for the ensuing water year.60,000h

Section 75574 (i)
The amount of water which is necessary for the replenishment of the ground water supplies of the 
district.849,000i

Section 75574 (j)The amount of water the district is obligated by contract to purchase.1,850j

Section 75561 (c)
The total production of water from the ground water supplies of the district for the preceding water year.

151,000k

Section 75574 (b, i)The “total of annual overdrafts” for the District as of the end of the preceding water.1,114,000Additional 

Section 75561 (e)
Section 75574 (b, i)

The “total of annual overdrafts” for the District as of the end of the current water.
1,062,000Additional 

Notes:
Preceding Water Year: July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025 (Water Code Section 75507 (c))
Current Water Year: July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 (Water Code Section 75507 (b)) 
Ensuing Water Year: July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027 (Water Code Section 75507 (d))
“Annual overdraft”:  The amount, determined by the board, by which the production of water from ground water supplies within the district or any zone or zones thereof during the water year exceeds the natural replenishment of such ground water supplies in such water year. 
(Water Code Section 75505)
“Accumulated overdraft”: The amount of water necessary to be replaced in the intake areas of the ground water basins within the district or any zone or zones thereof to prevent the landward movement of salt water into the fresh ground water body, or to prevent subsidence of the 
land within the district or any zone or zones thereof, as determined by the board from time to time. (Water Code Section 75506)
“Total of Annual Overdrafts”: This additional finding is a cumulative total of each water years’ annual overdraft (item b), up to the last day of the preceding water year.

24

23

24
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Accumulated Overdraft
 “Accumulated overdraft” means the amount of water necessary 

to be replaced in the intake areas of the groundwater basins 
within the district or any zone or zones thereof to prevent the 
landward movement of salt water into the fresh ground water 
body, or to prevent subsidence of the land within the district
or any zone or zones thereof, as determined by the board from 
time to time. (§ 75505)

oReported annually, based on previous calculations published within 
FCGMA documents (FCGMA, 2007; FCGMA/Dudek, 2019; 
FCGMA/Dudek, 2024)

25

Report is available
https://www.unitedwater.org/key-documents/#groundwater-conditions

 Path Forward
 Report shall be delivered to Secretary in writing (WC 75570)

 March 3, 2026
 Report will be made available at office (and online) (WC 75572)

 March 12, 2026
 Secretary will publish notice of receipt of report (WC 75571)

 March 20, 2026
 Report overview presented

 Today, April 7, 2026

 Board will open public hearing at April Board Meeting (WC 75573)
 Tomorrow, April 8, 2026
 To be continued at May 2026 Board Meeting

 Hearing concludes at June Board Meeting, where the Board will 
determine the findings (WC 75574) 26

25

26
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WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT AND 
GSA ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Water Resources Committee Meeting
April 07, 2026
Presented By: Dr. Bram Sercu

27

27



 

   

 

STAFF REPORT  

 
To: UWCD Water Resources Committee 

Through: Mauricio Guardado, General Manager 
 Dr. Maryam Bral, Assistant General Manager 

From: Dr. Bram Sercu, Water Resources Supervisor  
 Dr. Jason Sun, Supervisory Water Resources Engineer 
  
Date: August 21, 2026 (For September 1, 2026, meeting) 

Agenda Item: 6.   Water Resources Department Monthly Report and Update on 
Activities of Local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies 

                                 Information Item  

 

 

Staff Recommendation:  

Receive a report on Water Resources Department activities for the months of July and 
August 2026, including a summary of the activities of the Santa Paula Basin Technical 
Advisory Committee and three local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSA): Fox 
Canyon Groundwater Management Agency (FCGMA), Fillmore and Piru Basins GSA 
(FPBGSA), and Mound Basin GSA (MBGSA).  

 
Discussion: 

Staff Activities 

Notable activities conducted by staff included the following: 

• Groundwater Modeling: 

 Staff are updating the density-dependent solute transport model for the EBB 
project. 

 Staff are preparing a modeling analysis document for FCGMA as part of the 
EBB project submittal package. 

 Staff completed the Coastal Plain Model update. 

 Staff are conducting GSP modeling simulations for FPBGSA. 

 Staff are preparing documentation for the FPBGSA groundwater model 
report. 

 Staff are reviewing model calibration in the West Las Posas area. 

 Staff are developing in-house tools to support model review and data 
extraction. 
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• Water Resources: 

 Staff interviewed four candidates for the Water Resources Technician position 

 Staff completed field work and finalized evaluations of artesian well conditions 
in the coastal Oxnard Plain. 

 Staff participated in a coordination meeting with Santa Clarita Valley Water 
Agency (SCV Water), Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board and 
California State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water 
(DDW) regarding the Chiquita Canyon Landfill elevated temperature landfill 
event and continues to coordinate a response with SCV Water.   

 Staff worked with IT to further United’s Data Foundation Initiative Project, 
including developing a database and dashboard for the EBB Phase 1 project 
data. 

 Staff participated in interview sessions with Jeff Crider to provide information 
related to United’s history and operations.   

 Staff coordinated with admin to post the Annual Water Supply and Demand 
Assessment (AWSDA) on the District’s website and notified the OH users. 

• Hydrology: 

 Staff is reviewing DWR charges for storage and release of flood flows from 
Castaic Lake for the years 2019-2026. 

 Staff met with DWR and the Castaic Lake Downstream Water Users to discuss 
renewal of the 1978 Castaic Flood Flow Storage Agreement. 

 Staff planned and coordinated the 2026 conservation release.  

 Staff reviewed and updated the Vineyard Ave Crossing Monitoring Plan and 
discussed flow monitoring options. 

 Staff measured diversion rates and river discharge at various locations in the 
river to support operations and compliance efforts. 

 Staff are coordinating with San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District (SLOCFCWCD) and Ventura County Watershed 
Protection District to enter into a State Water transfer agreement with 
SLOCFCWCD for 2026. 

 Staff discussed future opportunities for State Water transfers with other State 
Water Contractors. 

 Staff are exploring water banking opportunities with Antelope Valley-East Kern 
Water Agency (AVEK)  
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 Staff updated the hydrological risk assessment to support the SFD SIP Outlet 
Works construction project. 

 Staff reviewed and commented on GEI’s HEC-HMS model calibration report for 
the SFD SIP. 

 Staff reviewed and commented on GEI’s Hydrological Hazard Assessment 
report for the SFD SIP. 

 Staff reviewed and updated simulations of diversion operations to support 
Freeman Diversion HCP efforts.  

 Staff planned and attended the ESRI training in coordination with ENG and ES 
staff. 

 Staff are continuing to evaluate use alternatives for Rose basin. 

 Staff are coordinating real-time access to PTP turnout metering data (flows and 
conductivity) for the PTP users.  

 Staff evaluated and summarized the PTP metering project benefits to assist 
with the PTP grant closeout.  

 Staff are updating the District Surface Water Distribution Model. 

• Hydrogeology: 

 Staff participated in the planning and execution of the EBB Phase 1 Project at 
Navy Base Ventura County (NBVC) Point Mugu, including the following 
activities: 

- Review and evaluate monitoring data collected to date.  

- Development of a Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MRP) for the Prop 1 
Grant deliverable. 

- Coordination and presentation of MRP outline at the TAC meeting 

- Evaluated and quantified optimal pumping rates for EBB Phase 1 wells. 

- Prop 1 Grant bi-weekly check-in calls with DFA. 

- Development of a Monitoring and Contingency Plan (MCP) to support well 
permitting and coordination with FCGMA. 

- Reviewed and revised EBB NEPA Final Draft Environmental Assessment.  

- Researched geophysical data collection to support the project. 

- Compiled available land subsidence data and sources. 

 Staff reviewed the El Rio Well 17 redevelopment report. 
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 Staff are preparing a work plan for a groundwater transport study at the Saticoy 
Recharge Facility and met with DDW to receive their feedback on the tracer 
testing. 

 Staff conducted routine collection of groundwater elevation and quality data 
throughout the District’s service area, followed by quality control, analysis, and 
reporting activities required to support water resources management by United 
and other entities within our service area. 

 Staff are working on implementation of Field Maps for electronic groundwater 
data collection.  

 Staff cleaned out the department storage unit at Saticoy for mold remediation 
and subsequent re-organization. 

• Outreach and Education:  

o GRA Groundwater 101 Week, July 14-18 (5 webinars) 

o Intera Webinar "Applying Multi-Objective Optimization to Groundwater 
Resource Management", July 28 

o GRACast "Lessons Learned over 25 Yrs of Subsidence Management", August 

12 

o ESRI Users Conference, July 13-15, San Diego 

o Kids STEM Day, July 17, Santa Paula 

o AWA Water Issues Committee Meeting, July 21 

o District Quarterly Tour, July 29 

o SCWC Quarterly Luncheon, July 31, Northridge 

o Ventura County Fair, July 31 – August 9 

o National Night Out, August 4, Oxnard 

o CSUN Center for Geospatial Science and Technology tour of Freeman 

Diversion, August 7  

o 2026 UCANR Irrigation and Nutrient Management Meeting, August 19, Oxnard 

o California Water Plan Advisory Committee Meeting, August 25-26, Alhambra 

Fox Canyon Groundwater Management Agency 

Notable activities include: 

• Staff prepared and submitted a request to receive an adjusted allocation for the 
PTP system. 

• Staff held two monthly coordination meetings with the FCGMA staff to discuss the 
Monitoring and Contingency Plan submittal for the EBB project, the District’s 
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request for an adjusted in-lieu allocation for the PTP wells for WY 2027 and 
ongoing coordination regarding allocation transfers and accounting for the 
District’s  extraction facilities. 

Staff also attended the FCGMA Board meeting on July 22, which included the following 
notable agenda topics: 

• The Board adopted Resolution No. 2026-03, A Resolution Setting Tiered 
Groundwater Surcharge Rates to be based on Calleguas Municipal Water District’s 
Rates to Import Water. 

• The Board directed the Agency staff to continue collecting Groundwater Extraction 
Management Enforcement Surcharge (GEMES) fees at a rate of $20.00 per acre-
foot. 

• During a public hearing the Agency staff provided an annual informational report 
on the status of the Agency’s vacancies, recruitment, and retention efforts pursuant 
to Assembly Bill 2561. Two internal promotions and one new hire for a staff 
engineer were announced. 

• The Board adopted Resolution No. 2026-04 directing the Fox Canyon 
Groundwater Management Agency staff to collect $24.00 per Acre-Foot of 
groundwater extracted for the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Sustainability Fee (down from 
$29.00 for the prior Fiscal Year). 

• The Board received a presentation on the Agency’s collaboration with Calleguas 
Municipal Water District (CMWD) and other stakeholders to examine options for a 
regional desalter project and authorized the Executive Officer to make changes as 
necessary and execute a financial contribution agreement with CMWD in the 
amount of $100,000 for completion of a Regional Desalter Feasibility Study for the 
eastern Las Posas Valley Basin. 

• The Board adopted the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Las Posas Valley Watermaster 
Budget, including a $57.50 Basin Assessment for Water Year 2026; a $14.38 and 
a $41.50 Basin Assessment for Basin Optimization Projects for water right holders 
within UWCD’s and CMWD’s service areas, respectively, both for Water Year 
2026. 

Fillmore and Piru Basins Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

Notable activities include: 

• Discussed FPBGSA needs for District support Executive Director Emmert. 

• Staff reviewed the East Grove GDE Aquatic Study Plan. 

Staff also attended the FPBGSA Board meeting on August 20, which included the 
following notable agenda topics: 

• Updates included discussion of the Prop 4 Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Grant funding opportunities for 2027. 

• District staff provided a presentation on the Santa Clara River watershed resources 
and District operations for WY 2026 and the upcoming WY2027. 
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• The Board approved task orders with Stillwater Sciences and the District for 
technical and planning support services for the FY 2026-2027 period. 

• The Board adopted a motion to join the Santa Clara River Watershed Committee 
as a member agency. 

Mound Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

Notable activities include: 

• Staff reviewed and submitted comments on the Draft Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan Periodic Evaluation. 

Staff attended the MPBGSA Board meeting on June 22, which included the following 
notable agenda topics: 

• The Board held a workshop to receive a presentation on the Draft GSP Periodic 
Evaluation. The presentation highlighted that the basin is in balance and that 
pumping from the deep principal aquifers does not affect surface water. 

Santa Paula Basin Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

No notable staff activities. 
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